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FOREWORD 


° 


The Inventory of the Municipal Archives of Louisiana is one of a 
number of guides to historical materials prepared throughout the United 
States by workers on Historical Records Survey projects of the Work 
Projects Administration. The publication herewith presented, an inven- 
tory of the archives of Thibodaux, is the second publication in the 


Louisiana series. 


The Historical Records Survey program was undertaken in the winter 
of 1935-36 for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unem- 
ployed historians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. 
In carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile in- 
wentories of historical materials, particularly the unpublished govern~- 
ment documents and records which are basic in the administration of local 
government, and which provide invaluable data for students of political, 
economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith presented is 
intended to meet the requirements of day-to-day administration by the 
officials of the town, and also the needs of lawyers, business men and 
other citizens who require facts from the public records for the proper 
conduct of their affairs. The volume is so designed that it can be used 
by the historian in his research in unprinted sources in the same way he 
uses the library card catalog for printed sources. 


The inventories produced by Historical Records Survey Projects 
attempt to do more than give merely a list of records--they attempt fur- 
ther to sketch in the historical background of the town or other unit of 
goverment, and to describe precisely and in detail the organization and 
functions of the government agencies whose records they list. The county, 
town, and other local snventories for the entire country will, when com- 
pleted, constitute an encyclopedia of local government as well as @ bibli- 
ography of local archives. - 


The successful conclusion of the work of Historical Records Survey 
projects, even in a single town, would not be possible without the support 
of public officials, historical and legal specialists, and many other 
groups in the community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged. 


The Survey program was organized by Luther H. Evans, who served as 
Director until March 1, 1940, when he was succeeded by Sargent B. Child. 
The Survey operates as & Nation-wide series of locally sponsored projects 
in the Service Division, of which Mrs. Florence Kerr, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, is in charge. 


- HOWARD O. HUNTER 
Commissioner of’ 
Work Projects 
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PREFACE 


Sat pees ot wee Ss 

The Nation-wide WPA Historical Records Survey was organized to 
inventory State and local archives, early American imprints, church 
archives, and collections of manuscripts. In Louisiana, the Historical 
Records Survey now operates as @ unit of the State-wide Records Project, 
which is sponsored by the Department of Archives, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, and some seventy local governmental bodies. 


This inventory, the second publication in the series Inventory of 
the Municipal Archives of Louisiana, is divided into two parts. Ther 
first is composed of introductory material: an historical sketch and map 
of the town; an essay on the present governmental organization and records 
system and a chart of the municipal government; and an essay on the housing, 
care, and accessibility of the municipal records with floor plans of the 
city hall. The second part of the volume is devoted to the inventory 
proper, which consists of descriptive entries for each extant records 
series arranged by offices. The list of records under any particular 
office is arranged topically and, so far as possible, according to the 
procedure of the office. Each listing of records is preceded by a brief 
essay on the origin and functions of the office designed to give a better 
understanding of the records system. A condensed form of entry is used 
giving the limiting dates and number of volumes or containers, & brief 
description of the contents of each, information relative to indexes, and 


location of the record series. 


The initial inventory of the municipal records of Thibodaux was 
begun in July 1957 but was only partially completed in that year. Field 
work was resumed in March and April 1940, and the final recheck was made 
in June, July, and September 1941 by Louis Hermann, assistant project 
technician in charge of forms editing and entry writing. Research for 
the legal essays was done in part by Robert E. Spence. The essays and 
historical sketch are the work of Marcelle F. Schertz, supervisor of 
municipal archives inventories. Preparation of the index was supervised 

by David E, Lott. The program of publication of the municipal archives 
 dnventory of Louisiana was begun under the direction of John C. L. 
Andreassen, State Supervisor, and has Deen continued under the super- 
vision of Virgil L. Bedsole and Paul M. Eakin, who have succeeded to 
that office. 


The Survey is now engaged in compiling a list of municipal incorpo- 
rations in Louisiana which will include exact references to all records of 
incorporation, reincorporation, charter amendment, and abolishment. fhe 
list, together with a comprehensive essay on the general laws relative to 
the incorporation of municipalities, will form a volume intended to be 
used both as a tool in the planning of future municipal inventories and 
as a handbook on incorporation procedure and municipal government. The 
publication of this volume will make unnecessary the repetition in each 


inventory of information applicable to all municipalities in the State. 


Municipal inventory publications may be used as a guide by officials 
who, because of the periodic turnover in office personnel and because of 
the division of duties, cannot be expected to have a comprehensive knowl- 
edge of the records, familiarity with which is necessary to the efficient 
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functioning of the office. Such inventories may be used as a basis of 
comparison by municipal officials throughout the State. Local historians 
will find the inventories ready guides to records reflecting political, 
social, and economic developments. To students of local government they 
will prove of value both in locating the records and in tracing the trends 
of local government as manifested in the evolution of the office structure 
and the change in office functions. The inventories may be used in schools 
to familiarize the students with the various aspects of local government 
as well as with the types of records required for its administration. 


The individual volumes in the series Inventory of the Municipal 
Archives of Louisiana will be identified by the name of the municipality. 
.It is planned that individual inventories will be published on major munici- 
palities; the inventories of the smaller municipalities of a parish may be 
combined in one volume. The present volume is issued in mimeographed form 
under the official sponsorship of the Department of Archives, Louisiana 
State University, and the co-sponsorship of the Board of Trustees of 
Thibodaux, Louisiana. 


The general regulations and procedures of the Service Division of 
the Work Projects Administration, which are applicable to all project 
units in the 48 states, have been followed in Louisiana. The administra- 
tive offices in Louisiana and the regional and Washington offices have 
always given the project cordial support and assistance. We wish, also, 
to acknowledge the active interest and assistance of the municipal offi- 
cials of Thibodaux and particularly of Charles Omer Naquin, deputy tax 
collector, in the preparation and publication of this inventory. 


The publications of the Survey are distributed to State and local 
public officials and libraries in Louisiana and to a limited number of 
libraries and governmental agencies outside the State. Requests for in- 
formation concerning this or other publications of the Survey in Louisiana 
should be addressed to the State Supervisor or ta Dr. Edwin A. Davis, 
Archivist, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. A list 
of these publications will be found on the last pages of this volimse 


PAUL M. EAKIN 

State Supervisor 

State-wide Records Project 
Official Project 155-1-64-161 


300 Old Criminal Courts Building 
Tulane and Saratoga Streets 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

March 1942 
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Stone. -rcompilere ser ese Sond Sno date” given 
- Const. - Beustrercren > Ay Ye “eal, nos\ >" number; numbers 
“ELS, - xtra Session | | ss mumer. = numerically 
ed. - editor | SAT I EME ep et page, pages 
et al. - et alii, et alias vaA ae par. - paragraph 3 
et ‘seq. - et wa sequentia sece, secs. - section, sections 
—~ (and follovring) — —-_—*U.S, = United States 
ft. = root, ,eet sis v. - versus (against) 
hdw.: = handwritten atsiateg 2 ANNE Sol, Vols. -"volume, volumes 
HRS - Historical Records rey ~  W.P.A. - Work Projects Administra- 


ibid. - ibidem (in the same place) tion or Works Progress 


idem - the same reference Administration... 
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incl. - inclusive mes 
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Explanatory Notes 


Titles of Records. Exact titles of records are written in solid 
capitals without brackets (see entry 1). In the absence of titles, de- 


-seriptive titles have been assigned, which are written in solid capitals 


and enclosed in brackets (see entry 15). If a record title is not de- 
scriptive of the contents of the record, an assigned explanatory title 

(or explanatory words), written with initial capitals and enclosed in 
parentheses, has been added (see entry 2). The current or most recent 
title of a record is used as the oo ty title, and title variation is indi- 
cated (sce entry Te 
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Dates. The first and last dates of the record are shown in the title 
line of the entry. A date followed by two dashes signifies that this 
record is current, as 1924--. Continuous records are showm by a hyphen 
between the boginning and closing dates, as 1908-19. Gaps in the records 
are indicated by a comma between groups of inclusive dates, as 1895-96, 
1898-1908, 1910--. . 


Labeling. Figures or letters in parentheses, following the number 
of volumes, file boxes, or other types of containers, indicate the labeling. 
‘If no labeling is indicated, it may be assumed that there is none. 


Dimensions. The dimensions of volumes, file boxes or file drawers, 
and maps are given in inches. 


Discontinuance. Where no statement is made that the record was dis- 
continued at the last date shown in the entry, it could not be definitely 
established that such was the case. Where no comment is made on the ab- 

_ sence of prior, subsequent, or intermediate records, no definite informa- 
tion could be obtained. | : 


. Description of Records. The description of the contents of a record 
applies only to the current or most recent record unless a change in con- 
tents is actually shown in a record entry. 


Condition of Records. Records are in good condition unless otherwise 
indicated. 


Location of Records. When all or the majority of the records of an 
office have a common location, the location is indicated in the last sen- 
tence of the office essay instead of in each individual entry. 


Cross References. Title-line cross references are used to show the 
continuity of a record series which has been kept separately for a period 
of time and with other records for different periods of time. An example 
is that in entry 20: "1914- May 30, 1938 in Cash Book, Tax Collections, 
Town of Thibodaux, entry 46." Title-line cross references are complemented 
by corresponding body-of-entry cross references, as in entry 453 "Also 
contains 1914- May 1938, Cash Book, Town of Thibodaux, entry 20." 


Citations. All citations to published works and articles are given 
in full the first time that one such appears in the Inventory. Thereafter 
a shortened form may be used. 


Citations to the acts of the Legislature and General Assemblies of 
the State of Louisiana refer to the act and section numbers, except for 
the years 1813-27, 1830, and 1832-35. The acts for these years are not 
numbered; hence, citation is made to the page of the beginning of the act 
in the official publication. 
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ce 
Met.) “Thibodaux (alt. 10 ft.), (1) the parish seat of Lafourche, is 
a Louisiana French city of 5,851 population (2) situated on the right 
bank of Bayou Lafourche in the upper part of the parish.(3) The bayou 
was once a distributary of the Mississippi River and an important artery 
of commerce, but since the damming of the stream at Donaldsonville, 
which cut off the normal water supply from tho Mississippi River, the 
bayou has been little used for transportation purposes.(4) Thibodaux is 
without a main line railroad, but a branch road taps the main line of 
the Southern Pacific railroad 3 miles below the town at Shriever in 
Terrebonne Parish.(5) Thibodaux is readily accessible by motor car and 
bus linos via state hichways 29 and 69. By Louisiana highway 29 it is 
34 miles northwestward to Donaldsonville,(6) and about 15 miles south- 
easterly to Raceland.(7) From the latter town U.S. highway 90 (Old 
Spanish Trail) loads to New Orleans somo 47 milos to tho northeast.(8) 
Along statc highway 69 Houma is about 15 miles south of Thibodaux.(9) 
The triangle formed by Thibodaux, Houma, and Raccland is said to be tho 
most thickly populatcd rural scction in the United States;(10) the road 
along tho wost bank of Bayou Lafourche botwocn Thibodaux and Raceland, . 
becauso of the close proximity of homes along this route, has beon ro- 
forred to as "tho longest street in the world"(11) Probably because of 
this grcat donsity of population along the bayou, a rural free delivery 
route was started from Thibodaux on November 1, 1896, one month after 
the first such routo in the United States was establishcd in West 
Virginia.(12) 


i eS 


1. Louisiana WPA Writors' Program, Louisiana: A Guide to tho State, 
“p. 577, hereinafter cited as Louisiana State Guide. 

2. U.S. Buroau of the Census, Sixtocnth Consus, 1940, Population, 
First Scrics, Number of Inhabitants, Louisiana, p. 3. 

3, Louisiana Highway Commission, Louisiena Officiel Road Map, Revisod, 
May 1939 Edition, horcinefter cited as Highway Commission Map. 

4. Louisiana State Guido, p. 573. ee: 

Sve Ati, DDewo 7 14. PEO» 

6. Ibid., pp. 573-577. 

Lanai bide, BP. Digsules 

8. Ibid., pp. 386-389. 

9, Highvay Commission Map. 

10. Ibid., louisianc. State Departmont of Agriculture, Louisiana's 
Vessage 1930-31, p. 224. Pra ae PaNgenan 

ll. Wew York Times, January 12, 1941. 

12. Louisiana State Guide, p. 578. However, as early as 1866 the 
United States Government had contracted with Marcellus Lejeune to 
carry the mail from Lockport to Donaldsonville. (Thibodaux (La.) 
Thibodaux Sentinel, November 24, 1866.) He was scheduled to leave 
Thibodaux for Donaldsonville evory Monday and Thursday, returning 
the following Tucsday and Friday. Tho mail was to be delivered to 
Lockport on Wodnesdays. During the four precoding years dolivery of 
mail botwoon these points had beon dopondent on private citizens. 
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-. The town of Thibodaux apparently originated as a trading post which 
served the areas between New Orleans and tho Bayou Teche country, and be- 
tween the Mississippi River and tho Gulf of Mexico.(13) The land along 
Bayou Lafourcho has baecn inhabited since the early French colonial period, 
(14) the first permanent settloments directly on the bayou having becn 
made about 1750.(15) But population was thickest along the upper part 
of the bayou near present day Donaldsonville,(16) and it was not until 
the coming of the Acadians in 1765 (17) that plentations began to extend 
further southward.(18) During the Spanish colonial period the soil 
fertility and trade importance of the Lafourche section gained more wide- 
spread recognition,(19) and around 1781 a settlement along the bayou 
known as Valenzuola (now Plattenville) was established by Canary Islanders 
sent by the King of Spain.(20) During the last decade of the century a 
trading post developed along the bayou below Valenzuela in the neighbor- 
hood of what is now Thibodaux.(21) 

The town was laid out about 1820 (22) by Henry Schuyler Thibodaux, 
who 2 years proviously had donated to the police jury of the parish of 
Lafourche Interior "140 square feet of land facing the highway on plot 
number 2 in the village projected on land belonging to him through hav- 
ing acquired it from the Honorable Henri Johnson."(23) This land was to 
be used as a site for a courthouse, which Thibodaux agreed to construct 
at his own expense.(24) In 1819 he sold to the police jury an adjoining 
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13¢° Louisiana State Guide, p. 577; Memoirs of St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
 ‘Fhibodaux, Louisiana, p. 1l, hereinafter cited as Memoirs dt St. 

Joseph Church. 

14. Roger Baudier, The Catholic Church in Louisiana, p. 292, hereinafter 
cited as Baudier, the Catholic Church. 

15. Helen M. Bowie, Bayou Lafourche, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Lou- 

~ “asiana State University, hereinafter cited as Bowie, Bayou Lafourche. 
oo. alo eaabpe C. 
17. Henry E. Chambers, A History of Louisiana, pp. “A ohe gea Na 


18. TT. Lynn Smith, The Population of Louisiana: Its Composition and 
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Changes, p. ll, hereinafter cited as Smith, Pooulation. 

19, Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 292. 

20. Ibid., p. 197. in accordance with the decrees of the Spanish govern- 
ors Don %stevan Miro in 1790 and Manuel Gayoso de Lemos in 1799, sur- 
veys had’ been made along the Bayou Lafourche by Vicente Pintado and 
Carlos Trudeau in the settlements of the Acadians in Valenzuela and 
in the villaze of La Fourche of Chitimachas. (Survey of Federal Ar- 
chives, Fintado Papers, II, 49, 54, 63.) 

21. Baudier, The Catholic Church, Pe 2926 

22. Bowie, Bayou Lafourche, p. 21; Alcee Fortier, ed., Louisiana, Compris- 
ing Sketches of Parishes, Towns, Evonts, Institutions, and Persons, _ 
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arranzed in Cyvclopedic ror, hereinafter cited as Fortier, Louisiane. 


23. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Original Acts (1818-1820), pp. 
97-99, in Conveyances, seo I. P. f. La., No. 29, Lafourche Parish 
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‘Historical Sketch pois Wee. (First entry, pe 53.) 


plot of land to be used as the site for a jail.(25) 


- Henry Schuyler Thibodaux, the founder of the town that bears his 
name, served as a captain in the 7th regiment of the Orleans Territorial 
militia,(26) was a member of the Territorial Legislature,(27) justice of 
the peace for the county of Lafourche ,(28) a delegate to tho Constitu- 
tional Convention of 1812, and stato senator for the district of . 
Lefourche.(29) As prosident of the state senate, he became acting governo 
of Louisiana in 1824, filling the unexpired term of Governor Thomas Bolling 
Robertson.(30) Born in Albany, New York, in 1769, the descendant of a 
French Canadian, Thibodaux came to Louisiana in 1794 and settled in what 
is now St. James Parish. He moved to the site of the present town of 
Thibodaux in 1801. In 1810 he moved to the southwestern section of 
Lafourche County, which, in 1822, was established as Terrebonne Parish(31) 
reputedly through his efforts as a member of the state legislature.(32) 


The first house on the site of the present town of Thibodaux is 
‘said to have been built by James Carr in 1819.(33) The first four set- 
tlers, according to an historical account in the Thibodaux Sentinel 
based on the newspaper files of the Minerva for 1846, were ‘a blacksmith, 
a billiard table and coffee-house keeper, a tavern keeper, and a 
merchent.(34) Among the settlers who bought land from Henry Thibodaux 
between 1809 and 1812 were William Goforth,(35) Judge of the Interior 
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26. Clarence Edwin Carter, comp. and ed., The Territorial Papers of the 
United States, IX (The Territory of Chee 1pOseltle; Dose 
horeinafter cited as Carter, lorritorial Papers. 

27. Historical Biography of Henry Schuyler Thibodaux, (typescript in the 
possession of Sidney R. Coulon, Thibodaux, Louisiana), hereinafter 
cited as Historical Biography. 

28. Carter, Territorial Papers, IX, 600, 824; Historical Biography. 

29. Ibid. 

Sse bid. 

31. Lae Ae, 1822, p. 74; Historical Records Survey, County-Parish 
Boundaries in Louisiana, p. 3d. 

32, Historical biography; lew Orleans Daily Picayune, November 50, 1873. 

33, Fortier, Louisiana, II, 526. 

34. Thibodaux (La.), weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, April 3, 1875. 

Note: Until June 9, 1556 the paper was entitled Thibodaux Sentinel. 
After June 6, 1906 this title was resumed. See Historical Records 
Survey, Louisiana Newspapers, 1794-1940, A Union List of Louisiana 
Newspaper Files Available in Offices of Publishers, Libraries, and 
Private Collections in Louisiana, piveces hereinafter cited as 
ilistorical Records Survey, Louisiana Newspapers. 

35, Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Kecord of Deeds (1808-1812) p. 51, 
in Conveyances, hereinafter cited as Record of Deeds, see I. P. A. 
La. No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 15, p- TM ar ee 
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(First entry, p. 53) als, - ‘Historical Sketch 


Parish of Lafourche in 1808 (36) and 1609,(37) Jacques Verret, Mathurin. 
Daigle, Joseph Darsy, and Pierre Guidry.(38) : 


ro 


-*°*<It would seem that by 1830 community life was sufficiently devel- 
oped to make advisable the organization of a formal municipal govern- 
ment, for in that year the town was incorporated as Thibodauxville by 
_ the state lezislature.(39) The government thus established was directed 
I by five freeholders who acted as trustees of the town for a term of 
“> year.(40) The corporate limits were designated as "etl that portion 
of land situated in the Parish of Lafourche Interior, laid off and divided 
into lots by Henry S, Thibodaux, decoased, bounded by the main road lead- 
ing from bayou Lafourche to the parish of Terrebonne, below by the land 
. of the widow Guenon, in front by the bayou Lafourche, and behind by the 
+Jands of the widow of said H.S. Thibodaux." (41) Two years later by an 
amendment to the charter, the town limits wers extondod to include the 
lots owned by P.M. and J. Sargent, T. Chamborlain, and G. Barada Porret.(42) 
-*-°In 1838, upon the adoption of a new charter providing for the adminis- 
tration of municipal affairs by a mayor and 4 trustecs, tha name of the 
town was chanzed to tho present form.(43) Under this charter tho first 
municipal olection for a mayor and trustoos was held on May 7, 18368, at 
the courthousc in Thibodaux.(44) Henry F. Ynoblock, Judge of the Interior 
Parish of Lafourchco, conducted the clection which named James Mc Allistcr 
mayor by a vote of 44 to 2; Mathurin Bourg, Alexander Lawson, John C. 
_..Beatty, and J.A. Scudday were elected trustees.(45) The town council _ 
held its first mcoting tho following weck at the law office of Jamcs 
Mc Allistor.(46) In June the first rovenue ordinance was approved.(47) 
The sarly ordinances woro promulgated by posting copicos in French and Eng- 
lish for 10 days at the courthouse, the post offics, and the tavern of Tu- 
bert Aucoin.(48}) By November, howover, arrangomonts had becn madc for 
the publishing of ordinances in tho Thibodauxville Intolligencer.(49) 
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36... ibidsine 

37... sLdidepepheTSO. 

38, kocord of.Decds, pp. 117, 57, 58, 80. 

59. La. Sfineak65Qsap.i tot. 

40° Wbidwva sac. eo. 

41. 5elbideyysec Sls 

42. 6% oa. he Lraoe nm Priel Oasis 9Gs cl. 

43..:. La. tke, 1638, 467, 'socs'. 1-3. , 

44, Minutes, Torn of Thibodsux, vol. I, ps 5, -horcinafter cited as 
Minutes, sec ontry l. 

£5. Glbitiea Dn. fas 06+ 

AS. “iid. ;f9p- 5, 7. . 

47, Ibid., June 18, 1838, p. lc. 

48. Ibid., p. 1s. 

49, Ibid., Novomber 9, 1858, p. 18. 


vo. 3; Cartor, Territorial Papers, p. 830. 
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“Historical Sketch | (First entry, p+ 53.) 


A suitable meeting places for the governing body of the town was 
provided when, in 1840, a public market house was erected (50) on land 
donated by the widow of Henry S. Thibodaux.(51) A portion of this build- 
ing was probably still in use as a council chamber as late as 1871.(52) 
Plans for the erection of a town hall began to materialize in 1879, when 
the mayor purchased for this purpose a lot on the corner of Green and 
West 4th Streets belonging to the Thibodaux Fire Company.(53) However, 
because of various delays, the contract for constructing the building 
was not awarded until 1885.(54) The cornerstone was laid on February 15, 
1886,(55) and the building was. opened to public inspection in March.(56) 


“Although Thibodaux had been the parish seat since its inception, 
(57) it did not finally become the permanent seat of justice until after 
@ special election held May eee oe OG ‘At this election the parish 
electorate voted to retain the parish seat at Thibodaux rather than to 
change it to a place imown as the Theriot Land located about 10 miles 
below the town.(59) The sheriff was instructed to proclaim the results 
of the election “in a loud and intelligible voice in the English and 
French languages at the courthouse door."(60) 


> Se eae Eee 


50. Ibid., September 19, 1840, Rp. 50; ibid., October 4, 1859, p. 36. 
See also ibid., March 16, 1840, p. 38. 

51. Ibid., p. 45, copy of act of donation by Bridget Bellanger dated 
September 18, 1839. Bridget Bellanger was the widow of H.S,. 
Thibodaux. (Historical Biography.) 

52. Minutes, June 6, 1871, vol. Il, p- 174. 

53, Ibid., March 13, 1879, vol. fen Pee 00. ese SO Lafourche 
Parish, Clerk of Court, Conveyances, vol. 18, TOT ie Vatods alls tl os 
see I. P. A. La. Now 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 15, 
pe 50. 

54, Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, December 1, 1885. See also Minutes, 
December 1, 1865, vol. IV, p.- 128. In 1881 the tovm council was 
using an office leased fron J. Badeaux. (Weekly, Thibodaux Sentinel, 
Decomber 6, 1881.) 

55. Cornerstone of City Hall, Thibodaux. The cornerstone lists fF. 
Sancen, architect; L.C. Aubert, builder; 1.D. Moore, Ellis Braud, 
and J.L. Aucoin, building committee. 

56. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, March 20, 1886. 

57. Thibodaux was designated the courthouse site as early as 1818, and 
the courthouse building was in existence in Thibodaux at least by 
1838 when the municipal election was held there. 

58. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Election Returns, May 6, 185c, 
see I. P. A. La. No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 77, 

p. 63. 

59. Ibid. (Although there is no evidence to support this supposition, 
it is probable that the move to change the location of the parish 
seat came as a result of the construction of the railroad and the 
desire to have the parish seat nearer the railroad facilities. Ses 
historical sketch, transportation.) aa 
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(First entry, p. 53) | Historical Sketch 


The commercial life of Thibodaux received an early stimulus when, 
shortly after the incorporation of the Union Bank of Louisiana in 1832, 
(61) the town was designated as one of 8 discount and deposit offices. 

(62) Likewise, because of its strategic position on Bayou Lafourche, 
Thibodaux appears to have become a shipping point of considerable 
importance. Most of the sugar and molasses from Terrebonne Parish passed 
through the town on its way to a market, and the return freight and sup-= 
plies came by the same route.(63) In 1846, 8,000 hogsheads of sugar and 

as many barrols of molasses were shipped from the wharves at Thibodaux.(64) 
Moss and cotton were also sent from this point.(65) An estimate of the 
growth of the tovm by 1846 can be formed from the following figures. In 
that yoar taxablo property in Thibodeux was valued at $381,785.(66) The 
free school tax of oe brought into the treasury $1,908.92. The corpora- 
tion tax of + per cont totaled $954.46. Thero wero 12 dry goods merchants, 
3 grocers, an apothecary, 5 physicians, 4 lawyors, 9 licensed drays, 3 
hacks, 1 iron and 2 brass foundries, an engine and finishing shop, a saw- 
mill, a lyceum, a printing office, a bank, a market, courthouse and jail, 

2 copper, tin, and shoet iron shops, 2 jowellers, 2 gunsmiths, 2 saddlers, 
a shoomaker, 4 schools, 3 barber shops, 8 taverns, 6 coopering establish- 
ments, 3 blacksmith shops, an ice housc, 2 coal and 2 lumber yards, 2 
bakeries, 2 fruit and confeetionery stores, 4 warehouses, 2 livory Stables, 
4 builders and contractors, a cabinet maker, 2 iron warehouses, and 3 
churches, one Episcopal, one Catholic and one Mothodist.(67) 


With the outbreak of tho War botween the States, attention was 
sharply diverted from the normal civilian pursuits to the defense of 
the Confederacy. Several military companies drawn from Lafourche Parish © 
were organized in Thibodaux.(68) On September 26, 1861, the Lafourche 
Creoles were mustered into service at the corner of Lower Canal and St. 
Bridget Streets by Colonel Valery Vicknair.(69) According to a 





61 o., Mak MApdeseyp Fa2t. 


62%." Lbids 
63. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel. April 3, 1875. 
64. 75-58, De Bow/, “The Parishes of Louisiana," De Bow's Commercial 


De Bow's Review. 
65. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel. April 3, 1875. 
66. De Bow'ts Review, II (1846) 443. 


67. bid? 
68. Seo l. P. A. La. No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), Historical 
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Bayou Lafourche country see Jackson Beauregard Davis, "The Life of 
Richard Taylor," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXIV (1941), 71, 
hereinafter cited as Davis, “Taylor,” La. H.Q. 

69. Record of the Lafourche Creoles, A Military Company Organized in 
the year A.D. 1861 For Service in the Army of the Confederate 
States of America, p. 4, (manuscript in possession of Sidney R. 


Coulon, Thibodaux, Louisiana.) 
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Historical Sketch — | i sei oe (First entry, p. 53.) 


contemporary account the increased enrollment in the Allen Rifles, a 
company named in honor of R.H. Allen of Lafourche, was due largely to 
the stirring addresses given by the Honorable Pierre Soule and the 
Abbe Menard at a barbocue in Thibodaux.(70) 


. The Federal campaign in the Lafourche District was directed towards 
the dispersement of the Confederate troops assembled along the western 
side of the Mississippi River (71) and along both banks of Bayou Lafourche. 
(72) Possession of this territory was vital to the security of the Union 
‘position in New Orleans, (73) which had been captured in April 1862.(74) 
Operations began with an expedition organized by Major General Benjamin 
F, Butler, which, under the command of Brigadier-General Godfrey Weitzel, 
landed at Donaldsonville on October 25, 1862.(75) A colum of Union 
soldiers had been sent from Algiers (opposite New Orleans) along the 
Opelousas railroad to Thibodaux and Brashear (now Morgan) City in order 
to open the railroad and send supplies to Weitzel's forces.(76) On October 
27, Weitzel's soldiers engaged the Confederate forces at Georgia Landing, 
about ll miles above Thibodaux.(77) On the following day the Union 
‘forces ontercd Thibodaux.(78) Under the command of Brigadier-General 
Alfred Mouton, the Confederate soldiers, including the 18th Louisiana 
Regiment,(79) fired the "Thibodaux Bridge and the bridges at La Fourche’ 
Crossing and Terre Bonne Station" before retreating to Berwick Bay, which 
they reached on October 29.(80) The Federal troops arrived in time to 
prevent the total destruction of the two railroad bridges across Bayou 
Lafourche and Bayou Terrebonne,(81) and with the repair of these bridges 
and the one across Bayou Boeuf the railroad was then open all the way to 
Brashear City.(82) The Confederates had retired to Brashear City but 
found this position untenable and were forced to evacuate it.(83) Con- 
sequently the Union army was left in undisputed possession of the La- 
fourche country.( 84) However, the Confederates maintained control of 


a Ne em 


70. Winchester Hall, The Story of the 26th Louisiana Infantry in the 


71. War of tho Robellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 


ween eens eee 


Tay esd. » ppeseos, 167: 

73. Davis, "Taylor," La. H.Q., p. 71. 

Wl, Gai. Bes 6 Bt Pine. { Au 

75. Rebellion Records, pp. 159, 161, 165, 167. 

716.2.) ibid, psrrag. 

77. Ibid., pp. 167, 168; Louisiana State Guide, pp. 576, Mae 

78. Rebellion Records, p. 169. 

FOSURLo Ids, parrlo? . 

Sinufioid SpirperbTs". 

BPewslbid., p. 169. 

gai bcd. Sp. 170. 

Boe lClpid.. 2 o416 1. 

84, .Ibid., pp. 170, 171. According to Brigadier-General Weitzel the 
Lafourche country by November 2, 1€62, was "as safe to travel as 
Canal Street." 
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(First entry, p. 53.) Be Mies ' Historical Sketch 


the territory along Bayou Teche and successfully repulsed a Federal 
advance on November 3. This action left tho Southorn forcos in full 
control of Bayou Techo.(85) | | 


No local records of naval engagements have been located, but there 
is evidence that at the beginning of the war Bayou Lafourche was forti- 
fied by the Confederate forces, “tho works oxtending from swamp to swamp 
on oithcr side of the bayou."(86) Federal oporations in tho Lafourcho 
District soom to have boon generally in the vicinity of Grand River.(87) 
At the close of the War between the States, a volunteer company of militia 
was organized in the Thibodaux district under the authorization of Colonel 
Louis Bush, commandine the militia of the parish of Lafourche.(88) 


When civilian government was resumed in 1865, vacancies in the 
office of mayor and trustees for Thibodaux as well as all parish offices 
were filled by appointmont of the governor.(89) At the first mesting of 
tho newly organizod town council the task of readjustment and reconstruc- 
tion was begun. Recognizing the necossity of economy in expenditures, 
the mayor recommended a 50% reduction in tho salarios of the town offi- 
cials, including his ovm. Mindful also of tho straitonod financial 
status of the taxpayers, ho suggested that no attempt be made to collect 
the unpaid taxes of the war yoars, and that a now assessment be offected 
based on the post-war value of property.(90) The statuary basis of the 
municipal government also required reorganization, since the record 
books, containing the minutes and ordinances, had becn lost during the 
conflict.(91) A now sct of municipal laws, suitable to the oxisting 
conditions, was speedily cnactod.(92) 


Tho offort towards post-war cconomic reconstruction is roflected in 
the extcnsivo proparations in 1866 for the cultivation of sugar. Several 
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85. ODavaeye vay lor, +16.°R."O.5"p.. 71; 

86. Official Records of tho Union and Confederate Navies in the War of 
iovtencliisnyicerivs’c* yols-i.-pt 629. ee 

G7. Meeidegecoricel, Wor.°19"*p. Gi7;"abid., vol.'21, pp. 627, 642-43, 
622-35. aie 

88. Thibodaux Sentinel, November 11, 1865. For the oath of Louis Bush 
as colonel, recorded November 4, 1665, soo Lafourche Parish, Clerk 
of Court, Oaths of Office (August 8, 1854-September 10, 1670), p. 
29, in OathSBook,; seo IV°Ps"A. La., No. 29, Lafourche Parish, 
(Thibodaux) *entry’42;p.55. ik th 

89. Thibodaux Sentirel, September 23, 1855. The Federal authorities 
had confirmed the election of Governor Wells. (Thibodaux Sentinel, 
August 26, 1865). 3 CS a ae 

90. Minutes, September 19, 1865, in Thibodaux Sentinel, Scptimbor 23, 
1865. 

91. Thibodaux Sentinel, Ostober. 2}, 1865. 

92. Thibodaux Sentinel, Novomber 11, 1865, Ordinance 343; ibid., Novem- 
ber 25, 1665, 7:5; ibid., March 10, 1836, gO ae seq 
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idle plantations had been leased, and the fact that seed cane was selling 
at the high price of $2.00 an arpent did not deter purchasers.($3) At 
this time the value of lots and improvements in Thibodaux was 
$245,140.00; personal property was assessed at 12,700.00 and stock at 
867,800.00, making a total assessed valuation of $325,640.00.(94) It 

is interesting to note that the following year land assossments had 
doercascd to $241,710.00 and personal property to $2,500.00, but the 
inercase in stock from $67,800.00 to $82,450.00 brought tho total value 
to $333,660.00, an increase of $8,020.00 cver the preceding year.(95) 


By 1869 many improvements had been made in the conditions of the 
banquettes, (sidewalks) streets, and ditches of the town, and the 
Thibodaux Sentinel reported that "there is no where a tenement of any 
kind to rent whilst every day we see persons hunting for dwelling houses 
and offices without success."(96) The Thibodaux Foundry had been over- 
hauled and refitted; the Sheet Iron and Tin Manufactory was building 
a complete open train for manufacturing suger in addition to several 
granulating pans and other apparata; the brick yards were selling 
bricks as fast as they could be baked; and a now saw mill was being 
built.(97) Trade, especially in sugar, had begun to reestablish itself. 
Rice, sugar, vegetables, poultry, and produce from the agricultural 
country around Thibodaux were concentrated in the towm for shipping 
via the flatboats on Bayou Lafourche. The produce tax paid in the 
parish during the Fiscal year 1888-89 amounted to $3,387.00. Of the 
agricultural products raised in the parish there were sold from 
Thibodeaux 9,710 sacks of rice, 126,350 barrels of sugar, 625 hogsheads 
of sugar, and 33,250 barrels of molasses.(98) 


During the decade 1891 to 1900, Thibodaux's commercial and munici- 
pal services expanded to include two banks, a telephone exchange 
and a publicly ovmed waterworks system.(99) The Bank of Thibodaux 
was organized in 1891, and six years later the Bank of Lafourche was 
established. By 1900 the lattcr institution reported a capital stock 
of $25,000.00 with surplus and profits amounting to $11,615.00.(1) 
Telegraph communication was available to residents of the tovm as 
early as 1875 through the facilitics of Western Union,(2) and by 1900 
the locally ovmed and operated telephone company listed 150 subscribers 


ee ee ee an 


92, Weekly Thibodaux Sontinel, November e4, 1856. By "$2.00 an arpent" 
is probably meant the quantity of sced canoe necossary to plant a 
square arpent of land. An arpont is about 198 fect. (Smith, Fopu- 
lation, p. 9) 

94. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinol, August 10, 1857. 





OS™ liad. 
9g)28 Loid.; July 1%, 169. 
975 Lbid’s; 
98. Now Orleans Sunday Statos, August 5, 1900. 
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2, Weekly Thibodaux Sontinoel, Soptember 18, 1€75; sco also ibid., 
Octobor 9, 1875; Minutes, September PRGLe7S, vol. III, p. 59. 
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and a capital stock of $25,000.00.(3) . 


The general prosperity of the tovm may be inferred from the fact 
that in 1895 the municipality undertook the construction of a publicly 
owned waterworks system. ‘The plant, accepted May 3, 1895,(4) was 
financed by a 5 mill property tax approved in a special election held 
for the purpose.(5) Still operated under municipal supervision, the 
system has beon recently improved by the installation of a 250,000 
gallon storaze tank costing $25,600.00.(6) A few years after the erec- 
tion of the waterworks system, work was begun on an eloctric power and 
light plant, financed by a $15,000.00 bond issue. The tax upon which 
the bond issue was based did not become operative until the cxpira- 
tion of the waterworks tax in 1904.(7) By the turn of the century 
there were also in operation in Thibodaux an ice factory with a daily 
output of 40 tons, 3 foundries, a boiler works, a barrel factory, a 
brick factory, a bottling works, wholesale grocery, dry goods houses, 
and a warehouse.(8) The assessed valuation of property in Thibodaux 
by 1901 was $388,227.00,(°) a considerable increase over the 1888 
figure of $249,765.00.(10) In the 10 year period from 1910 to 1920 
the assessed valuation of personal property increased from $192,771.00 
to $545,585.00.(11) From 1910 to 1940 the value of improvements to 
property rose from $31,535.00 to $1,571,360.00.(12) The total as- 
sessed valuo of property more than trebled between 1910 and 1920, 
amounting to $564,245.00 in 1910 and $1,896,070.00 in 1920.(13) Prop- 
erty assessment for 1940 was $2,229,380.00.(14) 


Thibodaux today is supported by agriculture and by a more recent 
oil development.(15) As the main distribution and marketing point for 
the surrounding area, the towm ships annually over 3,000 carloads of 


i er 


3. New Orleans Sunday States, August 5, 1900. See also Ordinance 
Book, Ordinance 7-113 adopted February 16, 1897, accepting the 
proposition to erect and operate a local telephone service, vol. 
BA aga a 134, see entry 4. 

4. Mivtutes, Udvesgebt955-vol. V,.p. 40. 

S. Toid.,- «une c0_--bost pos-10,—11. 

6. st0id., vuly 30, 1940,°vol. IX, pp. 26, 29; see also ibid., Jan- 
uary 31, 1940, p. 6. 

lo See Minutes, September 1, 1898, vol. V, p- 163 to June ¢, 1899), 
p. 202. 

8. New Orleans Sundav States, August 5, 1900. 

9. Thibodaux Assessment Roll, 1901, p. 26, see entry 45. 

10. Ibid., 1888, p. 14. PON 
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13. Louisiana State Guide, p. 578; Lewis Bernard, A History of Thibodaux, 
Louisiana and Its Newspapers, Scoo0l of Journalisn, Lovisiane 
State University, p. 10, hereinafter cited as Dernard, Newspapers. 
See also New Orleans Tribune, Marah ec, 2958. 
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cane, corn, potatoes, rice, onions, and truck produce.(1S5) Seven 
highways intersect in Thibodaux, and the town is served by 2. .rail- 
roads, 5 bus lines, the Intracostal Canal System, and numerous truck 
lines.(17) : 


Population pon Sty ae bed late Dea ee 


The earliest records available (18) show the population of Thibdo- 
daux in 1844 to have been 430 inhabitants.(19) This figure more than 
doubled in the next 2 years.(20) aside from the descendants of the orig- 
inal French and Spanish settlers and the Acadian immigrants,(21) there 
were also Irish and German jnhabitants.(22) In 1850 the white population 
was 907, the negro, 335;(23) in 1860 the total number of inhabitants was 
1,380--1,039 white, 59 free colored, and 302 slaves.(24} In 1867 the 
Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel listed a total population for Thibodaux of 
ho tce persons, 752 white and 4359 Negro.(25) Three years later the United 
States census reported 1,922 inhabitants, 1,149 of whom were white.(26) 
Of the total number, 143 were classified as foreign born.(27) The in- 
crease in the population figure and the number of foreign born may be in 
part attributed tothe importation in October 1870 of 106 Chinese to work 
on the Leighton plantation located about 2 miles above the town.(28) In 
“the next decade the population figure dropped to T°S1S, (29) a factor in 
the decline probably being the yellow fever epidemic of 1076. (40)7 in 
1890 the tovm comprised 2,078 persons ,(31) which by the turn of the cen- 
tury numbered 3,253.(32) The census figure for 1910 was 3,824;(33) for 


. 
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16. Bernard, Newspapers, p. 10. 

LV aeeibids y 

18. ‘The census report. for 1840 does not segregate the population of 
Thibodaux fro:.that of the parish. (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Sixth Census, 184C, p. 60.) 

19. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, April 3, 1875; De Bow's Review, II, 445. 

20. Idem. in 1645 the population was 894. *e 

21, --Smith, Population, pp. 9-11. 

22.. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, April 3, 1875. 

3. UeS. Bureau of the Census, kinth Census, 1870, I, 156. The Seventh — 
Census, 1850, p. 385, gives no distinction as to race or color. 

24, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, p- 195. 

25, Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, August 10, 1067. 

26. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, I, 156. 

27, Ibid. > oars 

28. eekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 15, 1870. 

29. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census, 1080, Population, p.- 197. 

30. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, August 10, 1878. See also ibid., 
December Gs VLONE: and December 28, 1878. 

31. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Sleventh Census, 1890, Population, pt. l, 
p. 169. 


22. Ibid., Twelfth Census, 1900, Population, Tae Disa d 
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1920, 3,525;(34) for 1930, 4,442;(35) and by 1940 Thibodaux had passed 
the 5,000 mark.(36) pues ms 


v 


Transportation 


The location of Thibodaux on Bayou Lafourche was no doubt a contri- 
buting factor to the early development of the town. The bayou was then 
a navigable stream which flowed from the Mississippi River at Donaldson- 
ville to the Gulf of Mexico. As the main artery of traffic for the region 
around Thibodaux, the bayou was deep enough to accomodate steamboats as 
well as the flat boats carrying farm produce.(37) Freight from Houma 
‘was transported to the tovm via Bayou Terrebonne, a smaller stream 
branching from Bayou Lafourche at Thibodaux and emptying into the Gulf. 
(38) By 1846 commerce along the water front was apparently sufficient 
to warrant the inclusion of a wharfinger as one of the municipal offi- 
cials.(39) 


. The bridge at Thibodaux across Bayou Lafourche has a long and tur- 
bulent history. The first drawbridge across the stream was erected in 


a 


34, Ibid., Fourteenth Census, 1920, Population, I, eet. 

35. tIbid., Fifteenth Census, 1950, Population, I, 461. 

36. Ibid., Sixteenth Census, 1940, Population, First Series, Number of 

, Inhabitants, Lovisiana, my ot The exact figure for 1940 is 651. 

37. La. Aw, 1646, #153, soc. 20; Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, May 29, 
1869. As late as 1900 the bayou was open to navigation for large 
steamers except for 2 or 3 months during the year when the water 
level was low. Even at the low water stage, the bayou could accom- 
modate flatboats. (New Orleans Sunday States. August 5, 1900.) 

38. R.A. Bazet, “Houma-An Historical Sketch,” Centennial Celebration, 
Houma, Louisiana, May 10-13th, 1954, pp. 9, 37, hereinafter cited 
as Bazet, "Houma." La. A., 1838) #67, sec. 1, gives*Bayou Terre- 
bonne as the rear boundary of Thibodaux. According to Wm. H. 
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with Bayou Lafourche. For a map showing the course of Bavou Terre- 
bonne, see T.G. Bradford, Louisiana, 1838. (photostatic copy of 
map in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey.) Varia- 
tions in the spelling of Bayou Terrebonne included: Bayou Derbone, 
(see Wm. Darby, A Map of the State of Louisiana with part of the 
Mississippi Territory from Actual Surveys. (1816) in State office 
of Louisiana Historical Records Survey. )$; Bayou D'arbonne, {La- 
fourche Parish, Clerk cf Court, Record of Deeds (1808-1812) p. 80 
in Conveyances, see I.P.A. La. No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), 
entry 15, p. 50); Bayou Dearbon, (ibid., pp. 56, 58.);and Bayou 
a@'Arbonne, (ibid., pp. 86, 87.) Bayou Terrebonne is no longer 
suitable for navigation; the upper part near Thibodaux is hardly 
more than a ditch and is used exclusively for drainage. (Bazet, 
"Houma", p. 37) 

39. La., 1846, #153, secs. 16, 20. 
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1857 at a cost of 823,000.00.(40) Prior to this time, passengers and 
supplies were transported from one side to the other by a ferry.(41) 
Only 5 years after the completion of the bridge,(42) it was destroyed 
by the Confederate soldiers retreating from Lafourche Parish.(43) The 
bridge hastily constructed in its place by the Federal army was not & 
drawbridge, and consequently navigation of the bayou below Thibodaux 
was closed.(44) The Federal built bridge was in turn fired by the 
Union soldiers as they retreated in June 1863, but the destruction was 
not complete and the bridge was used until 1866, when it was torn dorm 
in préparation for the erection of another drawbridge.(45) 


In the interval ferry service had to be resumed.(46) Tho ferry 
boat was docked at the head of Maronge Street, and the ferryman was 
bound to keep constantly at the landing a flat bottom boat large enough 
to cross four herses at a time, and a "coommodious skiff" to accomnddate 
foot passengers .(47) He was subject to a fine not exceeding $10 if any 
person were required to wait 15 minutes "after hallooing for the ferry- 
man to cross him."(48) 


ee 
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40. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1867. See also Minutes, 
December 15, 1604, vol. I, p- 251; la. A., 1855, 907, sec. 15 
Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, February 26, 1876. The bridge company 
was incorporated before a notary public under the authority of La. 
A., 1855, #131. A copy of the charter may be found in the Weekly 

Thibodaux Sentinel for March 4, 1876, and among the case papers, 
#10, 969, of the Police Jury of the Parish of Lafourche et al v. 
The Thibodaux Bridze Company in Liquidation, 44 La. Ann. 137 (1892). 
The capital stock of the company was fixed by the charter at $30,000, 
divided into 1200 shares of $25 each, with the privilege of increas- 
ing the stock to 735,000. 

4. Talhk., 1852, p. 162, sec. 43 La. A-, 1855, #67, sec. 1. See also 
Minutes, October 14, 1839, vol. T, p- 57. ie, 

42. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1867; Weekly Thibodaux 
Sentinel, February 26, Ase 

43. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1867; see aiso Police Jury 
ve Thibodaux bridge Company, footnote 40 above. 7 

44, Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1867; Minutes, September 19, 
1665, vol. Il, p. 46. 

45. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1867. ‘hen the town coun- 
cil of Thibodaux was reorganized in 1865, the mayor called the. at- 
tention of the trustees to the fact that the Thibodaux Bridge was 
"rapidly going to destruction". (Minutes, December 4, LBEo. vol. 
Ti p< 25) 

46. From 1862 to 1867 a ferry was operated across the bayou. (Police 
Jury v. Thibodaux Bridge Company. See also Weekly Thibodaux Sen- 
tinel, November 17, 1866, Ordinance 20. 

47, Pao: 

48. Ibid. The ferryman was obliged to cross jurymen and militia-men 
witnout charge, and licensed ministers of the gospel were also ex- 
empted from payment. 
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900 was begun in April 1867 
n af e year.(49) The bridge was built — 
any under the auspices of the police jury and the tom © 
‘In 1892 it became the joint property of these govern=ns 
-(OL)}.. In 1921, however, as the result of a dispute over the 
- question of abolishing toll fees entirely, the bridge was placed under 
the custody of the town, which was to bear all expenses and operate it 
as a free bridge.(52) Finally, in 1923 the Louisiana Highway Commis- 
gion assumed the maintenance of the Thibodaux Bridze.(53) 
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+ Agitation for the construction of a railroad line to Thibodaux 

was begun as early as 1854,(54) when the New Orleans, Opelousas, and 
Great Western railroad, organized in New Orleans in 1852,(55) reached 
Lafourche Crossinz,(56) about 4 miles below the town.(57) In 1855 the 

“line reached Terrebonne Station (now Schriever) (58) about 3 miles from 
Thibodaux.(59). The proposition to build a branch line to join the 
railroad at Terrebonne Station was discussed at public and at council 
meetings on numerous occasions, notably in 1869, 1871, and 1877,(60) 
but the connecting link, making railroad transportation possible from 
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49. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 26, 1857.- 
BO. biG, :,bae.0A., 1856, 7-70. 
51. Police Jury v. Thibodsux Bridge Company, 44 La. Ann. 187 (1892). 
-. ‘See also Lafourche Parish, Police Jury Minutes, November ibs Re a Se 
“Vol. V, p. 12, hereafter cited as Police Jury Minutes, see Feit ae tks 
La., No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 1, p- 47, and 
Wanutes, Town of Thibodaux, October 25, 1917, vol. VI, p. 269. 
52. Minutes, Town of Thibodaux, July e650 1920, vole Vi, p. S8i; ibid, 
. + October 8, 1920, p. 392; ibid, May 15, 1921, p. 452. 
53. Police Jury Minutes, May 9, 1923, vol. VII, p. 160. 
54. Minutes, Town of Thibodaux, December 15, 1854, vol. I, pp. aol, 
252. . 
55. Southern Pacific Company, Historical Outline, p. 50. This rail- 
road was incorporated in 1853. (La. A.,1853, 7149, #345). 
56. Bazet, “Houma”, p. 335. : 
57. Highway Commission Map. 
58. Bazet, “Houma”, p. 33. 
59. Louisiana State Guide, pp. 577, 580. : 
60. Minutes, October 20, 1€69, vol. II, pp. 121, lez; ibid., December 


7, 1871, p. 197. See also ibid., May 22, 1872, p. ocd. Weekly 


Thibodaux Sentinel, September 1, 1877; Minutes, September 4, 1877, 
WOls sil ep. lee. | : 
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Thibodaux to New Orleans, was not completed until 1879.(61) 


Today, no ante Pat iacad passes through Thibodeux, but the town is 
connected with the Texas and New Orleans Railroad (a part of the Texas 
and Louisiana lines of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company) (62) by 
e@ 3 mile branch line tepping the main line at Schriever.(63) A branch 
of the Texas and Pacific railroad also serves Thibodaux.(64) However, 
neither of these lines provides passenger service. (65) 


Schools 


Public education in Thibodaux was given its first real impetus on 
April 22, 1847, when Judge George Seth Guion, a prominent sugar planter, 
who five years vreviously had been appointed as an administrator of the 
public schools in Lafourche Parish, (36) donated to the tovm authorities 
a tract of land “100 feet front on Jackson Street by 215 feet 9 inches 
in depth" for the specific purpose of “encouraging public education in 
the limits of the towm."(67) Provision for a publ +3 school had been 
made as varly as 1817 by an act incorporating the "congrogation of St. 
Joseph,"(68) but the school was to be for the exclusive benefit of the 
inhabitants of the ecclesiastical parish of St. Joseph.(69) However, 
there was apparently a public school of a non-secular character in 
Thibodaux by 1826, for in that year the administrators of public schools. 
were authorized by the state legislature to "sell the school house and 
lot in Thibodeaux." (70) 


After the Guion donation, a separate municipal school district was 
formed, for which state support was accorded on the basis of the number 
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61. ‘eekly Thibodaux Sentinel, February 1, 1879. See also Minutes, 
May 6, Semekeah. ailsm. 212; ibid.,,April 9, ~ 1878, p pp. 151-153; 
Gramnanes Book, Ordinance 3:57, adopted May 30, 1876, vol. II, p. 
84; Minutes, December 27, 1878, Ole thibneal. 192. y-Bon agcopy of 
the azreement between the towm and the railroad company, drawn up 
before a notary public on June 1, 187%, see Ordinance Book, vol. 
II, pp. 86-91. For a map showing the location of Terrebonne Sta- 
tion and of Horgan's Louisiana and Texas Railroad, seo Bureau of 
Immigration, lap of the State of Louisiane (1885) on file in Stato 
office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey. 

62. Southern Facific Company, Historical Babine | pe 3. 

63. Louisiana State Guide, pp. 577, BRN cd tay 

64. Highway Commission fan. 

65. Texas and Pacific Railway, Time Tables, Issued October lz, 1941, 
table 7. T ga 

66. Police Jury Minutes, September 1642, vol. I, p. dl. 

67. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Conveyances, vol. V, p. 143. 

Gh .9 2 LA Shc 1) Gilles weet, 6.00. 18. 

69.2 4.1 bid. 

ebay hele, 237, p. 168. 
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of educable children in the Thibodaux district.(71) At this time, 1848, 
there were 124 children of school age in the town.(72) In 1849 the 

Guion Academy buildins, a 2-story brick structure(73) costing $3,000 (74) 
and capable of accomodating 150 pupils, was accepted by the municipal 
council.(75) The school was under the direction of the Reverand J. (or A.) 
Sandles (Sandels), who conducted the boys' department. Mrs. J. Rouvert . 
was in charge of tho zirls.(76) 


The school was administered by a board composed of six members, three 
of whom were elocted at the regular municipal election, and three who 
wero the members of tho standing committee on education of the town coun- 
cil.(77) The board of directors of the Guion Academy held its first 
meeting on May 30, 1849,(78) with the following members present: G.W. 
Hunter, James A. Scudday, and Prosper Marchais, elected members,(79) and 
Winchester Hall, V.D. Terrebonne, and &. Murphy of the committee on educa- 
tion.(€0) The Academy was a public school in the modern sense of the 
word, since it provided “gratuitous education of children of either sex 
who were white residents between the ages of 6 and 16."(81) Instruction 
was given in "spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, 
history, chronology, natural philosophy, chemistry, astronomy, and mathe- 
matics".(82) The boys and girls were taught in separate classes, and their 
playgrounds were separate.(83) The secretary of the "Corporation" (Thibo- 
daux town) kept the minutes of the board, and the town treasurer kept a 
separato account for the Guion Academy. (84) 


er a a 


71. La. A., 1848, 4228. See also Minutes, June 19, 1847, vol. I, p. 1593 
ibid., December 8, 1847, p. 164; La. A., 1846, #153, sec. 3; La. A., 
1847, #225, sec. 10. 

72. Minutes, September 16, 1848, vol. I, p. 177. 

Joel it gene 0, Leah en 171. 

72.) Lostae oly. Oa, Dose, pb. 171,, 172% 

75. iIbid., March 10, 1849, p. 184. 

76. ibid.; Record (Journal of the Board of Directors of the Guion Academy), 
May 30, 1849, p. 3, hereinafter cited as Journal, see entry 80. 

77. Ibid., Ordinance for the establishment and organization of a public 
school in the town of Thibodaux, sec. 3, back of book, pp. 1-3, 
hereinafter cited as Public School Ordinance. 

78.  gourneal, “pro. 

79. Elected at municipal election Mav 7, 1849. (Minutes, May 8, 1849, 
VOlwtal puD sol 0o.) ; 

CO. worn. PD. os fouutos, May 121040 vol, Typ. ro. 

€1. Public School Ordinanee, soc. 1. Ordinarily, state supported public 
schools wore requosted to admit a cortain number of indigent pupils 
froe of charge, but the other pupils presumably paid tuition. (Henry 
E. Chambers, A History of Louisiana, I, 568.) 

82. Journal, Rules for the Government of the School, rule ‘7, back of 
book, p. 3. 

83. Public School Ordinance, sec. l. 
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 53.) 


| The expenses of the Academy for the first year were $2,300(85) 
During the session beginning in September 1649, there was an average 
attendance of 105 pupils--33 "males", 37 "females", and 35 “younger 
childron."(86} In 1853 a French class was established at the Acade- 
my,(87) and in the same year a “chemical philosophical apparatus" was 
obtained for the use of the school.(88} An instance of the extensive 
use of the French language, even among the children taught in the pub- 
lic schools, was the ruling of the board of directors in 1857 that no 
child should be permitted to take lessons in the French languaze until 
he had been certified as having a sufficient knowledge of Enzglish.(89) 


The school was closed when Thibodaux was captured by the Union 
forces during the second year of the War between the States,(90) and 
the building was not restored to the municipal authorities until 
1865{91) At this time directors of the school were appointcd,(92) and 
four toachers were engaged for the school.(93) Two yoars later, how- 
ever, because of financial difficulties, the tovm was no longer able 
to continue the support of the school, and the mayor was authorized 
to lease the Academy to any responsible person who would establish a 
private school.(94) Rent was to be payable to the tovm treasurer, 
and the council agreed to kecp the building and fences in repair.(95) 
‘The school was evidently rented to J.L. Field, a former princi- 
pal of the “corporation school," since the Thibodaux Sentinel reported 
in November 1&57 that Professor Field was conducting classes for boys 
in ths Guioh Academy building.(96) The girls were taught by Miss 
Sarah Niles.(97) The number of educable children (between the ages of 
7 and 18) in this year was 332, 221 of whom were white and 111 Negro.(98) 











85... Minutes, May 26,,1800; vol.,I, :p. 139. 

86. Journal, December 14, 1850, p. 13. 

87. Ibid., August 17, 1653, pp. no longer numbered. 

G8. ibid., Mav Iz, 1853. 

69, TIbid., February 14, 1857. 

90. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 54. For an account of. the 


—— ———= eee 


is. H.Q., p. 71. 

91. Minutes, October 13, 1865, vol. II, p. 49. The Minutes for this 
date contain a copy of special order #80 of Major General E.R.S. 
Canby restoring the school to the municipality. 

92. Thibodaux Sentinel, September 23, 1865. Soe essay on Board of 
Directors of Guion Academy, following. —~ ; 

93. Thibodaux Sentinel, November 4, 1865. 
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95," 1 hid. 
96. ‘Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, November 16, 1867. 
97. ibid. 


98. TIbid., August 10, 1867. 
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In 1870 the Guion Academy was leased by the town council to Colonel 
Louis Bush for a term of " 5 years, 3 months and 24 days at the rate of 
$25 a year." The lease was to bezin September 6, 1870 and to expire Jan- 
uary 1, 1876. Oddly enough, at the same time the lease was made, the 
sum of $25 was appropriated by tho tovm council "to be donated annually © 
to Louis Bush for 5 years, 3 months, end 24 days." The colonel agreed 
to conduct a school in which all white educable children would be admit- 
ted on "paying monthly not more than 81, or $12 a scholastic year."(99) 
Apparently this method of financing the school did not prove adequate, 
for in 1871 it was necessary for the citizens of Thibodaux to subscribe 
money to insure its continued operation for that year.(1) There is 
further evidence that the Academy was forced to close down entirely at 
some time between 187] and 1877.(2) Finally, on September 10, 1877, the 
Guion Academy was reopened with a faculty of three lady teachers.(3) 

In the following year, when a census of the third school district (Thibo- 
daux) showod 539 educable children,(4) the financial difficultics of the 
institution were somewhat ameliorated through a donation of $300 from 

the Poabody Fund.(5) At the samo time the school fund was augmented by 
$743.32 received from the stato and parish,(6) and $349.50 which was 
raised throuzh entertainments given by the faculty.(7) With this money 
the school was able to operate for a 9 months term.(8) The Guion Academy 


99. Minutes, September 5, 1870, vol. (GED. Luc ye Lao 

1. Weekly Thibodeaux Sentinel, August 26, 1871. 

G. bidwas Odtower (2757 1877. 

3. Ibid., September 29, 1877. 

4.’ Minutes, March 14, 1878, TOlecl ts aaeel | 

5. Ibid.; Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, August 10, 1876. 

6... Minutes, March 14, 1676, vol. 111, p.. 147. : 

7. Ibid.; Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, February 2, 1878. 

8. Minutes, March 14, 19876, vol. II, p. 147. A reorganization of 
the public school system had been effected by an act of tho legis- 
Jature in 1874, (la. A., 1874, 77122, sec. 1.) which abolished the 
municipal boards of school directors. <A subsequent act of 1877 
(LaeA., 1877 E.S. 7255 sec. S.) provided that not only the school 

: funds appropriated by the state should be paid to the parish treas- 

' urer, but all moneys raisod collected, or donatcd in the parish 














for the support of free scheols should go also into the parish 
treasury. In Lafourche Parish, however, it was not until 1879 that 
‘the parish school treasurer requested the town treasurocr of Thibo- 
deux to remit all the money collected for tho use of public schools 
in that municipality. (Minutes, June 3, 1879, vol. III, p. 214.) 


1 public schools directly under the 
d. But the town did not immediate- 


om 


control of the parish school 
ly relinquish its supervision. The town council continued to ap- 
point its committee on public schools, (Minutes, December 7, 1€&80, 
FOLIA L, Deueloettsoe, Novernber 28, 1894, vol. V, p. 31; ibid., 
December 28, 1686, p. lll; =7ic-, December 6, 1895, p. P75y) 10id., 
June 4, 1901, p. 288; ibid., ~av 1,°1903, p. 534, et seq., which 
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Historical Sketch ; wy) . (First entry, p.53.) | 


continued to function until the Tiibodeux iligh Scheel, financsa by 

a $50,000 bond issue,(9) was erected in 1912.(10) State approval was 
accorded in 1914.(11) By 1934, the high school building, which housed 
the elementary department as well, was so overcrowded that an election 
was held in school district #1 to authorize the construction of a 
building to be used as a high school only.(12) The $62,145 structure 
was accepted September 6, 1935.(13) The former building is now in use 
as a grammar school. mater iy tesren Trg) Beet) : cet “ 


As the people of the state of Louisiana had not taken kindly to 
the idea.of public schools,(14) so had the people of Thibodaux raised 
strong objections to being taxed for the support of public education. 
(15) Private and parochial schools, it seems, were much more in 
favor, especially in an almost entirely Catholic community such as 


eee ee A 


8. (cont.) received the authorization of the parish school board to 
act as local directors for the Thibodaux schools.(Minutes, Decem- 

. ber 7, 1860, vol. III, p. 272.) Until 1912, when the Thibodaux 
public schools were finally merged with the parish school dis- 
trict #41, (Minutes, August 23, 1912, vol. VI, p. 8.) the town 

“periodically appropriated sums toward the maintenance of the lo- 
cal schools. (Lafourche Parish, Superintendent of Education) 
Record (Minute Book) January 20, 1902, vol. I, p. 107, herein- 
after cited as School Board Minutes, see I. FP. A. La., No. 29, 
Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 196, p. 85. See also Minutes, 

.Town of Thibodaux, December 28, 1896, vol. V, p. lll; Urdinance 
Book, Kesolution passed February 8, 1901, vol. Ii, p. 183.) 
Taxes levied by the town for school purposes were turned over to 
the parish school board to be used to pay adequate salaries to 
the teachers of tho Guion Academy. (Ordinance Book, Resolution 
passed September 3, 1907, vol. II, p. 204.) Even as late as 
July 1912 the sum of ,3,000 was appropriated to the parish 
school board toward defraying cost of furniture for the district 
high school, then in course of construction. (Minutes, July 12, 
1912, vol. VI, p. 3.) In 1914, however, the balance of money in 
the municipal school fund was transferred to the general fund. 
(Ordinance Book, Resolution passed March 10, 1914, Wolsey p. OO.) 
Upon the adoption of a new municipal charter in 1918, provision 
was made for the appropriation of 5 mills of the property tax to 
the parish for the maintenance of ths public schools of the town. 
(La. A., 1918, #'265, sec. 35. See also Ordinance Book, annual 
appropriation ordinance #272, approved December 15, 1922, vol. III, 
Deio8l.) 
9.. School Board Minutes, August 9, 1911, vol. II, p. lily ibid., 
September 14, 1911, p. 123. Tey 
10. Thibodaux Sentinel, Hovember 15, 1912. . 
11. School Board Minutes, January 14, 1914, vol. III, p. 71. 
12.  Ibid., Kovember 14, 1934; vol.,.JV, p. e71. 
13. Ibid., September 6, 1935, p. 317. 
14, Chambers, A History of Louisiana, I, 665-068, 
15. For a petition protestine the school tax see Minutes, September 16, 
1848, vol. I, pp. 177, 178. Soe also ibid., Octobor 16, 1848,p. 161. 
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Thibodeaux. As early as 1855 a Catholic convent for girls under the 
supervision of the Sisters of Mount Carmel was established in Thibodaux. 
(16) By 1869 as many as 80 pupils were enrolled at the school.(17) 

In 1900 the present Mount Carmel Academy building costing $16,000 was 
completed,(18) and five years later the school celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary.(19) The convent has been a state approved high school 
since 1926.(20) The elementary division, inaugurated in 1910,(21) re- 
ported for the session 1940-41 an enrollment of 42 boys and 109 girls 
under the supervision of five instructors.(22) For the same session the 
high school section with four teachers enrolled 36 girls.(23) There is 
also an elementary Catholic school for Negroes in Thibodaux, known as 
St. Luke's School. The enrollment for the 1940-41 session was 64 boys 
and 63 girls. There are three instructors at the school.(24) 


Thibodaux College, a state approved high school for boys(25) under 
the direction of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart,(26) began at a pri- 
vate school conducted by Professor Charles Schefferstein.(27) The 
school was incorporated in 1859;(28) two years later the management was 
assumed by St. Joseph's Church, although classes were taught by lay 
teachers.(29) The enrollment at this time was 42 pupils.(30) Between 





16. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 395. 

17. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 61. 

18. New Orleans Sunday States, August 5, 1900. 

19. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, October 14, 1905. 

20. Charles Omer Naquin, History of the Town of Thibodaux, the Capi- 
tol City of the Sugar Belt of America, pp. not numbered, (manu- 
script in possession of Charles Omer Naquin, Thibodaux, Louisiana), 
hereinafter cited as Naquin, History of Thibodaux. 

21. el bids 

22. Superintendent of the Archdiocesan School Administration, Sixth 
Annual Report of the Archdiocesan Schools, 1940-41, p. 21, herein- 
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25. State Department of Education of Louisiana, Ninety-First Annual 
Report for the Session 1939-40, p. 225. 

26. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 585. 

27. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 54. In some sources the name 
is spelled Schifferstein. 

28. La. A., 1859, #98, secs. 1, 2; Goodspeed Publishing Company, Biograph- 
ical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, I, 118, hereinafter cited 
the school. Members of the board of directors were Charles Schefferstein, 
president, and Louis Bush, L.S. Allain, P.E. Lorio, E.L. Lashbrook, 

F. (E.) P. Porche, and Thomas Harang. (La. A., 1859, #98, sec. 2.) 

29. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 54. The act of incorporation of 
Thibodaux College had given the president and his successors the 
right to transfer their power and interest with the approval of the 
boaruso: directors. (La. A., 1859; 998, Seo. 2.) 

50. Naquin, History of Thibodaux. 
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Historical Sketch :  * (First entry, p. Se) 


1862 and 1865, the period of occupation by Federal troops, the college 
was closed.(31) In September of the latter year, Charles Schefferstein 
reopened a boarding school.(32) Since classes were conducted at Pro- 
fessor Schefferstein's residence and the professor himself was the only 
instructor,(33} this reopening may have been only the resumption of 
private instruction and not a continuation of the activities of the Thibo- 
daux College. However, in 1867, according to the Thibodaux Sentinel, 
Messrs. Hargis and Knobloch were conducting a school for boys in the 
"Parish Buildings--the former Schefferstein's College,"(34) and the fol- 
lowing year their lease of the "Thibodaux College Buildings" was renewed 
by the police jury.(35) : 


; In 1869 the Thibodaux College was purchased from the parish for 
£800.00 by the Reverend Charles M. Menard,(36) and it is highly probable 
that it was om this property that he conducted the St. Aloysius' Male 
Academy which opened in that year.(37) The professors at St. Aloysius! 
were Arthur Knobloch and Levy Hargus ,(38) former teachers at the 
Thibodaux College. The courses of instruction embraced three departments, 
the primary, the intermediatc, and the academy proper; and in addition 
ar. exclusively commercial course was offcred.(39) although the school 
was operated under the direction of St. Joseph's Catholic Church, "dif- 
ferences in religious opinion" were “not regarded in the admission of 
pupils who would conform to the general regulations of the school."(40) 
Fifty scholars were enrolled when the session opened in 1¢669.(41) 


In 1872 the Thibodaux Colleze was relocated on a tract of land 

. just outside the tovm limits.(42) Later a 2-story school building was 
erected on the site of the present “Beau Sejour", residence of Monsignor 
A.M. Barbier.(43) The present Thibodaux Colleze was built at a cost 


31. Memoirs of St. Josonh Church, p. 56. 

32, Thibodaux Sentinel, Ausust 26, 1865. 

Sommmei acs owe 

34. Ibid., November 16, 1887. 

35. Police Jury Minutes, December 7, 8, 1868, vol. III, pp. 150,152. 

36. Ibid., March 1, 1869, p. 154; ibid., March 2, 1669, p. 170. 

37. Baudicr, The Catholic Church, p. 585; Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, 
p. 61; Vieekly Thibodaux Sentinel, March 20, 1869. — 














38. Ibid. 
SO nubs 
40. Ibid. 


41... Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 61. 

42. This property was purchascod for 435,000.00 by Father Mcnard. The 
Thibodaux Female Institute, directed by Shubal Tenrey, was former- 
ly located on this site. (Lafourcho Parish, Clerk of Court, Convey- 
ancos, vol. 14, p. 473. Sco also Waeekly Thibodaux Sentinel, Vay 
41 eGo. ) ea 

43. Charles Omer Naquin, Notes on Interview with Charles Omer Naquin 
by Lucy Pellegrin, p. 1. (Copy on file in State office of Louisiana 
Historical Records Survey.) See also Goodspeed, Louisiana, I, 241. 
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| Othor Pevianretticn suhdols in ita eoruaid franCa died So Fal SU. Valery! Ss . pri- 
mary school, which oponed in 1869 with 35 pupils under the direction of 
Misses Odile and Emeline Naquin;(47) the St. Charles Day School established 


‘near Thibodaux in 1874 bv the Sisters of Mt. Carmel and discontinued in 


1912; (48) the Thibodaux Female Institute, supported by the Presbyterian 
Church,(4°) and in opcration sometime before 1867;(50) and St. John's Day 
School, known at first as tho "Ecole St. Jean (51) located about 4 miles 
above Mad bd edie This school was inaugurated in 1876 by Father Ifenard with 
the assistanco of two Sisters of Mt. Carmcl. It has been in its present 
location since 19135, and is still 1 oa igi by members. ot this religious 
order. (52) ee ; 
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’ The Roman Catholic faith is the prevailing religion among the 
French-speaking inhabitants of Lafourche Parish. The first church 

in the parish, St. Joseph's Catholic Church,(53) was founded in Thibodaux 
in the year 1817.(54) The preceding year (1816) Jean Baptiste Hebert 
donated to the Catholic Church and to the inhabitants of Thibodaux 12 
acres of land as a site for a Catholic Church,(55) and in 1817 the "Con- 
grogation of ‘the Catholic Church of St. Joseph" was incorporated.(56) A 
frame church building was completed in 1819, and pews were auctioned off 





44, Bau dtiee, i The Catholic achapenly p. 585; Lafourche Parish, Clerk of 
Court, Conveyances, October ll, 192 1 vol. a4, PP. 108,109. . Memoirs 
of St. Joseph Church, pr iS. ] ~- ae 

45. Baudicer, The Catholic Church, n. 585. ; eae coe 

46. Sixth doar Eeabuaugs an Report, pp.¥e0, cet a 

47. Baudier, The Cai Catholic “Churel, pi 5653 Memoirs of St. Josoph 
Church, p. aren. ai 

48.. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 456. - 

49, Louis Voss, comp., Presbyterianism in New Orleans und Adjacent 
Points; ps 98, hereinafter citea as Voss, Presbyterianisnm. 

50. Yeckly Thibodaux Sontincl, Novomber 16, 1867. — 

51. G#eaudior) rihd Catholie Church) -p. 587. 

52. Ibid., pp. FMS, 2807. 

53. Goodspeed, Louisiana, II, 241; Baudier, The spikes Ghilvote Pe odes 

G4. 64La. Tau clsian, pales) aan 

55.° Baudicr, The Catholic Church, p. 292. 
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to the highest bidders.(57) The first resident priost was assignod to 
Thibodaux in 1022.(58) , | 


In 1845 Father Menard was appointed to St. Joseph's, beginning a 
pastorate that was to last fifty years.(59) ‘Two years after his arrival 
the construction of a brick church was begun which was completed in 
1849 (60) at a cost of $120,000.(61) A 1,220 pound church bell was 
blessed on December 15, 1850,(62) and the following year an organ was 
instalted,(63) which was played by Professor Emanuel Chol, a native of 
France.(64) The art work in the interior was the work of Philostre,(65) 
and the hand-carved pulpit hewn by Joseph Koerle, a German wood carver, 
reputedly from a mahogany log salvaged from the bayou ,(66) was regarded 
as one of the finest examples of wood carving in the United Statos.(67) 
Father Menard declined to exhibit the pulpit at the Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia in 1876, stating that any damage sustained would be 
irreparable.(68) - 


On May 25, 1916 this historic structure with its paintings and 
its mahogany pulpit was destroyed by fire;(69) the belfry alone escaped 
the flames.(70) The basement of the Thibodaux College was used for 
divine services until the old St. Joseph's Hall was remodeled into a 
temporary church.(71) In 1917 (72) Father Barbior, appointed pastor of 
St. Joseph's in 1911,(73) purchased a piece of property in the heart of 
Thibodaux, and construction of a church was begun on this site in 
1920.(74) The present 7300,000 stone-trimmed, pressed brick Renaissance 
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57. Baudior, The Catholic Church, p. 292. The custom of auctioning 
pews continucd in Thibodaux until about two decades ago. Sca 
also Momoirs of St. Joscph Church, p. 150 

58. Baudior, The Catholic Church, p. 293. 

Se rare pe 054; Father Menard resigned in 1895 and died the fol- 
lowing year. (Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 585.) There is 
a bust of the Very Reverend Canon C.!!. Menard erected in memo- 
rial near his grave on the site of the former St. Joseph's Catho- 
lic Church on Louisiana state highway 29. , 

60. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 3554. 

61. Wew Orleans Sunday States, August 5, 1900. 

62. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 40. 

63. Baudicr, The Catholic Church, p. 505. 

64. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 15. 

65. ‘Yew Orleans Sunday States, August 5, 1900. 

66. Memoirs of St. Joscph Church, p. 15. 
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69, Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 585. 

¥o, Louisiana State Guide, p. 578. 

71. Fomoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 65. 

129° Fold. pe Lhe. | 

73. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 585. 

74. Ibid.; seo also cornerstone of St. Joseph's Church. 
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‘structure was dedicated by Archbishop John W. Shaw in January 1923.(75) 
‘the former church bell, damaged by the fire, was recast and installed in 
the new church.(76) The interior of the church was not completed until 
EE) Whe nia shied Ags 


on ~ * 4, a 5 1 ee 


: Sage Me thes “ 
pS Bed ee Coa es ere ooh 2 


~ “In the vicinity of Thibodaux is St. John's Catholic Church, estab- 
lished in 1919.(78) There is also in Thibodaux St. Luke's Catholic 
Church for Negroes which is in charge of the Josephite Fathers. This 
church was organized in 1924,(79) the lumber from the oid St. Joseph's 
Hall having been donated for the erection of the building .(80) 

The Episcopal faith is the second largest denomination in the 
predominantly Roman Catholic community.(81) The congreghtion of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church was incorporated as the "Parish of St. John's 
Church" in 1843,(82) and the following year the site for St. John's Church 
and the adjoininz cemetery was donated by Judge George Seth Guion,( 83) 
one of the charter members.(84) Credit for the establishment of the 
church is generally given to Leonidas Polk, the first Episcopal bishop 
in Louisiana, who made his home on Leiziuton Plantation (85) on the left 
side of the bayou 2 miles above the tom. In honor of his zeal and his 
services to the Confederacy, the church was knovm as ‘The Church of the 
Fighting Bishop."(€6) Polk was the owner of numerous slaves, and having 
become greatly interested in the spiritual welfare of the Negroes, he 
appointed a special chaplain for colored communicants along Bayou La- 
fourche.(87) | a. 

The Presbyterian Church in Thibodaux was organized in 1837 with the 
Reverend §.H. Hazard as minister.(88) According to Louis Voss, this was 
the first Presbyterian church west of the Mississippi River.(89) At ono 


oe ee ee eS 


75. Baudier, The Catholic Church, p. 5&5; Louisiana State Guide, p. 578. 

16. Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 49. © 

77.. Toids, tatle page. 

78. Gatholic Action of tho South, 1941, Annual Catholic Information 
Supplement, p. ers ; ee 

79. Baudier, The Catholic Church, pp. ays yas 

80... [bida., pe 085; Memoirs of St. Joseph Church, p. 63. 

81. Bernard, Nowspapers, Pa Sia ae 

BGs WAL Aoweleso agle te 

83. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Conveyances, vols Usps e047 --b06 
also bronze plaque in St. John's Church. faa 

Bl. wb, Aso 1045057109 

85. "St. John's Church, Thibodaux", Tho Diocese of Louisiana, October 
192 5e.n. be. Ch TE I AS Oe 

86. Ibid. 

87. Gardiner L. Tucker, "ow Oyr Church Came to Louisiana", How Our 
Church Came to Our Country, XXXIV, pp. not numbered. we ee 

88. Voss, Prosbyterianism, pp. 38, ldo. 
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{istorical Sketch | -  (Pirst ontry, p. 53.) 


time it supported a Female College at Thibodaux.(90) After 1879 the 
church was most likely located on land donatcd by Joseph Scudday Goode. 
(91) The church building has tvrico boon destroyed by cyclones.(92) 

The present brick building on Green Street was erected in 1927.(93) 
There is also a Baptist Church in Thibodaux, located at Bradford and 
Caroline Avenues, which was established in January 1936.(94) 


Newspapers 


The first newspaper known to have been published in Thibodaux is 
the Intelligencer and Lafourche and Terrebonne Advertiser, established 
. in 1833 by Thomas Yfilson.(95) The paper was published weekly in both 
French and English, the French issuc being known as Le Nouvelliste et 
Moniteur de Lafourche et Terreborne.(96) After 1835, when the Intel- 
ligencer was purchasod by two Germans, Walter and Schoonberg,(97) it 
became tho official journal of the noighboring parish of Torrobonne.(98) 
In 1838 its cditors were commissioned to print tho municipal ordinances 
of Thibodaux.(99) Publication was finally discontinued with the death 
of Schoenberx in 1839.(1) . 


ee eee 


90. Ibid. This college was probably in existence at least prior to 
1667. (Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, November 16, 1867.) 

91. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Wills and Donations, vol. - 

A 2 (July 5, 1825-January 22, 1889), p. 165, see I. P. A. La. No. 
29 Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 27, p. 52. Kettle xa > 

92. Voss, Presbyterianisn, pp. 38, 135. 

93. Plaque on wall at entrance to church. 

94, Reverend Lawrence Thibodaux, Notes on Interview with Reverend 
Lawrence Thibodaux, by Louis Lefort. (Copy on file in State office 
of Louisiana Mistorical Records Survey. ) There is ovidence of 
the existence of a Baptist Church in Thibodaux at least by 1890. 
Soc Ordinance Book, Resolution passod Scptember 10, 1890 in rola- 


tion to fire alarm bells bcing attachod to various churches, vol. Il, 


p. 110. 
95. Myrtle Buckley Harpor, Tho Country Pross of Louisiana, 1794-1860, 
. Unpublished Master's Thesis, Louisiana Stato Univorsity, p. 65, 
horoinafter cited as M.B. Harpor, The Country Press. Winifred 
Gregory, ed., American Newspapers, 1821-1936, A Union List of 


Files Available in the United States and Canada . 246, herein-=- 
2 3 


cee ne 








96. Idem. 

97. M.B. Harper, The Country Press, p. 66. 

98, Terrebonne Parish, Police Jury, Minute Book, Juno 1, 1835, vol. 
A, p. 235, hereinafter cited as Police Jury Minutes, Terrebonne, 
seco I. P. A. La. Ko. 55 Terrebonne Parish (Houma), entry 1, p. 47. 

99, Einutes, Towm of Thibodaux, Novomber 9, 1838, vol. I, p. 16. 
Vicekly Thibodaux Sentinel, May 29, 1875. In these sources the 
namos are spolled Yialther and Schoonburg. 

1. M.B. Harper, The Country Press, p. 65. 
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(First entry, p. 53.) : Historical Sketch 


- Apparently there was no newspaper in Thibodaux for a period of 
about two years after the Intelligencer was discontinued, for on June 
22, 1841, the police jury of Lafourche appointed a committee to contract 
with a newspaper "as soon as it is established" for printing the pro- 
ceedings of the police jury.(2) On July 19, 1841, the Patriot of Lafourche 
Interior was founded by James L. Cole and A. Lefevre.(3) This was a 
weekly newspaper also published in French and English.(4) From the time 
of the first issue, this publication was the official journal of Lafourche 
Parish.(5) Sometime in 1841(6) Lefevre sold his interest to Charles 
‘Dezauche.(7) Upon the death of Dezauche in 16844 the paper was purchased ‘ 
by William Liquorish, who changed the name to Gazette de Lafourche;(8) 
the Gazette continued to serve as the official journal of the police jurye 
(9) On October 1, 1845, Liquorish sold his printing equipment to Jona C. 
White, who used it to establish La Minerve de Thibodauxville.(10) 








_ The Minerva, edited by White and Anderson, was the official organ 
of Lafourche Parish from 1846 to 1856,(11) and at intervals in that 
period it also served the same function for Terrebonne Parish.(12) In 
1856 the Lafourche Union, established in 1855,(13) “was chosen as the 
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2. Police Jury Minutes, Lefourche, June 22, PEST eV Ole lee Ds ire 
3. M.B. Harper, The Country Press, p. 609. : 
4. iibid. 
5. Police Jury Minutes, Lafourche, September 6, 1841, vol. I, PD. ll. 
6. Ibid., September 7, 1041, p. 17. 
7. MeB. Harper, The Country Press, p. 65. 
8. Ibid. 
9, Police Jury Minutes, Lafourche, June 5, 1245 sevolosl scp sml2Tsmibid. 5 
June 4, 1845, p. 155. 
10. M.B. Harper, The Country Press, pe 56. 
11. Police Jury Minutes, Lafourche, June 7, 1847, VOL oly Pence Obs Dien 
. June 9, 1847, p. 205; Election Returns, July 21, 1846, seo I. P. A. 
La. No. 29, Lafourche Parish (Thibodaux), entry 77, pe 635. Police 
‘Jury Minutes, Lafourche, June 4, 1849, vol. I, pe. 2993 ibid. , wWune is, 
1850, p. 329; ibid., June 3, 1851, pe. 35693 ibid.e, June 8, 1852, p. 4213 
ibid., dune 7, 1853, vol. II, p. 18; ibid., September 4, 1854, pe 42; 
ibid., September 18, 1854, pe. 48; ibid, June 5, 1855, ppe 54, 55. 
12. Police Jury Minutes, Terrebonne, November 2, 1846 S-vol. Aj ipe 691; 
ibidspeApraile 7 s28o6, cvols Bs; pesdés 
13. M.B. Harper, The Country Press, p. 66. Approximated fram Lafourche 
Union, July 17, 1856, vol. 1, no. 44. The facts of its publication 
are confusing, the Lafourche Union for July 17, 1856 giving Jean 
Jacques Roman and Jas. A, Kennedy & Co. as publishers, M.B. Harper 
(pp. 66, 67) stating that from 1856-1859 the paper was edited by 
Henry Vignaud and that the publishers were Amat Britsch and J.D. 
Leahy, and the Lafourche Parish Police Jury Minutes for June 9, 1857 
giving that "Britsch and Leahy, editors of the Lafourche Union shall 
be chosen parish printers for one year." (Police Jury llinutes, 
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‘official Toarhal® over the Thibodaux Minera (a4) publication of the 
latter was discontinued in 1858. (15) 


‘FL HG 


a hoes © From 1860-1864 re ‘appeared in mabode the Banner of the Iron- 
6 shex® the Confederate Banner, the Stars and Stripes, and the Union 
“Guidon(15)--eall of them apparently Short lived.(17) The Confederate 
“Banner was published by A.F, and Clay Knobloch and in 1862 was the 
“official journal of Lafourche Parish and of Thibodaux. (18) Sometime 
around 1864 there was published in Thibodaux by Henry Aycr Gallup a 
“newspaper called the Thibodaux Louisieninn. (19) Petyween 1859 ane 171 
thero were published in Thibodaux the Lafourcho Republican. by a.H. 

Ross, the Lafourche Times, by John P, Hartman and William Murrell, and 
the Reformer by Honry Gri Grimes. (20) Each of these threc papers was at 
some timc sus official journal of Lafourche Parish. (21) 

es ‘ a 
*in* 1887 two newspapers were founded in Thibodaux as opposing poli- 
tical organs during the gubernatorial campaign of Francis T. Nicholls. 
These were the Lafourche Democrat and the Lafourche Star. After the 
‘election of Nicholls these papers discontinued publication. (22) 


<uwumethe newspaper published continuously.in Thibodaux bon the ee 
period of time was the Thibodaux Sentinel. This paper seems to have 


— 





13. ‘(cont.) Lafourche, vol. II, p. 87.) The June 24, 1858 issue of 
the paper states that it is-published by Amant Brieaod and John 
“David Leahy... In 1859 the paper was sold. to Arthur Knobloch (M.B 
Harper, Tho Country Press, p. 67; Lafourche Union, February oo; 

“~-1860.) and the new editor was de la Bretonne. (M.B. Harper, Tho 
Country Press, p. 67.) The date this paper ceased publication is 
not known, although an issue for March 7, 1860 is oxtant. (Ibid.) 

14. Polico Jury Minutes, Lafourche, Juno 2, 1856, VOlsmta Be 64. 

15... iB. Harpor; «ihe Country et p. 66. 

16. Gregory, American Nowspapers, p. 246. 

17. Clifton Edward Harpor, Tho feo Pross of Louisiana, 1860- LOL, 
Unpublished Mastor's Thesis, Louisiana State University, p. ldl, 
hereinafter cited as C.E. Harper, Tho Country Procss. 

18. Mary Westcott and Allene Ramage, comps., Bibliographical Contribu- 
tions of tho Duko University Libraries, A Checklist of United Statos 
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19. Police Jury Minutes, Torrdwones October 5, 1864, VOle Bs pemolue 

20. Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Ccart, /Gorrospondanco/, Take notices 
of contracts to the clerk of court, July 7, 1869, April 21, 1871, 
Novembor 9, 1871, soc I. P. A. la., Yo. 29, Lafourche fateh 
(Thibodaux), entry & rs 6 64. Sce also Polite Jury Minutes, La- 
fourchc, September 7, 1869, vol. III, p. 202. 

21. ‘idem. 

22. “Louisiana Nowspaper Historical Sketchcs, Thibodaux," Polican Pross 
Messenger, June 1938, hereinafter cited as Polican Press l’ossonger. 
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been established in 1861 (23) but suspended publication during the War 
between the States.(24) In 1865 it was revived by Francois Sancan, who, 
there is reason to believe, had edited the first Sentinel.(25) From its 
revival in 1865 the Sentinel was the official journal of Lafourche Parish 
and of Thibodaux.(26) it was edited by P.E. Lorio and published by 
Sancan, who was associated with the paper in various capacities (27) until 
his death in 1897.(28) In 1900, after H.H. Dupre became proprietor and 
publisher with S.M. Taylor as editor, the paper was no longer published 
in French.(29) W.S. Lafargue became editor in 1901 (30) and continued in 
this capacity until the paper discontinued publication in 1912.(31) 


In 1889,(32) John B. Taylor, who had been managing editor of the 
Star,(33) established the Lafourche Comet,(34) the oldest paper in ex- 
istence in Thibodaux. In 1923 Taylor gave over the management of the 
paper to his daughter and his son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 0.C. Robichaux, 
who are the current publishers. Taylor continues to direct the policy 
of the Comet, however, and his name still appears as editor on the 
masthead.(35) Currently published in Thibodaux in addition to the Comet 
Ss the Commercial Journal, established in 1904 (36) by Francois L. 


cra ac SS 


23. George P. Rowell, American Newspaper Directory, 1872, p. 67; herein- 
after cited as Rowell, Newspaper Directory; Gregory, American News- 
‘papers, D- 246; C.E. Harper, the Country Press, p. 129. Goodspeed, 
Louisiana, I, 241 gives 1857. 

24. C.m. Harper, The Country Press, p. 129. 

25. Pelican Press Messenger; Thibodaux Sentinel, August 5, 1865, new 

series, vol. 1, no. 1, contains an editorial in which it is 
stated the "Thibodaux Sentinel, dead under the winds of adversity 
» » » e comes forth again alive today." 

26. Thibodaux Sentinel, August 5, 1860. 

27. Historical Records Survey, Louisiana Newspapers, pp. Dee cen. 

28. Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, January 50, 1897. 

29. Fibids Waly 28.1900, 

30. Ilbid., December 14, 1901. . atic: 

31. Gregory, American Newspapers, pe 2463 information from issues on 
file at Bush Library, Courthouse, Thibodaux, Louisiana, last 
issue being that of December 7, 1912. Frank James Price, The 
Country Press of Louisiana, 1911-1940, gives 1915 as the date the 
Sentinel was discontinued. 

32. Bernard, Newspapers, p. 23; Gregory, American Newspapers, De. 246 $ 








ES 


Directory of Newspapers. 

33. Lafourche Star, March 3, 1888. 

34. Bernard, Newspapers, p. 25. 

35, Ibid., p. 28; Historical Records Survey, Louisiana Newspapers, 
pp. 220, 221. 


36. Ayer, Directory of Newspapers, 1941, p. 581. 
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Knobloch(37 ) and edited since 1930 by Charles N. Dupre.(38) 


Fire Companies 


Fire protection in Thibodaux ‘ad its beginning as early as January 
3, 1843, when the mayor was authorized to have constructed at the ex- 
pense of the "Corporation" 4 ladders, ranging from 15 to 30 feet, 2 roof 
ladders, and 2 fire hooks.(39) A 8500 fire engine was purchased on April 
3;(40) nine days later 250 feet of hose end 12 leather fire buckets were 
acquired; (41) and in November of the same year the first fire house was 
built at a cost of $106.45.(42) 


In 1860, because of the large number of fires which had occurred 
in the business district, a zone was established in which no wooden 
buildings could be erected.(43) By this time the Thibodaux McAllister 
Fire Company #1, 2 consolidation of two earlier companies, reported an 
active membership of 50 firemen.(44) Later the name McAllister was 
dropped from the title,(45) and in’ 1872 the company was incorporated. 
(46) Firemen were exempted from military and from jury duty.(47) Some 
time prior to 1870 the Protector Fire Company #2 had come into existence, 
(48) and in 1874 the Home Hook and Ladder Company #1 was organized.(49) 
A fourth company, the Badeaux Bucket Brigade, later called the Thibodaux 
Bucket Brigade, (50) dated from 1887.(51) These companies operated as in- 
dividual organizations (52) until 1895, when they were consolidated into 
one municipal fire department. (53) The first system of fire alarms was 
established soon after this consolidation.(54) 


EE EE ne 


37, Bernard, NewspaperS, Pe 296 

38. Ibid., pe 32. 

39, Minutes, January 3, 1843, vol. I, pe 81. 

40, Ibid., April 3, 1843, pe 85. ' 

41. bid., April 12, 1843, pe &. 

42, Ibid,, November 14, 1843, pe 97. 

43. Ibid,, February 23, 1860, p. 555; Ordinance HAQ, pe 356. 

44, Minutes, May 11, 1860, vol. I, p. 064. 

45, Ibid., February 5, 1866, vol. TT. pe GSK ; 

AGRE Tar ws Puyra7 ain gfss « * 

47. Ibid., secs. 1, 4. See also La. Ae, 1876, #52, #53. 

48, Ordinance Book, vol. II, pe 55; ses also Minutes, July 1, 1870, 
vol. Il, pe 146 and ibid., August 5, 1870, p. 150. This company 
was incorporated in 1876, see Lae Aes, 1896., 400. 

49. Winutes, May 13, 1874, vol. 11, p. 323; see also Ordinance Book, vole 
re pe 26. This company was incorporated in 1876; see La. Ae, 1876, 
“32 6 

50. Minutes, January 17, 1890, vol. IV, pe 351; ibid., February 14, 
1890, p. 354. 

Bl. Ibid., July 8, 1887, p. 2dl. 

52. Ordinance Book, vol. II, pp. 24, 26, oh tie 

53. Minutes, December 13, 1895, Todeev, PereiBs 

54, Ibid., February 6, 1896, pp. 88, 89. 
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fae al Georo Sent y} Sap iat ee Beste Lao eso Tle 
The town was subdivided into three numbered fire districts, and a 

code in alarm bells, a specified number representing each district, was 
established.(55) In 1914 an automatic fire alarm system was installed 
consisting of 20 alarm boxes having electrical contact with the Town Hall 
bell ana the bell of the First Presbyterian Church.(56) The present fire © 
department consists of four companies having a total membership of 231;(57) 
the value of fire department property amounts to $39,051.(53) 


by 


Historic Homes Lees! eka te aa POR I s tie ae: at oe 
> ...In and around Thibodaux are many points of historical interest. 


Just outside the city are the ruins of the Ridgefield Plantation where the 
main building was destroyed by fire in January 1940.(59) According to 
Josephine H. Nicholls, daughter of former Governor Francis T. Nicholls 

and present ovmer of the home, Ridzefield was an established landmark in 
the parish in 1834 when it came into the possession of her maternal grand- 
mother, Caroline Winder, not long after her marriage to George Seth Guion. 
(60) Francis T. Nicholls, first democratic governor of Louisiana after 
Reconstruction and later chief justice cf the State supreme court, (61) 
acquired Ridgefield in 1905, and spent the last two years of his life 
‘there after his retirement from the bsnch.(62) ny , 


On the left of the bayou about 2 miles above Thibodaux is the site 
of the Leighton Plantation House where Leonidas Folk, first Episcopal 
Bishop of Louisiana, lived from 1842 to 1854.(63) Approximately 6 miles 
north of Thibodaux is the White Plantation House, birthplace of Edward 
Douglas White, chief justice of the United States Supreme Court from 
1910 to 1921.(64) The house has been converted into a memorial.(65) 


ee ee er ee eee ace atone ae 20 en wie en! 
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55. Ibid., p. 89. Fire alarms were attached to the bells of various 
churches, among which were the Moses Baptist Church on Jackson 
Street, the Little Zion Baptist Church, and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on President Street. (Ordinance Book, Resolution passed 
September 10, 1890, vol. II, p. 110.) | 

56. Ordinance Book, Resolution adopted April 25, 1914, vol. II, p. 260; 
Minutes, April 23, 1914, vol. VI, p. 84; Ordinance Book, Ordinance 
#220 approved January 28, 1915, vol. II, p. 299. 

57. Ernest Thibodaux, Notes on Interview with Ernest Thibodaux by Lucy 
L. Pellegrin. (Copy on file in State office of Louisiana Historical 
Records Survey.) 

58. Ibid. 

59. Louisiana State Guide, p. 577. 

60. Albert Proctor, “nidgefield Plantation Echoes Brilliant Career of 
Louisiana Statesman, Soldier", Hammond Progress, September 9, 1958, 
hereinafter cited as Proctor, “Ridgefield”. 

61. Louisiana State Guide, p. 577. 

62. Proctor, “nidgeficld". Nicholls had married Caroline Guion, daughter 
of Caroline Winder and George Guion, in 1860. 

63. Ibid. ;“p. ‘577. 

64 Ibid., p. 576. The grave of the father of Edward Douglas White is in 
fhe Catholic Cemetery at Thibodaux. (Tombstone, Catholic Cemetery. ) 

65. Louisiana State Guide, p. 576. 
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at the Se 0 entury at the re- 
| Mat isa of Spain.(66) At one time the home be- 

dzo Richard H. Allen, prominent Louisiana jurist in tho 

i aftor the War botwoon the Statces.(67) ol athe | 


sO the south side. of Thibodaux is Acadia Plantation, built towards 
the middle of tho nineteonth century by relatives of Francis Scott Koy. 
> (68) After Thibodaux was captured by the Union forces in 1862, this 
plantation was converted into a camp for the Federal soldiers who oc- 
cupied the region.(69) Also in the vicinity of Thibodaux are the homes 
of Confederate Genorals Braxton Bragg(70) and P.G.T. Beauregard.(71) | 
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Ibid., Charles W. Price, Jr., "Rienzi Mansion on Bayou Lafourche, 
Relic of Intrigue, Lost Dreams and Empire," Hammond Progress, 

March 18, 1938. ji 

Louisiana State Guide, p. 579. Philip Barton Key, born in Maryland 
in 1004, and owner at one time of Acadia Plantation, is buried in 
the Catholic Cemetery at Thibodaux. (Tombstone in Catholic Cemetery) 
Naquin, History of Thibodaux. 

Louisiana Stute Guide, p. 576. 

Rex Laney, ed., Do You Know Louisiana? (1938), p. 265. For a de- 
scription of Louisiana plantation homes along Bayou Lafourche see 
Herman de Bachelle Seebold, Old Louisiana Plantation Homes and 
Family Trees, I, 195-205. Cain eter I) ss 
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Municipalities in Louisiana were incorporated by special act of 
the lezislature until 1896.(1) In that year the lezislature provided 
e general procedure by which cities and towns could adopt new charters 
without special legislative sanction.(2) The charter was to be drawn 
up locally and would become operative if adopted by the electors of 
the town or city concerned.(3) The constitution of 1698 expressly 
prohibited the legislature from passing special municipal charter acts 

for tovms with less than 2,500 population,(4) and successive constitu- 
tions hava reiterated this restriction upon the lezislature.(5) Towns 

and cities over 2,500 population, however, are still subject to special 
lesislation.(6) 


Since municipalities of less than 2,500 population could no longer 
be incorporated by special legislative action, the legislature in Tée98 
passed a general charter law setting up a mayor and council or alder- 
manic form of government for municipalities in the State.(7) This law 
was purely optional in its effect both on unincorporated villages, towns, 
or cities and on already chartered municipalities.(8) Cities and towns 
which had adopted charters by the act of 1896 were not disturbed. On 
the contrary, they were allowed to make other and additional changes in 
their charters.(9) 


Under the law of 18S€ hamlets and unincorporated villages may be- 
come incorporated upon presenting to the governor a petition, signed by 
two-thirds of the electors, setting forth the boundaries of the village 
and statin, the number of jnhabitants.(10) Towns previously incorpo- 
rated are permitted to come under the provisions of the act of 1898 
after a petition to that effect, signed by 25 qualified voters, has been 
ratified by a majority of the voters in an election held for the pur- 
pose.(1l) The results of the election are certified to the secretary of 
state and recorded in his office.(12) Upon the receipt of the petition 
for incorporation, in the case of unincorporated villages, and upon the 
notification of the result of the election, in the case of previously 


Soo ete bali a. ope Aas eal ee TESS 


1. R.L. Carleton, Local Government and Administration in Louisiana, 
p. 94, hereinafter cited as Carleton, Local Government. 

O25. LayA., 1896, 7135. 

Sricolbid., “secHnrTTryes. 

4; Const., 1898, art. 48. 

5. Const., 1913, art. 48; Const., 1921; art. IV, sec. 4. 

6 

7 

8 





. Carleton, Local Government, p. 90. 
¥ Lasteh ere gays P56: 
; POIbidey secss *]T): 40. 
9. Carleton, Local Government, p. 95. 
{Ope "Lal Av) 1898, 136) sec. ll. 
21. A'tbids; .seou 40% 
12. Ibid. 
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chartered towns, the governor issues his proclamation declaring the vil- 
lage or tovm a corporate body and designating its class.(13) Such procla- 
mations are filed in the office of the secretary of state (14) and record- 
ea an the munscipality. (25) ier oo. Pop Poe. hey OP eis Fyne, orovis: 

' For the purposes of the law of 1698, municipalities are classified 
as cities, towns, or villages according to their population. Those having 
5,000 or more inhabitants are termed cities, those containing from 1,000 
to 5,000 are towvms,(16) and those having less than 1,000 but more than 
150 are villages.(17) Cities must be divided into four wards; towns may 
or may not be divided into wards at the discretion of the council;(18) 
and villazes may not be divided into wards.(19) Cities may have from five 
to nine aldermen, towms five, and villaces three.(20) 


.. Aecording to the mayor-aldermen plan, municipal authority is vested 
in a mayor and aidermen, who compose the town council or governing body. 
The only other popularly elected official is the marshal.(21) The other 
offices, such as the clerk, treasurer, tax collector, attorney, and street 
‘commissioner are selected by the council.(22) Several combinations of 
these offices are possible. The marshal is ex officio constable and chief 
of police,(23) and he may be tax collector or assessor or both.(24) The 
street commissioner may be an alderman(25) or he may be the mayor.(26) 

The clerk is also auditor.(27) He may be an alderman, and he may act as 


| | 


13. Ibid., secs. 11, 41. Proclamations incorporating hamlets and vil- 


lazes also defined the limits of the incorporation. (Ibid., sec. ll.) 


—— 


14. Ibid., sec. 11. See also Louisiana, Secretary of State, Record of 
.Charters, l1898--. 

Su Siac he. 1998, -156,‘secs...12, 41. 

16.2 1bid., Beccel. 

17, Ibid., as amended by La. A., 1914, 7735. 

16. PGs hay, 1890, #155, sec. 16. 

19. Carleton, Local Government, p. 97. 

ee) is. hen 1098, e150, sec. 19; La. A., 1900, go 1 

OF Te Ac aelegS ,apeoSsusens 19... 650 ee 4 he S 

Ca~ lees 

23. ..ipad.,.sec. 25. es Ra ag ho } earn 

24. Tbid.,weeck.1939Ia, A2Ge1900, 497. Aecording to the act of 1528, 
section 19, the marshal could also be street commissioner, but 
this provision was not reinacted iv. the amendatory act of 1900. 
Part of section 19 of the 1698 statute states that "in towns and 
villages the marshal shall be the tax collector, and may be in a 
city". smother part of tho same section states that the marshal 
may bo a tax collector if the mayor and board of aldermen so elect. 
The act of 1900 made clear that the consolidation of the offices 
of marshal and tax collector is purely optional. 

Be teh. ,, 1095, s105, s6ec. 19; La. A., 1900, OT 

26. Carleton, Local Government, p. 97. 

27. Lae Ae, 1898, F135, sec. 37. 
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tax collector or assessor.(28) 


Municipalities which do not choose to come under the provisions 
of this general charter act may amend their charters after publishing 
the proposed amendment for three weeks and securing the approval of 
the governor.(29) Approved amendments are recorded in the office of 
the secretary of state as well as in the books of the municipality.(30) 


In 1910 the legislature by a general charter act provided for 4 
commission form of municipal government.(31) This charter act was like- 
wise optional and was superseded in 1912 by an improved optional gener- 
al charter law on the commission form.(32) Subsequent adoptions of the 

act of 1910 were prohibited,(33) but municipalities already organized 
‘under this plan were not disturbed.(34) In addition, such cities were 
given the option of voting to come under the provisions of the new 
act.(35) 


Only towns having a population of 2,500 or over, and cities having 
@ population of 5,000 or over, are permitted to. operate under the com- 
mission form of government.(36) The proposition to organize as a city 
under this act must be submitted to a special election. If the results 
of the election are favorable, cities of 25,000 or over, classed as 
cities of the first class, elect a mayor and four councilmen at the first 
regular city election after the adoption of ‘the act. Cities of 5,000 
or over and towns of 2,500 or over, classed as cities of the second 
class, elect a mayor and two councilmen. Cities having a population of 
10,000 or over and which operate all of their public utilities elect 
a mayor and four commissioners.(37) The act does not become effective 
until the terms of the incumbent officers have expired.(38) 


Cities adopting the commission plan retain all power conferred on 
them by previous charters or laws which are not inconsistent with, 


eee 





Boe etic... S@Ge 199 Las Ae, LA00, +97. 

29. -ibid., sec. ‘43. 

8 @ Peers Es a ON 

31. Lae A-, 1910, #302 as amended by La. A., 1914, 7208; La. A., 1918, 
41100; La. As, 1926, #155 and #170; and La. A., 1932, #156. 

32. La. A., 1912, #207; Carleton, Local Government, pp. 101, 102. 

33. Ibid., p. 102. 

34+ Me. Ke) 9i2, W207; sec. 22; 











36. Tbid., sec. l. 
eet, Seter os 
38. Tbid., secs. 5, 21. 
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contrary to, or in conflict with the provisions of the act of 1912.(39) 
Moreover, all cities which under their former charters were exempt from 
the payment of parish taxes remain excmpt after the adoption of the new 
charter.(40) <A city which has adopted the commission plan is permitted 
to resume its original charter after it has operated under the commis- 
sion plan for 6 years and providing that a majority vote at a special 
election held for the purpose signifies the desire to return to the for- 
mer charter.(41) ET ORCA ot jar UA a 
” f 

_ .. The basis of the commission plan of government is the division of 
municipal functions into departments, each of which is conducted by a 
commissioner who is responsible for his particular department. (42) In 
cities of the first class the departments of the sovernment compris? 
those of (a) public affairs and public education, (vb) accounts and finance, 
(c) public health and safety, (d) public utilities, and (e) streets and 
parks. In such cities the mayor acts as commissioner of public affairs 
and public education.(43) A city of the second class has the same divi- 
sions with the omissions of the department of public affairs and public 
education and the department of public utilities. The mayor acts «Ss com- 
missioner of public health and safety.(44) Cities with a population of 
10,000 or over which operate their own public utilities employ the same 
divisions as a city of the first elass.(45) “Tne municipal officers undor 
a commission plan of government include an attorney, a secrotary-treasurer 
and tax collector, o chief of police, an auditor, a civil enginecr, a 
city physician, and any other officers judged necessary by tho board of 
commissionors.(46) Cities of the second class appoint only such officers 
as they deem expedient.(47) \ithough the legislature in 191€ provided 
an optional commission-manager plan of zovernment , (48) no city in Lou- 
isiana has adopted this plan.(49) | | 


The legal status of a municipality as the resuit of the charter 
system may be summarized as follows. The charter of a municipality is 
granted at the instance of its inhabitants, and it provides the frame- 
work of government investing the clectorate of the incorporation with 
the local government thereof.(50) A municipality has no powers except 
those delezated by State authority, and these are usually defined in 





ec rn ee 


39. ‘Ibid., secs. 4, 20. 

+s yg Ol te Wa legge ftom 48 

41. Tbid., sec. 10 as amended by La. A., l0ez, 3-29. 
42. “La. A.;°1912, 7-207, sec. ec. 

ee” Tibia, (Sec ls. 

44, Ibid 
ae Lid, 5 5G. tos 
46. —(bid,, sees S- 














49. “ta. Ke} 1918), °47150. 
49. Carleton, Local Government, pp- 106-109. 
BO, U1pids . Pp.) | O.ute- 
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the c (51 er, the charter itself is not a contract within» 
the sense of constitutional provisions prohibiting the impairment of 
contracts, as the legislature retains full authcrity to amend municipal 
charters and to enlarge or diminish the powers granted by it.(52) 
7 Jegttictits: byt Sot 1s Sytee . Puts te i se Bet i i Gee. Wa Tas Es re A, 
Thibodaux was incorporated by a spscial act of the legislature in 
1830.(53) This charter fixed as the governing authority a board of five 
 trustees.(54) A new charter, enacted in 1838, placed the control of 
-the municipality in the hands of a mayor and a toard of four trustees. 
(55) ‘In the period from 1838 until the adoption of the general charter 
--act of 1898, several amendatory and supplementary acts to the charter 
were passed, but no radical chanze was made in the organization of the 
governing body.(56) The membership of the board was increased to seven, 
including the mayor, in 1845;(57) the term of office was extended from 
one year to two years in 1876,(5€) and the dates of reguiar elections 
were changed several times;(59) but aside from a few additional minor 
chanzes, the powers and functions of the sovernment remained substan- 
tially the same. ae 37 yo 2 





a 3 


°-* The general charter act of 1698 was adopted by the towm of Thibo- 
~daux in 1900.(60} The principal changes involved the extension of 
municipal powers(61) and the provision that the marshal should be a 
popularly elected official.(62) Thibodaux operated under this general 
act end the various amendments thereto until 1916, when a special act 
of-the legislature granted the commission charter under which the town 
is presently organized.(63) bend 
Government in Thibodaux is divided into three departments: public 
safety, financo,’ and public property.(64} The head of cach department is 


ne a CL CE 


51. Claudius ©. Johnson, Government in tho United States, p. 502. 


meet eee 


52. Carleton, Local Government, p. 9. Tor a detailed treatment of 
municipal governmcnt in Louisiana sce Carleton, Local Government, 
pp. 94-109. a: Gtie ade, as 

Soames. Hc LGSO,. p. - 134. 

S4a,. moid ipisach#ic: 

552) Las Ad, 1836) 7/67, secs. 1-3. 

SGmoddle A., 1046, 2153; La., A., 1642, 7228; Las A., 1061, 70s" Uae iA ag 
1865, %.S., 723; La. A., 1875, 738; La. A., 1895, 276. 

bibidie,. ats, W846, 5153, sec. 10. 

Sabian. por.., 1875, 755, sec. 1, I 

5a bide, we, D860, p. 134, sec. 23 La, A., 1876, Bete cOOGedl tele, Ae, 
1693, 2136, sec. 36. . 

60. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance 3-130, vol. V, pp. 94) LIZA? . 

Gi. Mite he, LOSE, 3156, secs. 14-17. 

6A.a«tbid |, saci 10. 

63. Lae he, 1918, #266. This chartor act wes adopted by the people of 
Thibodaux at an election held for the purpose. (Minutes, Septembor 
25, 1918, vol. VI, p. 294.) 

64. La. A., 1918, #266, socs. 5, 1S. 
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elected by regular municipal clection evory four years.(65) The threo 
trustees are the only elected officials. All other officers are considered 
municipal employees and as such are subject to removal at any time without 
cause.(66) Together the three trustees comprise a board which acts as the 
"legislative and advisory body of the town.(67) The board has no judicial 
powers except when acting as a board of review in cases involving the 
dismissal of the clerk or the chief of police.(68) Cases involving the 
violation of municipal ordinances are tried before the mayor's court, 
which is presided over by the trustee of public safety in his ex officio 
capacity as mayor.(69) Fines are limited to $100 in amount, and impris- 
onment may not exceed thirty days.(70) A municipal jail is located in 
the City Hall. Provision is made in the charter for the creation of a 
city judge when the town shall have been placed in the class of a city or 
at any time igahe with the concurrence of the police jury.(71) 

r The division of public partion comprises the cele par rare street, .. 
and health departments.(72) The chief of police is elected by the board 
of trustees,(73) but he is subject to suspension by the trustee of public 
safety and is governed by the orders and instructions of that official.(74) 
The chief has supervision over such additional policemen as may be employed. 
(75) The fire department consists of four voluntcer fire companies oper- 
ating under the control of a fire board of which the trustee of public 
safety is ex officio chairman.(76) As ex officio head of the street de- 
partment, the trustee of public safety supervises the repair and mainte- 
nance of streets.(77) The activities of the board of health, of which the 
trustee of public safety is a member,(78) have becn in the main discon- 
tinued since the establishmont of a a health unit within the corpo- 
rato limits .(79) ? 


Peo. thle. secs. 4, 5. . Te eee ee a ho ke aa ts 
66. Ibid., sec. 2l. An excoption is made in the case of the clerk and 
‘the chief of police, see essays on these offices, following. 
SieteLe een. eL918,Hc66, secs. 3, 10. 
Gly soins, sec. laf. 
69. wiwid., sec. «38. é 
(Omi eet LOSS, lao, sec, 15, par. 31, and sec..29; Las A., 1904, 
Paleptee As, 1ot0, OO: ba. As, 1912) 4111; La. A., 1916, 3114, 
sec. l. 
Tl, eee he, Tole, weeb, Soc. oO. 
72 MO dbidie, sec. 14. 
Ton - LD lap BEI onAd « 
74... Ibid.,;.sec. 14 f. 
TOS Lbidetst SOG. OO 
76... Ordinance Book, Ordinance #327, adopted March 31,-195¢2, vol. III, 
p. 172. 
77 Aa lank, 1918,.7-266, sea, 14. 
7845 Ibid. sla. Aw, 1921 E.S.,.7:79, sec. 13 as amended by La. A., 1926, 


te 


79. See essay on health officer, following. 
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. on all revenues including taxes, licenses, fines, and permits, as well 
as the income from the operation of the municipal light and water 
plant.(&2) Bice: ie | | 


‘The supervision and management of the municipally-owned public 
utilities is the principal responsibility of the department of public 
property.(83) This department also supervises the inspection, repair, 


and maintenance of other municipal property including the town bgt EA oa 
bridges, streets, sewers, and electric light poles.(84) 


The preservation of municipal records is specifically provided 


- for jin the charter of 1918. Each trustee is directly responsible for the 


records of his office and is required, under penalty of a S100 Tine ato 


transmit them to his successor within 5 days after such successor is 


inducted into office.(85) Municipal records are considered town proper- 
ty. When an employee terminates his service with the town, he is re- 
quired to deliver all records kept by him to the trustee to whose de- 
partment he was attached. Duplicate receipts for such records are 
dssued, one of which is filed with the trustee of finance.(86) 


nr 


80. Minutes, February 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. Sle et seq. See essays on 
trustee of finance as ex officio treasurer and tax collector, fol- 
lowing. See also La. 4., 1918, 7265, sec. 27. 

Bl.) Thid., secsaos 3 

82. See footnote 20. above. 

Aa) Gas Aw, LOlb ces, sea. 19. 

nee i. SoCs eee, Lo Ls 

Soo | lawA., 19Le,~eGs, secs. 5, 6. 

66. Ibid., see. 24. 
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HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS 


The municipal records of Thibodaux are housed in the City Hall, a 
2-story wooden structure located at the corner of Green and Fourth 
Streets. Originally erected in 1806,(1) this building has been recent- 
ly remodeled and repaired at a cost of approximately 92,575. Improve- 
monts include the enlargement of the office of the trustee of finance, 
and the installation of a fireproof vault adjoining his office for the 
housing of municipal archives. A storeroom in the rear of the building 
was transformed into an office for the chief of police. New flooring 
was laid in the main hallway; general repairs such as painting and 
plastering. of walls were made; and all offices were refurnished. 
Fluorescent lighting was installed in the office of the trustee of fi- 
nance where most of the bookkeeping is done. 


‘ The second floor of the City Hall is used exclusively for the pub- 
lic library, which is maintained and operated by the Women's Club of 
Thibodaux. Prior to the remodelinz.of the City Hall, the chamber of 
commerce, now inactive, had its office on the second floor.(2) 


The majority of the municipal records are kept in the office of 
the trustee of finance and in the adjoining fireproof vault. The office 
is large and well ventilated. The current records of this department, 
comprising in the main the books used for the electric light and water 
department, are kept on steel shelves in the office when not in use 
on the counter. There are about 20 linear feet of shelving under the. 
counter. Current bills and correspondence are kept in a steel filing 
cabinet. This office holds about 8% of the total municipal records. 

At the close of each day, the bound records are stored in the vault. 


The vault, which is about 8 feet square, has concrete floor, walls, 
and ceiling, and is lined on two sides with steel shelves. The side 
opposite the door has wooden shelves and file drawers, and steel file 
drawers for small cards. Overhead lichting is adequate. The vault is 
fireproof and is closed with a steel door equipped with a secure lock. 
All of the early records of the various offices and a substantial part 
of the current documents of the finance department are filed in the 
vault. Space is not wholly adequate, and the records stored here, com- 
prising about 70% of the total municipal archives, are somewhat crowded. 


In the mayor's office, across the hall from.the office of the 
trustee of finance, are housed about 5% of the records. Those relating 


cee en __n TEESE REEEEEIEEEEDRAEREEESE ESE EIRERERERD 


l. Cornerstone of City Hall, Thibodaux, Louisiana; Weekly Thibodaux 
Sentinel, March 20, 1886. See also historical sketch. 

2. The above information was obtained from interviews with Charles 
Omer Naquin by Orahlee F. Conner, Marcelle F. Schertz, and Lucy 
L. Pellegrin. Copies of the recorded interviews are on file in 
State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey. 
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to violations of ordinances and persons wanted by the police are located 
in steel file drawers. The current docket book is kept in the drawer of 
the mayor's desk, and the other volumes are filed in the clerk's desk 
which is also in the mayor's office. Since the trustee of public property 
has no separate office, the current records relating to street improvement, 
sewers, and the maintenance of the electric light plant are located in a 
steel filing cabinet in the mayor's office. L bade it ut Lyte 


° ‘The office of the chief of police, adjoining the vault, is a small 
room with a wooden floor and paneled and plaster walls. The drawers of .a 
large desk located in this room are used to file the record of persons 
arrested and the transient register. About 2% of the records are housed 
here. s eR: ote Li BG if ou % af 


~'. In a storage space located above the vault with an entrance from the 
chief of police's office are located the unused non-current cash records 
such as meter readings, cashier's receipts for payment of old electric 
light and water bills, records of tax collections, and treasurer's dis- 
bursements. This storage space is equal in length and width to the vault 
underneath it, but is only about 3 feet high. Its floor is the concrete 
cciling of the vault; the walls and ceiling are unfinished. There is no 
lighting or ventilation, and it is by no means vermin proof. In bulk, 
about 10% of the records are stored here. However, these records are not 
used sufficiently to warrant their removal to the already crowded vault. 


Because the fire companies operated for a long time on a purely 
voluntary basis, most of their records are scattered among the residences 
and business establishments of the officers of the several companies. 

The exact location of the records of each company is shown in the entries. 
The records of the fire board, kept by the secretary-treasurer, who is 
also superintendent of the electric light and waterworks plant, at present 
are located in his office in the power house. The fire records comprise 
about 5% of the total municipal archives. , 


No specific provision is made for the use of the municipal records 
by the public or for private research. However, such arrangements can be 
made informally with the officials concerned as the occasions arise. 
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-. fhe board of trustees dates from the original act of incorporation 
in 1830.(1) The first board was composed of five members, who were re- 
quired to be freecholders residing within the limits of the town.(2) 
‘They were elected by "freeholders and inhabitants" of the municipality 
entitled to vote for members of the general assembly.(3) Upon assuming 
office each trustee was required to subscribe an oath before any justice 
of the peace within the parish for the faithful performance of duty.(4) 


The board served a l-year term.(5) 


From among their own number the trustees elected a president to- 
act as presiding officer.(6) They likewise appointed "suitable persons" 
to act as clerk, treasurer, assessor, collector,(7) and constable of 
the tomm.(8) While their governmental functions appear to have been 
exclusively legislative, they were given rather broad powers to enact 
such by-laws as they might deem proper relative to the “good government" 
of the towm.(9) These by-laws were, necessarily, required to be in con- 
formity with the laws and constitution of the State of Louisiana; and 
they were specifically directed toward regulation of public markets, 
streets, alleys and highways; the town watch, police, and patrol; and 
the suppression of nuisances in general.(10) While the trustees might 
impose fines not to exceed 50 for the breach of any ordinance, they 
were limited to actions before a justice of the peace, or any other 
court of competent jurisdiction, for the recovery of such fines.(11) 


No specific executive powers were delegated to any individual 
members of the board. Such functions were exercised by means of com- 
mittees appointed for special purposes. Among the more important were 
ee on education, finance, improvements, and public proper- 
ty.(12) ) 


Taxing powers of the trustees were limited to $500 a year “for the 
improvement and police" of the town.(13) Additional revenue could be 
raised only by a majority vote of the qualified electors of the munici- 
pality at a special election called for the purpose.(14) These taxing 
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powers were enlarged, however, by an amendment to the charter passed in 
1832.(15) At that time the trustees wore given power to tax “taverns, mer-= 
cantile houses, apothecary shops, shops for retailing spirituous liquors, 
billiard tables, etc."(16) Such taxes were limited to the amounts imposed 
by the State on similar establishments.(17) This act also endowed the 
trustees with power to establish a ferry crossing over Bayou Lafourche ,(18) 
and to superintend the repairs required on the levee built to withstand 
encroachments of the bayou upon property situated within the boundaries of 
the town.(19) ) 


Another salutary provision carried by this amendment was the method 
established for filling vacancies arising on the board of trustees. This 
was an omission clearly apparent in the original act. It was provided 
that the president of the board should call an election of the voters of 
the towm in order to fill any vacancy arising among the trustees by reason 
of death, resignation, or removal from office.(20) Should the president 
resign or absent himself for more than a month, the remaining trustees 
were given the right to elect a successor.(21) At the same time, the 
municipal electorate was enlarged to include “every free male white cit- 
§zen above the age of 21 years who shall have rented a tenement in said 
town for the last 6 months preceding the elections."(22) Such residents 
were likewise rendered eligible to hold any corporation office - a stipu- 
lation which directly affected the qualifications of the members of the 
board of trustees.(23) A final provision of the amendment required the 
board to sanction any withdrawals of money from the town treasury by the 
president.(24) 


A new charter providing for a mayor-aldermen form of zovernment was 
adopted in 1838.(25) Under this act control of the municipality was 
placed in the hands of a mayor and a board of four trustees.(26) The trus- 
tees no longer held the right to elect their presiding officer. This 
office was filled by the mayor, who was elected by the people and desig- 
nated as such on their ballots at the time the trustees were electod.(27) 
The right of voting for the mayor and the trustees reverted to the same 
class of electors as contemplated by the original charter of 1830, viz: 
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15. Me. AD AIS2yep. 162, sec. 4. 

16. ‘bid. 

17. ‘Ibid. ; 

18. Ibid. See also Thibodaux Sentinel, March 17, 1866; historical sketch, 
transportation. 

19. cue. ADAELSSAyip. 62, sec. 4. 

20, Dida) Bec, S- 

21, ead. 

90. Sthidigwde., 2. 

23, bid. (Comparo with first paragraph of this essay. 

DA. ts. Ao, boasp. 4162, sec. 7. 

25. La. A., 1838, +67. 

26. Ibid., sec. 5. 
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~ "the freeholders and inhabitants residing within the limits of said 
towm, entitled to vote for members of the general assembly."(28) How- 
ever, no change was made in the qualifications of the trustees or of 
the mayor.(29) In fact no further changes affecting the board of 
trustees were incorporated in the new charter except the rather minor 
prerogative of combining the offices of clerk and assessor in one person, 
should the mayor and board of trustees deem such consolidation advisa- 
ble.(30) ee ae hae 
A board of six trustees in addition to the mayor was authorized 
under the supplemental act of 1846.(31) The trustees were required to 
be residents of the town and to possess the qualifications necessary 
to become mombers. of the house of representatives .(32) Their oaths of 
office could be taken before any justice of the peace of the parish or 
any “other officer duly qualified to administer oaths."(33) Their 
appointive and elective powers were somewhat enlarged at this time, 
since they were authorized to choose "by ballot and a majority of votes" 
a town clerk, treasurer, assessor, collector, wharfinger, and constable. 
(34) They were empowered to combine any of these offices into one per- 
son except those of treasurer and ecollector.(35) Penal limitation for 
violation of municipal ordinance was raised to $100 in amount and to 
30 days in case of imprisonment.(36) A definite appropriation by the 
mayor and trustees was made necessary before any money could be with- 
drawn from the treasury.(37)} Ordinances imposing taxes required a 
two-thirds vote of the board for passage.(38) Finally, the act of 1846 
authorized elections to fill vacancies among the trustees only upon call 
“of the mayor and the board.{39) bss srnntnneeai mecnnarentarensetiri imnmeeneen 


Except for a few isolated revisions, the powers of the board of 
trustees remained unchanged from 1846 until the turn of the present 
century. One innovation was introduced in 1861, when the trustees were 
first given the authority to select a mayor pro-tempore.(40) They were 
authorized to take this action during the temporary absence of the mayor 
extending less than 1 month, and it was required that such appointment 
be made from among their ovm members.(41) 
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At the close of the War between the States, all vacant offices through- 

out the State were filled by the governor.(42) The post-war town council 

of Thibodaux, consisting of the required mayor and six trustees, was organ- 
ized in this manner on September 19, 1865.(43) One further noteworthy roe 
vision made during the period in question occurred in 1876, when the term 

of the board of trustees was extended to 2 years.(44) Another significant 
act was passed by the legislature in 1896, when the trustees were author-_ 
ized to float a bond issue of $25,000 for the double purpose of liquidating 
indebtedness due on the town waterworks and for erecting and equipping an 
electric light plant.(45) 


_ When the citizens of Thibodaux chose to adopt the provisions of the 
general charter act of 1898,(46) the town council necessarily comprised 
the mayor and five aldermen.(47) They were elected for a term of @ years 
(48) "by the people" (49) under provisions governing State and parish 
elections.(50) Aldermen were required to be qualified electors of the 
municipality having had 2 years residence in the parish.(51) The mayor 
and board of aldermen weré specifically authorized to appoint a tax col- 
lector,(52) a clerk,(53) and a street commissioner,(54) and were generally 
authorized to provide for the appointment of such other municipal officers 
as were found necessary.(55) They were given the alternative of appoint- ) 
ing a city attorney or of engaging legal counsel to represent the munici- 
pality as occasion should arise.(56) The board fixed the compensation of 
all officers and employees of the town.(57) Vacancies in the board of alder- 
men wore filled by tho governor for the unexpired term.(58) Aldermen could 
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42, Thibodaux Sentinel, August 26, 1865. 

43, Ibid., September 23, 1865. 

AA. gin Woh ypaekO Gig $O8,) SCO. ds 

25. olacsh.,. 18967576. 

4G. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance 7/130, vol. V, pp. Baler. 

47, La. fe, 1898, “4136, sec. 19 as amended by La. A., 1900, #97 

Re aan PN 1898, 71569 seo. 38. : 

49, Ibid., sec. 19 as amended by La. A., 1900, 797. 

50. La. A, 1898, 35136, sec. 39; Const., 1898, arts, 197-216. 

51. La. A., 1898, #136, secs. 20, 21 as amended by La. A., 1906, #139 
and La. A., 1910, #309. 

52. La. A., 1698, #136, sec. 19 as amended by La. A., 1900, #97; Minutes, 
June 4, 1901, vol. VY, p. 288. 

53. La. Ae, 1898, #156, sec. 19 as amended by La. A., 1900, #97; Minutes, 
May 1, 1901, vol. V, p- 284. 

54. Lae A., 1898, #136, sec. 19 as amended by La. A., 1900, +973; Minutes, 
February 7, 1902, vol. V, p- DUG. 

55. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 15, par. 15. Section 15 of La. A., 1898, 
/'136 was reenacted and supplemented in its entirety by ey Shp ee 
#4111 and La. A., 1916, 7114. 

56. La. A-, 1898, 7136, sec. 23 as amended by La. A., 1900, #97; Minutes, 
June 4, 1901, vol. V, p. 2&8; Ordinance Book, Resolution approved 
May AyulOl tyivok., II, p. 315. 

B70 tac Aa, 1698, 7106, sec. 15, par. 15. 

58. Ibid., sec. 38 as amonded by La. A., 1904, 4196. 
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be removed from office by the general power of recall covering all elected 
municipal officers throughout the State.(59) | 7 , | 


The powers granted the mayor and aldermen under the provisions of. 
the act of 1898 were both goneral(60) and specific in character.(61) 
The specific powers were numerous,(62) since the act was designed to 
cover varying conditions that might prevail in any municipality of the 
State coming under its provisions. Attention to detail was so pronounced 
that a provision directing the mayor and aldermen “to regulate and order 
thé cleaning of chimneys" was included.(63) 


Possibly the most important of these provisions dealt with the 
taxing powers of the municipality. The act provided for general,(64) 
special,(65) and privilege taxes;(66) and it gave the mayor and board 
of aldermen considerable latitude as to the method and extent of their 
imposition.(67) The general tax levy was fixed at a rate not to exceed 
10 mills,(68) and a special tax not to exceed 5 mills additional was 
authorized for the purpose of paying bonded indebtedness.(69) Under 
this act of 1898 the right of granting public franchise was written 
for the first time into the organic law of the municipality, and the 
mayor and board of aldermen were given control of such privileges in 
all matters pertaining to public service.(70) 


The board of aldermen passed out of existence when the present 
charter providing for a commission form of government was adopted by 
the electorate of Thibodaux in 1918.(71) The governmental functions 
of the board of aldermen were assumed by a board of three trustees; 4 
trustee of public safety and ex officio mayor, a trustee of finance 
and ex officio treasurer and tax collector, and a trustee of public 
property.(72) These trustees are required to be residents of the town 
and to have the qualifications of electors therein.(73) They are 
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Bony lavas, 19le, 7ess. 

60, wla.rAs; 1999, 7136, secss,13,, 15. 

Gleimibids,) secs... 15-17. 

62. A total of 48 separate and distinct paragraphs was devoted to the 
duties and powers of the mayor and board of aldermen. 

Been le. Ah., LO9Sp'4156, sec. 15, “par...5. 

64.) Ibid., secs 15,.pars. d- 

65... Ibid., pars. 1, 2. 

66. Ibid., par. 24. 

67 J6abid Separsw iss ¢ wv 24. 

BELT, boid.i,. parsed. 

69. Ibid., par. cd. 

70. ibid., pars. 7, &; sec. 17, par. oe 

71. La. A., 1918, #266, Minutes, September 25, 1918, vol. VI, p. 294. 

Teo KLa LK, YAUB,, 7266, sec. 5. 

imi, Joids. See. 4. 
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ir res offices by the legal voters residing within 
‘ate limits of the town.(74) Before entering upon their official 
e trustees must take the constitutional cath of office,(75) which 
is filed and recorded in the office of the clerk of court of the parish of 
‘Lafourche.(76) Each trustee is required to post bond, which, at the option 
of the board of trustees may be a personal bond or one executed by a sol- 
vent surety company, the premium being paid by the town.(77) All bonds must 
be approved and accepted by the district judge and the clerk of court of 
Lafourche Parish, and in the case of personal bonds a certificate of 
mortgage showing the encumbrances upon the property of principal and sure- 
ties must be submitted with the bond.(78) Bonds of the members of the board 
of trustees may be revoked by the district judge upon proof of misconduct or 
malfeasance or nonfeasance, and when bonds are so revoked, new bonds must be 
posted within 10 days or the office is declared ipso facto vacant.(79) 





a | 













The first election of trustees under the commission plan of govern- 
ment took place on the first Monday in December 1918.(80) Subsequent elec- 
tions, conducted under the general election laws of the State, are held 
every 4 years.(81) The salary of each member is fixed by the board of 
trustees but must not be less than $600 nor more than $1000 per annum, pay- 
able monthly.(8&2) No municipal officer is permitted to receive any money or 
benefit by reason of his dealings with the tow except his larful compense- 
tion or salary,(&S3) and no member of the board of trustees is eligiole for 
city contracts until after the expiration of 1 year from the date he ceases 
to be such a member.(84) | 


Recall proceedings may be instituted against any member of the board 
of trustees by a petition signed by 25% of the voters in the last municipal 
election. The board of trustees must order an election to fill the vacancy 
in which the trustee under recall proceedings must be considered a candidate. 


A A 


72.” “Tete Sece 5. 

75. CoGnst., 1913, art, 161; Const., 1921, art. XIX, sec. l. 

76. Ya. A., 1918, #266, sec. 5. See I. P. A. La., #29, Lafourche 
Parish, (Thibodaux), entry 42, p. 56. | 

77. Tas Ac, 1918, #266, sec. 6. 


78, Luad. 
79. ibid. - 


80. Ibid., sec. 5; Minutes, December 4, 1918, vol. VI, p. 302. 

81. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 5. Elections were held December 5, 1922; 
December 7, 1926; December 2, 1930; December 4, 1934; and December 
6, 1938. See Minutes, vol. VI, p. 52l; xol. VII, pp. 77. 5503, vol. 
VIII ,-pp-. 159, 592. 

82. La. A., 1918, 71266, sec. 14 h, sec. 17, sec. 19 f. See Minutes, 
January 31, 1919, vol. VI, p. 311; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed 
January 8, 1935, vol. III, p. 144. 

Ba, te.A., 1910, 7a60, 606. cd. 

84. Ibid., sec. 8. 
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Board of Trustees - | ident oe: (First entry, p. 53.) 


‘The candidate receiving the highest number of votes is declared elected. 
(85) No officer may be recalled within 6 months after he has qualified, 
and no officer who has been recalled is eligible for any position or 
office of the town within 1 year thereafter.(8) 


A vacancy is declared to exist when an elected officer fails to 
qualify within 50 days aftcr notico of his election is given, or when 
he dies, removes from the city, absents himself continuously therefrom 
for 2 months, is convicted of a felony, judicially declared a lunatic, 
or fails to furnish bond as required.(87) Vacancies in the board of 
trustees are filled by appointment of the mayor until a special elec- 
tion can be called.(88) This election must be held within 70 days 
efter the vacancy occurs. In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor, 
the trustee of finance acts as mayor until an election can be held.(89) 
Dates of regular meetings are fixed by the board.(90) At present meet- 
ings are held on tho last Tuesday of each month at the City Hall.(91) 


In the board of trustees are vested the major governmental powers 
of the municipality. Executive and administrative powors are distri- 
buted among the three departments of public safety, finance, and public’ 
property.(92) Legislative powers are exercised by the body in the 
enactment of ordinances and resolutions.(93) As a whole the board has 
practically no judicial powers, these being delegated to the trustee 
of public safety in his capacity as mayor when presiding over the mayor's 
court.(94) However, the board of trustees sits as a judicial body in 
cases involving the dismissal of the town clerk or the chief of police 
on charges of incompetence, neglect of duty, or reasons judged suffi- 
cient by the board.(95) 


The most important single function of the board of trustees is eén- 
acting the governing ordinances of the town. The legislative powers 
of the board are broad and general in their scope; the board may pass 


Coenen cee eeree nee ca re ne aaa aaeETt anir arene aman a aE 


BSeribid., sec. 29. 

86. Ibid. 

Sie bid., sec. 9. 

88. Ibid:, sec. 5. See Ordinance Book, Resolution passed January le, 
TOSOS ROL s bath, p. 84; Minutes, February 13, 1931, vol. VII, p- 3423 
Ordinance Book, Resolution passed April 17, 1931, VOd ne kibdeg ye 3003 
Minutes, May 22, 1931, vol. VII, p. 559; aoid., vune 19, LIST, 

De 362. 

89. La. A., 1918, 7266, sec. 5. 

90. Ibid., soc. 11. Minutes, January 10, RGloevOl.. Vl, Ds. vol; vurdiq- 
nance Book, Resolution passed January 8, 1955, vol. LID, o- 0le4. 

91, Charles Omer Naquin, Notes on Interview with Charles Omer Naquin 
by Marcelle F. Schertz. (Copy on file in State office of Louisiana 
Historical Records Survey.) 

2 tide Agel Oba secrcoG, Bad. "lo. 

95. Ibid., sec. 10. 

U4 Mited,, sec. 38. : 

ao. Witad., seo, 14 f. 
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(First entry, p. 53.) Mee se F ; Board of Trustees 


oo Be 


any ordinances, resolutions, or regulations as may be necessary and proper." 


(96) All ordinances are acted upon by yea and nay votes and are recorded 
in the minutes of the neetings.(97) However, the trustees may of their 


‘own volition submit any proposed ordinance to a vote of the electorate at 


a rogular municipal election, or at a special election called for the pur- 
pose.(98) Likewise, the board may be compelled to adopt an ordinance 
originating under petition of 15% of the voters and later carried by a 
majority vote of the electors at a general or special election.(99) 


7 "The entire fiscal system of tho town is under the control and super- 
vision of the board of trustees.(1) To this end, tho board is required to 


. pass "the annual appropriation ordinance" not later than December 31 of 


each year.(2) This ordinance appropriates such sums of money as the trus- 
tees may decom necessary for the expenses of the ensuing year and is based 
upon a budget which has been previously published for the information of 
the public.(3) Adjusted to the requirements of the current budget, 

the tax levy is assessed for each year, not to exceed 10 mills on the 
dollar of the taxable property lying within the town limits.(4) It is 
required that 3 mills of the property tax be appropriated and dedicated to 
the public schools. This portion of the property tax is paid ovor to the 
parish school board to be used by it in the maintenance of the public 
schools of the town.(5) The total tax levy is extended on tho assessment 
rolls, and the board of trustees reccives and acts upon applications for 
correction of the rolls from persons wishing to modify their assessment. 
(6) The trustees are authorized to provide by ordinance for unforescen 
financial contingencies which arise and which may not be covered by the 
appropriation ordinance.(7) The board has the power to exercise specific 
control over the trustee of finance by prescribing the methods he shall 
use for the accounting and disbursement of funds.(8) All claims for money 
must be audited by the trustee in whose department they originate before 

















2. ibid., scc. 26 a. Ses Ordinance Book, vol. III, pp. l, POM, Le), 
25, eeia.otenseqis. Meas 

3, La. A., 1918, 7266, soc. 26 a. Seco Ordinance Book, vol. III, pp. 

9, 19, 43, 80, 95, 133, et soq. See also Minutos, June 20, 1919, 
vol. VI, p. 330; ibid., October 31, 1919, p. 348. 

4. “La. A.,.1918, #266, sec. 26a, | 

5. Ibid., sec. 35. Ordinance Book, ‘innual Appropriation Ordinance 272, 
approved December 15, 1922, vol. III, p. 381. 

6. 1GLa. As, 19) Gyge266, t9e05°26 a. 

7. 17La.tA., ALQOAPE M2 eséc.c4seLas A. P0198, 1:266, sec. 26 a; Minutes, 
April 4, 1919, Poet, per de0; ibid., dune 15,°1919, p. 550; Poiks. 
Ootober 3, 1919, p. 346, et seq. 

8. b0la. Wbic.19}8n.266,-se0. 15. 
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Board of Trustees | (First entry, Dp. 53.)-. 


such demands are submitted to the treasurer for payment.(9) Requisi- 
tions for supplies amounting to more than $100 require the approval OF oy 
the board.(10) The board is vested with the power to enforce and collect 
municipal taxes and licenses,({1l) but all ordinances ‘fixing liconses must 
specifically provide the date on or before which the license becomes 
payable.(12) No license may be greater than that imposed by the State 

on similar occupations or commercial pursuits. However, no limitation 

js fixed on the license tax to be imposed upon dealers in alcoholic 
beverages.(13) ; “¥ hie sites tenth: De 


The board may not contract any indebtedness without at the same 
time making provision for its payment. A proportion of the existing 
revenue may be earmarked for the payment; a new and special tax may be 
imposed for the purpose; or a bond issue may be provided for the dis- 
charge of the indebtedness.(14) However, the cost of erecting an elec- 
tric light plant or waterworks system may be defrayed by pledging the 
anticipated revenues arising from the operation of such plants .(15) In 
connection with a municipal electric light and waterworks plant, the 
board is authorized to sell to consumers electrical appliances and plumb- 
ing supplies of all kinds.(16) ) , 


The board of trustees determines the nature and extent of all public 
. improvements .(17) In contracting for public works and improvements where 
the amount involved exceeds g500, the board is required to receive com- 
petitive sealed bids and to award the contract to the lowest bidder who 
can furnish satisfactory security.(18) The board may, if it sees fit, 
reject any or all bids.(19) 


Faving contracts calling for work involving more than one block 
must also be submitted to bids. In this instance, however, the town is 
authorized to reject all bids and perform the work itself if deemed ad- 
visable.(20) Abutting property owners are ¢alled upon to pay the entire 
costs of constructing sidewalks and two-thirds of the cost of construct- 
‘ing a sewerage system, or of paving streets.(21) Payment for such public 
improvements is provided by an assessment levied by ordinance or resolu- 
tion, which assessment is recorded in the mortgage record of the parish 


9. Ibid., sec. 16. 











10." Ibid. 
liidedbid.shsecsa26s 
iztl, ibad. 


18... Tbid.gi seo.826, as 

14. Ibid., sec. 27. 

1oeidTb1esh. sec. 27 a. 

16. [bid. However, the town does not take advantage of this privilege. 
17. o Law AnyodO1S , 472 66yrsecssc27,,/ 40-42% 

1Bi. Abid. sisec.B27 as 

19. Ibid. 

20.. Abid. }isea.. 40. 

Si. Ibid., soc. <7 a. 
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(First entry, p. 53.) “es Board of Trustees 


and operates as a first lien upon the property concerned superior to all 
other claims except bans 22 here He EO RE, UTA AOD as lap a WEE 


Permission to construct and operate public utilities in the streets 
and public grounds of the town, and any other lawful franchises, are 
granted by ordinance by the board of trustees for a period not to exceed 
25 years.(23) <Any grant or franchise may be protested, however, under a 
petition signed by one-fifth of the number and value of the property tax- 
payers. In the event of a protest, the question must be submitted to a 
vote of the entire electorate at an election held within 70 days from the 
presentation of the petition to the mayor. The trustees as a board canvass 
the returns of such elections and proclaim the results in public session 
on the third day following.(24) The trustees also canvass returns of elec- 
tions held to fill vacancies in the board, and are required to make public 
proclamation of the results of such elections on the third dav thereaftor, 
(25) Appointments of salaried employees are made by ordinance passed by 
the board of trustees, and this body is authorized to determine the number 
of employees in any department of the tovwm as well as to fix their compen- 
sation.(26) Employees specifically mentioned in the charter are the city 
attorney,(27) the chief of police, and the town clerk.(28) The board like- . 
wise holds the power of removal of such employees at will.(29) 


+ 


The board of trustees may by ordinance enlarge or contract the bound- 
aries of the town,(30) and it is also authorized to subdivide the town into 
drainage districts.(31) It is at the instance of the board, upon proper 
resolution, that proceedings may be initiated to reclassify the town as a 
city.(32) The board likewise inaugurates any changes in or amendments to 
the municipal charter.(33) 


In his individual capacity each trustee is required to maintain an 
office at the City Hall and to give such time and attention to municipal 


: 


22. Ibid., secs. 27 a, 40-42. os Thee . ; . 

23. Ibid., sec. 26. See Ordinance Book, Teli. sl Dowppy hOsii20 wile: 

24 Vetiewhie mal 8) 426, san.i2S» 

25. Ibid., sec. 5. See Ordinance Book, vol. III, pp- 84, 88. 

26. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 25. However, the mayor can “employ all 
such persons as he may deem proper for the efficient and orderly 
administration of the affairs of the town, except as otherwise pro- 
vided in the charter." (Ibid., sec. 14 f.) See Ordinance Book, vol. 
Illy tp. 144, 294. SA 

OF. Ime Az. 1998, eOl, 2O0> tec 

28, sJhid., sea. 5» 

29. ibid. ~86cs, 21. 

30, Ibid., sec. 36; see Minutes, July 12, 1912, Ordinance #179, vol. VI, 
p. 0; Ordinance Book, Ordinance 7:295, vol. III, pp. 16, el. 

Min les Ain 1908, 7ebD, wees, OB 

a2. Ibid.,+;sec. 37.. 5e0 also La. A., 1898, #136, SOC. 

33, Ta. A., 1918, ;/266, sec. 43. See also La. A., 1898, 77156, sec. 43. 
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Board of Trustees-Proceedings | 3 (1). 


affairs as the duties of his office may demand.(34) As a department 
head he sends to the trustee of finance, usually on the first. Monday in 
October of each year, an estimate of the amounts required for the busi- 
ness and proper conduct of his department anticipated for’ the ensuing: 
fiscal year.(35) He is required to keep a record book in which all de- 
partment affairs are recorded as soon as they are performed, and he nust 
render a monthly report of all operations of his department to the board 
of trustees.(33) Annually, or more frequently if necessary, each trustee 
is required to prepare a synopsis of the operations of his dopartment 
for publication. Such records are kept open for public inspection, in- . 
cluding a complete inventory and permanent record of all the "pyersonal" 
property of each department and the disposition made of si SN ese gh fiers |G eG He 
5 days after his successor is inducted into office, each trustee must 
turn over to such successor all books, papers, and records pertaining 

to the office.(38) Records are located in the vault unless otherwise 
indicated in the entry. ' 


..Proceedings 


-c1.. MINUTES, TO"N OF THIBODAUX, May 7, 1838-Sept. 2, 1862; Sept. 
_....19, 1865--. 9 vols. (vols. 1838-62, 1865-1951, no. 1-7; 
vols. 1865-1931 also dated). Title varies: Corporation 
Thibodaux. 
Record of proceedings at regular and special meetings of the governing 
body of this municipality giving details of all matters taken under con- 
sideration and acted on by this body. Ordinances and resolutions in- 
clude those appointing special committees to draft by-laws, to estimate 
the amount of property within the corporation limits, to fix salaries 
of officials and employees, and to check town finances; appointing con- 
stable, wharfinger, and inspectors for streets, levees, and bridges; 
adopting estimated budget of yearly receipts and expenditures; appropria- 
tions for general and special funds; floating bond issues for public 
improvements and letting of contracts for same; advertising for bids 
and granting of contracts; advertising and letting of franchise to oper- 
ate a ferry service; adopting 4 standard table for fixing taxes on real 
and personal property; fixing the prices on bread during certain periods; 
furnishing lime to residences for sanitation purposes after floods; ne- 
gotiating loans; issuing notices of special elections, appointing clerks 
and commissioners to serve at polls, designating polling places and 
promulgating the results of elections; commemorating deceased officials 


a Se i te Ca a ES, “te a A SS SE IT a CE 


34. late LOLS, 77256 psec. ) 7.2 

35. -Ibid., sec. 26 a. The dato is subject to change by the board of 
trustees. . 

5G “ieee, POLB se 266.806. 6. Minutes, March 7, 1919, vol. VI, pp. 
315, 317. Seo also essays on individual trustees. 

BF tied s yw QLAG Heo Omr SOC +28 

S8.o.Ibid., sec. 5. 
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and persons who were active in promoting civic improvement in the com- 
munity; creating fire and pluwnbing boards and defining their powers and 
duties; defining the powers and duties of public officials; specifying 

the approximate location at which electric and gas meters should be in- 
stalled on private premises and fixing penalties for tampering with same; 
opening and closing streets; issuing permits authorizing taxpayers to im- 
prove their property; accepting resignations of town officials; fixing the 
amount of license tax to be paid by operators of pool halls, places of en- 
tertainment, hotels, general merchandising establishments, and liquor 
shops; establishing traffic regulations and defining misdemeanor offenses; 
prohibiting electrical interference with radio receptions; authorizing the 
mayor to accept donations of land for public improvements, and to offer 
rewards for information or the apprehension of persons destroying public 
property; accepting assessment rolls as compiled by assessor; and approving 
payment of claims. Written into the minutes are opinions of attorney for 
the municipality, copies of oaths and bonds of town officials, bonds of 
contractors, acts of sale and donations to which the corporation was a 
party, copies of statements of treasurer on tax collections; and reports 
at given periods by the trustees of public property, public safety, and 
finance and those received from contractors relative to work completed on 
public property. The minutes of each meeting give date and place held, 
names of members present and absent, and in most instances signatures of 
mayor and clerk. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 1838-62, 
1865-1910; typed 1$11--. Aver. 512 pp. 15x 9x 1g to 18x 12x 3. 


2. ORDINANCSS (and Resolutions) TOWN OF THIBODAUX, July 16, 1847- 

Sept. 23, 1662; 1881--. 3 vols. Title varies: Minutes, Town 

of Thibodaux. 
Record of resolutions and ordinances passed by the governing body of this 
municipality giving ordinance number, title, text, date adopted, and sig- 
matures of clerk and mayor; for types of ordinances and resolutions, see 
Minutes, Town of Thibodaux, entry 1. In 1881 a digest of ordinances, reso- 
lutions, constitutional provisions, legislative acts, etc., was made and 
officially adopted by the board of trustees. This digest was copied in 
the volume of ordinances beginning in 1881. In the first section of the 
first volume is a copy of. the charter act of 1638 and the supplementary 
act of 1846. Arr. numer. by ordinance no. and chron. by date adopted. No 
index, July 16, 1847-Sept. 23, 1862, Sept. 2, 1881-Nov. 14, 1924; indexed 
in vol., Dec. 19, 1924--, alph. by first lotter in title of ordinance or 
resolution, givinz page no. of record. Hdw. 1847-62, 1881-1907; typed, 
1908--. Avor. 365 pp. 16 x10 x2 tol1l8xil2x6. 


3, PRINTED MINUTES & ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THIBODAUX, 
1858-60, Jan. 9, 1877 - Feb. 18, 1881. 1 vol, dated. For prior, 
subsequent, and duplicate records, see entries 1, ¢. 

Newspaper clippings of proceedings of the town council and ordinances 
enacted, 1877-81, for description, see entry 1. Included, 1858-60, is an 
account of notes and bills receivable giving number of note, name of drawer, 
in whose favor, on what account, year, and amount. Arr. chron. by date 

of meeting. No index. Printed. 35 pp. 7x9 x 1/2. 
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Improvements 


pat eRe 2 CM AULT 


4. AUDITOR'S REPORT, 1910-135, 1919--. 5 folders and 17 vols. , 
(dated). 

Rezorts of euditors submitted to the mayor and trustee of finance upon 
eoupietion of the examination of books and records of this municipality, 

trecirz a detailed accounting of receipts and disbursements of all 
focés including those of municipally owned utilities. Reports give 
perio3 covered by audit, tabulation showing source and amount of re- 
c<i>cts, and purpose and amount of expenditures of each fund together 
wich periodical bank and trial balances and other financial statements. 
Zeriy audits cover moro than one fiscal year. Each audit arr. by ace- 
ecscrts. No index; attached listing of accounts in current vols. Typed. 
ater. 40 pp. 14 x9 x 3/4. Office of trustee of finance. 


Improvements 


rower =ouse 


5. TOWN OF THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA, PUBLICATIONS FOR POWER HOUSE 

IMPROVEMENTS IN THIBODAUX COMMERCIAL JOURNAL. 

Sept.- Nov. 1938. 15 pp. in 1 cardboard folder. 
Yewsoaper clippings of publications pertaining to improvements made on 
= power plant operated by this incorporation including proceedings of 
= town council, resolutions and ordinances adopted at their meetings, 
e-d edvertisements for bids. Included is a sheet listing types and cost 
ef publications, giving name of newspaper publishing advertisements and 
total cost of all publications. Arr. chron. by date of publication. 
o index. Typed and printed. 15 x 9 x 1/4. 


> = 
Streets 


6. TOM OF THIBODAUX, PUBLICATIONS FOR STREET IMPROVEMENTS IN THE 
THIBODAUX. COMMERCLiL JOURNAL, 1939. Approx. 50 pp. in 1 card- 
board folder. 
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municipality and to carry on this project; proceedings authorizing sale 
of paving certificates; and engineer's report on completion of work. 
Inctuded is a sheet listing types and cost of publications, giving name 
of Sand debited with costs of publication and name of newspaper publish- 
in- advertisement. Arr. by projects, chron. by date of publication. 

No index. Typed and printed. 15 x9 x 1/4. 


7.  THIBODAUX PAVING. 1938-40; date of document Jan. 15, 1940. 
1 vol. (discontinued, project completed.) 
Certified copies of paving certificates issued; nowspapor clippings of 
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(8-11) | | err: Board of Trustees - Miscellaneous; 
. ; Maps and Plans 


the proceedings of the council in connection with the paving of streets 
far Thibodaux, including notice of intention, and resolutions and ordinan- 
ces of this body; list of strests to be paved with names of property owners 
and frontage on street, price per foot, and total amount assessed; copy of 
listing of assessment as filed with parish recorder; and copy of contract 
between municipality and paving contractor. Arr. by topics. No index. 
Typed and printed. 245 pp. 11x9x1l. Rtas . 


-8. STREET IMPROVEMENT, 1938--. Approx. 1000 pp. in 1 steel file 
drawer. . . 

“Records pertaining to public improvement programs including street paving; 

construction and additions to water, sewerage, and power systems; and 

correspondence from various sources relating to these projects. Arr. by 

subject matter. No index. Hdw. and typed. 12 x 12 x 26. Mayor's office. 


Miscellaneous 


9. SEWER (and Miscellaneous), 1938--. Approx. 500 pp. in 1 steel 
file drawer. vOx 
Miscellaneous records of this body including those pertaining to side- 
walk projects and to operations of the Thibodaux fire department and gas 
system; general correspondence and copies of traffic ordinances adopted 
by the board of trustees. Arr. by subject matter. No index. Hdw. and 
typed. 12x 12x 26. Mayor's office. | 


10. LOOSE LEAF BOOK (Scrap Book), Nov. 1928- Apr. 1938. 2 vols. 
(discontinued, was kept by Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce before 
that body beoame defunct.) Titlo varies: Serap Book. 

Newspaper clippings of important events in the municipality of Thibodaux 
and vicinity pertaining to civic improvements, fairs, crops, experiment 
bases to be located in vicinity of this incorporation, results of ball 
games, visits of influential people; advertisement of elections; bids on 
local construction projects; and results of voting on bond issues. Margi- 
nal notations give date and name of newspaper from which article was 
clipped. Arr. chron. by date of item. No index. Printed. Aver. 75 pp. 
eek Ox oh 





Maps and Plans 


ll. (Map of Thibodaux) PUBLISHED BY SANBORN MAP COMPANY, NEW. YORK, 
Ai we A ALS Te OM 
Practical map of the incorporation’ of Thibodaux consisting of twelve 
sections showing streets, bridges, and water system; lot boundaries and 
numbers; and, in instances where a business establishment is Situated, type 
of business. Also shows location of churches, schools, parish courthouse, 
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“Trastee of Public Safety a eer (22-44)! 


Zeil, and city hall. First map in volume is a composite of all sections 

end shows the town as a complete unit; also shows what buildings are 

fireproof and the water system of the town. Made and copyrighted by the 

Sentorn Map Company of New York. Arr. by sections starting at Bayou 

Lafourche. Indexed in vol. alph. by name of street, giving inclusive 

Jot numbers and sheet number on which street appears. Process and shaded. 
3 sections. 20 x 14x 1/2. HERD | . 


12. SANFORD'S MAP OF THIBODAUX, L(ouisien)’, med. 1 map. 

Yep of the town of Thibodaux showing limits of incorporation; streets, 
bayou, and roads with name of each; lot boundaries with numbers; location 
of courthouse, waterworks, business sites, and residences of prominent 
citizens. Draftsman, John Ithiel Sanford, New Orleans, La. Black on 
white and shaded. Scale 1" = 160'. 30 x 20. 


13. PLAT OF SURVEY (North Line of West 7th Street), Oct. 1, 1940. 
1 map. 

Plat of survey of the north line of West 7th Street, between St. Philip 
end Jackson Streets, in Thibodaux, Louisiana. Also shows block bounded 
by 6th, 7th, Jackson, and St. Philip Streets with former names of streets, 
sidewel’: lines, and lot numbers and size. Draftsman, JA. Lovell, Civil 
Enzineer, Draftsman, Thibodaux, La. Blue-print. Scale 1" = 50'. 
12x 12. i F boBs. » St. 


14, PLANS FOR STREET PAVING AND STORM SEVERS FOR THE TOWN OF 
THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA, P(ublic) W(orks) A(dministration) 
PROJECT NO. La.-1182-F, 1938. 52 blueprints in 3 rolls and 
approx. 100 sheets of plotted cross sections in 1 bundle. 
Plans for street paving and storm sewers for the town of Thibodaux, 
Louisiana showing the locations and profiles of proposed paving and 
storm sewers; and dotailed plans ror standard street paving, cross sections, 
street improvements, and storm sewer castings. J.B. McCrary, Co., InCe, 
Engineers, Atlanta, Ga. Blue-print. Scale varies. 24 x 30. 


- TRUSTES OF PUBLIC SAFETY 


The trustee of public safety is ex officio mayor (1) and president 
of the board of trustees.(2) As head of the department of public safety 
he has charge of the volice, fire, street, and health departments .(3) 

He also exercises police authority over municipally owned public 
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PAe Tee Ro, LOTS; “266i isocs. 3, 14. See essay on mayor, followings. 

Abitlea . HPMI918 Paay séc P14. : ta 

3, Ibid. See essays on chief of police, fire department, street com- 
missioner, and board of health, following. 
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utilities(4) and controls the administration of the municipal jail.(5) 
With the exception of the clerk and the chief of police, he is authorized 
to employ all persons, including policemen,(6) necessary for the efficient 
and orderly administration of the affairs of the town,(7) and he determines 
their tenure and salaries.(8) Although the appointment and control of 

the clerk and the chief of police come under the jurisdiction of the 

board of trustees as a body, the trustee of public safety has the power 

to suspend either of these officers for cause. Final judgment in such 
cases, however, rests with the board of trustees.(9) 


In his capacity as head of the department of public safety, this 
trustee is charged with the enforcement of regulations relative to the 
construction and maintenance of buildings within the tovm limits, and he 
issues building permits.(10) Since these permits are accompanied by a 
permit fee, they are turned over to the trustee of finance as ex officio 
treasurer. Records of building permits are listed under the latter office, 
see entry 43. The reports of the trustee of public safety are recorded 
Gn the minutes(11), see entry 1. 


15. / COMMERCIAL BUILDING, MAIN AND ST. LOUIS STREETS, THIBODAUX, 
LOUISIANA 7, Dec. 15, 1936. 3 plans and 17 pages of specifica- 
tions in 1 roll. 

Plans and specifications for the Commercial Building constructed at Main 
and St. Louis Streets for Colonel C.A. Morvant. Norman V. Riviere, Archi- 
tect-Engineer, Draftsman, King Hotel Bldg., Baton Rouge, La. Blue-print. 
Scale 1/16" = 1'. 4x 4x 30. Vault. 


TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
AS EX OFFICIO MAYOR 


Although Thibodaux was chartered in 1850, the office of mayor as 
such was not officially created until 1838.(1) Prior to 1838 the board 
of trustees, the governing body of the town, was presided over by one of 
its members, selected: by the board as president.(2) The qualifications of 


Se 


4. Lae Ae, 1918, 7255, sec. l4c.-. 

5,sAIbid., sec.” lée. 

6. Minutes, January 10, 1919, Ordinance #246, vol. VI, p. 5073 Lbids,; 
January 17, 1919, p. 309. 

7. Lae Ac, 1918, #256, sec. 14f. 

8. Ibid. However, section 25 of the same act gives to the board of 
trustees the power to make the appointment of such salaried employees 
as may be necessary, to determine the number that shall be employed 
in any department, and to fix their compensation. 

9, La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 14f. 

10.6 tbiav;y sec. 14d. 
ll. Minutes, March 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 315, et seq. 

Se Bh eesoei hist; "ba. As, 1838, #67.° 

Pay les Ae, O00, pe 154, 8606.5. 
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Mieeeenriratsag(Sefety  ---: .” .»,..., (ext entry, p. 63.) 
AS _Ex Officio Mayor Per PALES | | 


_ the president were the same as those of the other trustees,(3) and he had 
no ex officio duties or specifically delegated appointive powers .(4) 
Howover, all warrants drawn on the town treasury required the signature 
of tho prosident.(5) ‘Two years later (1822) the responsibility for 
withdrawing monoy from tho treasury was assumed by the entire board.(6) 


In 1838, when the mayor-aldermon form of governmont was adoptod, 
provision was made for the popular election of a mayor,(7) who, like the 
members of the board, served a l-year term.(8) Municipal elections were 
._ held in May.(9) Vacancios in the office of the mayor were filled by the 
trustees from among their own number.(10) At this time the mayor was given 
the additional powers of a justice of the peace,(11) but his jurisdiction 
was not confined specifically to the limits of the town until 1851.(12) 

In the event of the temporary absence of the mayor for less than a month, 
@ mayor pro tempore was clected by the trustees from among their own 
members .(13) 


At the closo of the War for Southern Independence in 1865, a mayor, 
together with all other municipal and parish officiais, was appointed by 
the governor of the State.(14) In 1876 the term of office for members of 
the board, mayor and aldermen, was extended to @ years.(15) Municipal 
elections were held in November of alternate years.(16) When in 1900 the 
electorate of Thibodaux chose to adopt act 136 of 1898 as their charter, 
(17) the time of clections was changed to April.(18) The mayor was 
spocifically roquired to be a qualified clector of the municipality and 
a resident of the parish for at least two years.(19) Removal of the 
mayor from office was provided for under the general powers of recall 
granted electors by the constitution of 1898 (20) and enforced by the 
lezislature throughout the State.(21) Vacancies in the office of mayor 
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3, Ibid., secs. 2, 53 see essay on board of trustees. 
Levee eras See ss 5 fan 

5. eyl0id., sec. Gs 

Beek. ol Goe, Pp. 6c, 86C. 7. 

7 metas A., 1036, 767, sec. 3. 

GO. Met.» , S20. e- 








10, meted, sec. 6. 

TL serea., Sec. J. 

12.+ta. A., 1061, #70, soc. 2; see also La. A., 1865 E.S., 125, BaQsie- 
1S bee TCE, WES ne Hots BOG-, ib 
14. Thibodaux Sentinol, August 26 and September 25, 1865. 

TO aah» sc Ob toca 82800; 1. 

16.5 +5 h0id 

17. Waimutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance #130, vol. V, pp. 41, 242. 
18. scbe. A., 1898, 7186, soc. 38. 

19. 4-thid., sac..c0. 


20. Constitution 1898, Art. 222. 
21, “tereee? L912, Hess: 
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(Next ontry, p. 63.) ‘Trustee of Public Safety 
imal As Ex Officio Mayor 


were filled by gubernatorial appointment for the unexpired tern. (22) 


As presiding officer of the board of aldermen the mayor had no vote 
except in the case of a tie.(23) He held the power of veto, but a two- 
thirds majority of the board could override his disapproval.(24) All 
officers of the town came under his supervision, and the mayor could re- 
quire any of them to exhibit his accounts and ‘papers and. tq maiko ‘4’ written 
report to the board.(25) - As the chief executive authority of the munici- 
pality it was the mayor's duty to have any officer dealt with promptly 

-for neglect of duty.(26) All commissions, appointments, and warrants ro- 
quired the signature of the mayor as well as the seal and attestation of 
the clork.(27) The mayor made recommendations to the board on matters 
pertaining to the municipality, but it was his chief duty to enforce the 
ordinances and by-laws of the town.(2€) This authority was exercised in 
his ex officio capacity as presiding officer of the mayor's court.(29) 


From 1900 to the adoption of the present charter in 1918 (30) very 
little change was made in the duties of the mayor. In 1910, he was 
authorized to sign all warrants drawn on the treasury. These warrants were 
attested by the clerk, who was required to keep an accurate record of them 
in a “well bound" book.(31) 7 

: The ex officio responsibilities of the mayor were enlarged to consider- 
able extent by municipal ordinance. In 1903, the position of superintendent 
of the waterworks and electric light plant being vacant, the mayor was 
given suporvision over the operation of these utilities.(32) Several years 
later this function was formally incorporated into the ex officio duties of 
the mayor.(33) At the same time he was declared ex officio street commise 
sioner(34) and was designated a member of the police board.(35) In 1907 | 
he was authorized to act in the ex officio capacity of inspector of 
buildings.(36) : 





a a ag a OCS AR A LR CCC EDL A 


22. La. 4., 1898, #136, sec. 38; La. A., 1904, #196, sec. 1. : 
23 89.1bid.tsec. 20. 

















24. Ibid. 
25. Ibid. 
26. Ibid. 
at. Ibids 
28. Ibid. 





29. Ibid., see essay on mayor's court, following. 

30. Minutes, September 25, 19195, vol. VI, p. 294. 

31. La. Ae, 1910, #309. 

32.(°Minutes, May 8, 1903, vol. V, p. 357. 

33. Ibid., May 14, 1913, vol. VI, p. 36. 

34. Ibid. 

35. Ibid., Ordinance #4184, approved June 6, 1915, p. 42. 

36. Ordinance Book, December 20, 1907, Ordinance 7149, p. 207; see also 
Ordinances 4!222 and 7/2653 approved July 6, 1915, p. 370. 
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frustee of Public Safety ES : (Next entry, p- 63.):' 
As Ex Officio Mayor _ 
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| Thus, as the municipal activities of the town increased, the mayor 
became charged with duties extraneous to his functions as chief execu- 
tive and presiding officer of the board of aldermen. This trend was so 
pronounced that when the present charter was adopted in 1918,(37) no 
provision was made for the election of a mayor as a separate and distinct 
electoral entity.(38) Instead, the title and duties incumbent upon the 
mayor were added in an ex officio capacity to those of the trustee of 
public safety, who was made chief executive of the town. (39) 


As mayor the trustee of public safety is presiding officer of the 
board of trustees (40) and acts as the legal representative of the town. 
(41) In his executive capacity he signs all contracts, bonds, or other 
instruments requiring the official action of the town,(42) and he signs 
all proceedings such as by-laws, regulations, ordinances, and resolutions. 
(43) He issues notices of elections called to adopt any ordinance 
initiated by a petition of the electors,(44) and when an ordinance changing 
the boundaries of the town is adopted, it is the duty of the mayor to 
issue a proclamation declaring the ordinance to be effective.(45) As a 
member of the board of trustees, he exercises a vote on all matters coming 
before the board, but he has no veto vower. (46) The trustee of finance . 
acts in the absence of the mayor.(47) 


The municipal ordinances and the city charter are not at all times 
in conformity in segregating the duties of the mayor from those of the 
trustee of public safety.(48) For this reason it is not always possible 
to draw a sharp line of demarcation between the functional duties of the 
trustee of public safety and his ex officio duties as mayor. Since the 
duties of the mayor are of an executive nature, there are no specific 
records for this office. For the judicial records of the mayor as magis- 
trate over the mayor's court, seo entries.16 5.17 e.-. 


i lee eee ee ee ees Par Leeann 


37, Minutes, September 25, 1918, vol. Vie. 1a tas 

38. Lae he, 2918, 9256, sece Se ~ ) 

39, Ibid., secs. 3,4. See also essay on trustee of public safety, 
preceding. 

40. La. A., 1918, 7266, sec. 14. 

41, Ibid., sec. l4a. Legal processes against the town are served upon 
the mayor, or in his absence, upon the acting mayor. 

Agooewbid,, sec. 14a. 

450° Thitds, secs 54. 

4a'2?T Hid. 4 Set. SOs pa 

AS?* Toid,, sec. 730% ; 

46. ° Ibid., sec. 14b. 

ATE THC... SAC« Ds 

48, Minutes, February 6-15, 1920, vol. VL, pp. 561, She Lasley 12L0, 
#266, sec. 14. 

















% 


N aT me eit 4 f 4 a = 7 















-' 


“110 588 fords ab POTS 

oF saw saeat hy ertabla. tou 

ont (TC), BECE. i. Retqobs: om rm ee t 
reih toTatoR “a cA ‘ToNai 2 wiveel[e edt 

tt votysbh Bra ofthe puss ybeotant me t 

’ ait o¢ whionqges Ofa2Tio xo’ as ict toll 

yoexe Zolde sham saw: onl 4 

* ee 


aiiduag teu edt soyom ‘ah oo” hy" 
} ) soodent +d = bisod)) 
fe.§ toad voeks etd (£8) : 
LE St : 3 Sry sank I 

exni! so1g Ife 

(en) 


k 


hs 


oe ~62- 
(Next entry, p. 63.) ‘é a 


MAYOR AS MAGISTRATE OVER MAYOR'S COURT 


The primary function of the mayor's court is the exercise of juris- 
diction over all violations of municipal ordinances.(1) The mayor's court 
was first incorporated in the governmental structure of Thibodaux in 
1900(2) when the town elected to organize under the provisions of the 
general charter act of 1898.(3) Prior to that time, the system of munici- 
pal ordinance enforcement had been subjected to various modifications, 
Under the first charter passod in 1830, the only penalty provided for the 
breach of any ordinance was the imposition of a fine not to exceed $50.(4) 
Such fines were recoverable before a justice of the peace or any court of 
competont jurisdiction.(5) The statute is silent as to the infliction of 
any term of imprisonment for such jinfractions.(6) Doubtless when the mayor 
was made ex officio justice of the peace in 18358, he exercised jurisdiction 
over breaches of municipal ordinances.(7) When the charter of 1846 was 
adopted, maximum penalties for violations of this nature were increascd to 
$100 fines or imprisonment not to exceed 1 month.(8) However, this charter 
failed to vest the mayor with any express or exclusive jurisdiction over 
matters of this kind. Fines were recoverable "before any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction."(9) But in 1861 when the mayor was again designated 
justice of the peace, it was for the express "pnurpose of enforcing the 
ordinances and police regulations of the town," his jurisdiction being 
specifically confined to the corporate limits.(10) 


The matter of municipal ordinance enforcement remained at this point 
until the adoption of the general charter act in 1900,(11) when the mayor's 
court was established.(12) At this time the mayor was given jurisdiction 
over the violation of all municipal ordinances and the authority to try 
all breaches and infractions theroof.(13) He could imposo fines not to 


a ter er NR 


1, Plecdh 5 l018,07256, 1500.958. 

2. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance #130, vol. V, pp. 241, 242. 

3. La. A., 1896, #136, sccs. 29, 30 as amended by La. A., 1904, #191 and 
Tienhsanl910, 7260; 

SueedaAten gt tCo0, p. lot, Scc. 4. 


5. \ipid. 
Ke Ibid. 


Tema wAgetbo0, 761 y6GCes os 

BR, mLG. As, 1046, <-155¢58eC.. 5. 

9. Idem. 

10. Tas"h,. 1061,43,70,2800. 2, 

11. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance 7130, vol. V, pp. ¢41, 242. 

12. La. A., 1898, 7136, secs. 29, 30 as amended by la. A., 1904, +91 and 
ia. Ae» 1910, 67160; 

13. Idem. 
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 ‘Yayor' As Magistrate | | oe: Gs)’ 
Over Mayor's Court 


exceed $100, or inflict imprisonment not to exceed 30 days; or else he 
could pass sentence to include both penalties.(14) Persons convicted 
jn this court were liable to required labor upon the streets of the 
towm.(15) The same penalty was applied to persons convicted by any 
other court in the parish of a crime committed within the city limits 
and sentenced to a term at hard labor.(16) 


The mayor could hold court at his convenience, but he was required 
to keep a docket of all cases tried by him.(17)In his capacity as law 
enforcement officer the mayor's jurisdiction extended 5 miles beyond the 
city limits on matters pertaining to public health, quarantine, cemeteries, 
or the municipal waterworks.(18) He was authorized to call on any male 
inhabitant of the city over 18 and under 55 years of age to aid in law 
enforcement.(19) With the consent of the board of aldermen, he was 
given authority to remit fines and forfeitures, and to vacate or annul 
penalties.(20) 


The mayor's court has been continued in Thibodaux under the present 
charter adopted in 1918.(21). However, when the town shall have been 
placed in the class of a city,(22) provision is made for the replacement 
of the mayor's court by that of a city judge.(23) Records are located 
in the mayor's office, with the exception of the record of fines imposed 
which is filed in the vault of the trustee of finance, see entry 44. 


16. MAYOR'S DOCKET, TOWN OF THIBODAUX, June 2, 1913- June 14, 1922; 
Aug. 16, 1932--. 5 vols. (A-B). Subtitled by names of mayors. 
Title varies: Journal, Mayor's Docket. 
Record of cases tried before this court for the violation of ordinances 
of this municipality, giving docket number of case, name of person 
charged, date offense was committed, charge, plea of defendant, verdict - 
of the court, and disposition of case. Dispositions are as follows: 
fined, committed to jail for non-payment of fine, not guilty as charged, 
and released with warning. The names of arresting officers are noted, 
and signature of mayor as magistrate appears on record. Arr. numer. by 
docket no. No indez. Hdw. Aver. 171 pp. 10x 8x1. Mayor's office. 





14. La. Aw, 1898, 2136, sec. 16, par. 51 and sec. 29 as amended by 
La. Ao, 1604, 3/91; La. A., 1010, #160; La. A., 1012, #111 and 
TO vinew Jie isda sec, 1, 

15. Ordinance Book, Ordinance #'193, July 8, 1913, vol. II, p, 249. 

tose Lae h., LoVe, #00, sec. 1. 

eee ley A, 1896505186; sec.30. 

Meese bid. ,. sac. 20. 

i35-—~ Idem. 

nome Tem, 

Bs bos Wins a lOlbens eoD, secs. o8, 39. 

estan As, ooo, lo6, sec. 8 as amended by La. A.,. 1902, #59. 

203 —Inm. Ao, 1918, 5,266, sec. 38. 
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(17) ) sh Seka Ban, . Trustee of Finance 
: te: SP eta a 


se dag [RECORD OF VIOLATIONS OF CITY ORDIPANCES 7, 1933-38. Approx. 
700 cards in 1 steel file drawer. (discontinued) 

Individual card record of persons charged with the violation of city ordi- 
nances giving name and address of offender, date of arrest, nature of 
charge, disposition of case, docket book letter, and case and page numbers 
of record; columns with printed headings for information on the physical 
description of person charged are not filled in. Arr. alph. by first 
letter in surname of offender. No index. Typed on printed forms. 
12 x 12 x 26. Mayor's office. 


ton ¥ 





: rT ‘TRUSTEE OF FINANCE 

‘The trustee of finance is ex officio treasurer and tax collector.(1) 
As head of the department of finance he acts as the purchasing agent for 
all departments of the Thibodaux municipal zovernment.(2) He executes the 
instructions of the board of trustees in securing supplies ordered by them, 
(3) and he likewise procures supplies for any trustee. Requisitions from 
trustees must be in writing stating the kind, quantity and quality of the 
materials desired, method of shipment, and estimated cost.(4) Requisitions 
exceeding $100 in amount must receive the approval of the board except in 
the event of an emergency. Even in an emergency should the estimated cost 
of the requisition excecd “200, the endorsoment of one other trustea is 
required.(5) ‘when requisitions are not marked "Ureont", the trustee of 
finance advertises for competitive proposals for supplies. Such advertise- 
ment may be by newspaper, by circular letter, or other means sent to 
several competitors .(6) A complete record of all requisitions, corre~ 
snondence on the subject, and competitive bids received mist be maintained 
in the office of the trustee of financeo.(7) In his capacity as town pro- 
curement officer, the trustee of finance is usually instructed by the 
board of trustees to invite bids from local newspapers for public printing. 
(8) The trustec of finance also files duplicate receipts for records de- 
livored to department heads by employees torminating their service with 
the city.(9) Property assessment rolls are kept open for inspection in the 
office of the trustee of finance.(10) 


A ADT eer plbas A ls A dig A ites VE 


Pe Te ee ee ae a tet 


Since the expenses of the towm are continuous, it sometimes happens 
that the municipal funds become depleted in the intervals between the 


i 


1. Lae A., 1918, #266, secs. 3, 53 see essay on treasurer and tax col- 
lector, following. vie 

Zee taea., 191, 7266, sec. 15. 

3. Ibid... sec.16. 

4. Iden. 











re Idem. 
6. .cen,. 
Tn -1dATs 


8. ilinutes, January 10, 1919, vol. Vi, p. 507, et seq. 
Me Merge DLS. GeO ROO. 0. 
ie rerio... Sec. CO. 
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_fegrustee of Finance As Ex Officio = = = (eth og geata( 16-19) 
.-*.... Treasurer And Tax Collector 


final dates set for payment of annual taxes. In this event, the trustee 
of finance is usually authorized by the board to negotiate a loan to 
cover the deficit, (11) pledging such security as may seem appropriate 
under the provisions of the charter.(12) As a final and general measure, 
the trustce of finance is required to perform any duties prescribed by 
the board of trustees not expressly enumerated in the chartor.(13) 


-< The trustee of finance is vice-president of the board of trustees 
and acting mayor during the absence or jnability to act of the chief 
executive.(14) In the event of a vacancy in the office of mayor, the 
trustee of finance accedes to the duties of the office until an election 
can be held.(15) iat | ‘dat : 

18, MONTHLY REPORTS (Office of Trustee of Finance), 1935--. 

Approx. 75 reports in 1 wooden file drawer. 
Monthly reports of the office of trustee of finance on all funds re- 
ceived and disbursed. Receipts are itemized by types and give source 
and amounts; disbursements are itemized by accounts giving name of 
account and amount of expenditure. Included is a consolidated record 
of receipts and expenditures prior to the current month. Arr. by date 
of report, by receipts and disbursement thereunder. Wo index. Typed 
on printed forms. 5 x 10x 16. Vault. . 


19. / GEMERAL CORRESPONDE!CE 7, 1932--. Approx. 2000 items in 1 
; ‘Steel file drawer. 
General correspondence to and from this office with business corpora- 
tions and concerns. Arr. alph. by name of office or concern. No index. 
Hdw. and typed. 11x 14 x°26. Office. | . 


TRUSTEES OF FINANCE AS EX 
CFFICIO TREASURER AID TAX COLLECTOR 





Under the present charter adopted in 1918, the trustee of finance 
is ex officio treasurer and tax collector,- combining these two former 
offices into one department.(1) The books of the former treasurer were 
delivered to the newly elected trustee of finance on January 14, 1919, 
and those of the tax collector were likewise delivered on the same date. 
(2) The office has functioned in a dual capacity since that time. This 


is a radical departure from the well defined policy established in 1846 


ei a en oe 


ll. Ibid.; Minutes, April 4, 1919, vol. VI, p. 320, et seq. 
12 Jala. A.),) 2918 P4266 680%) 2. TLIO 
13 .otibid sapsaecdads. 

14. Ibid. 

15. Ibid., sec. 5. 


1. Lae A, 1918, 5-266, secs. 5, 15. 
2. Minutes, January 31, 1919, vol. VI, p- $10. 
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(Next entry, p. 67.) - Trustee of Finance As Ex Officio 
at he ; ots _. Treasurer And Tax Collector 


under which the consolidation of the offices of treasurer and collector 
in one person was expressly prohibited.(3) 


The board of trustees provides the method by which the accounting 
and disbursement of public funds are made.(4) Claims submitted to the 
treasurer for payment must be in writing, dated, and sufficiently itemized 
to identify the expenditure.(5) Each claim must be audited by the trustee 
at the head of the department in which it originates.(6) As treasurer and 
-tax collector, the trustee of finance makes a monthly report to the board 
of the receipts and disbursements of his effice.(7) At the first meeting 
of each month, when this report is usually submitted,(8) unpaid bills for 
the preceding month are presented for approvel, and the board makes an 
appropriation covering the approved items.(9) 


The operation of the public utilities is made the subject of a 
detailed annual report to the board of trustees. For this purpose the 
treasurer is required to keep the accounts pertaining to all public 
utilities separate from the general municipal accounts .(10) The,treasurer 
submits also an annual estimated budget of all municipal expenses ,(11) 
which is a consolidation of the anticipated requirements previously sub- 
mitted to him by the various departments of the government. The budget 
must be completed before the third Monday in October of each year. However, 
this date may be changed by the board if they deem it advisable.(12) 


Collections of water and light charges, licenses, fees, taxes, and 
all other municipal funds are. made through the office of the trustee of 
finance in his capacity as collector.(13) To assist in this work, a deputy 
collector was employed shortly after the adoption of the charter in 1918,(14) 
and at the present time an assistant deputy collector is also employed.(15) 


Records are located in vault unless otherwise indicated in the entry. 


a a ae 


Sup las Aw, 1946595:155,.-8a0p. 16. 

Ae Sl eeisl opt LOLS use Go8 S00—. 15, 

Be aepdiithie ys BEC ey De 

6. Ibid. 

7. Wainutes, February 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 312; ibid., March 7, 1919, 

p- 315; ibid., April 4, 1919, p. 517, et seq. 

8. Idem. 

9.» Idem. 

Oy dee cA., 1918, 52665) sea. 27 

11. Minutes, October: 3);°1919;. vols: V1,° p./d47. 

12. La. Ass 1928 503-206 ,0 secy, 26,8. 
io. bids, setpa las 

14, Minutes, Ordinance 7246, approved January 17, 1919, vol. V1, p- 509. 
15. Minutes, October 29, 1940, vol. IX, pp. 56, 57. 
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Trustee of Finance As Ex Officio | (20-23) 


_ Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
General Accounts 


x? 


WNERAL ih, ATO _- General Accounts 


20. CASH BOOK, TOWWIT OF THIBODAUX, June 1, 1938--. 5 vols. 

1914- May 30, 1938 in Cash Book, Tax Collections, Town of | 

Thibodaux, entry 46. ) 
Daily record of cash receipts including electric and water services (reg- 
ular consumers )3 electric and water services miscellaneous (occasional 
consumers); licenses, taxes, fines, and building permit fees; refunds on 
paving materials; and miscellaneous receipts-- with total for each account 
and monthly total giving date, from whom received, particulars, and ledger 
account number. Funds collected for licenses, fines, and building permits 
are credited to the general fund. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No 
index. Hdw. under printed headings. 250 pp. 16 x lex 2. 


21. TREASURER'S DISBURSEMENTS, TOWN OF THIBODAUX, LA., 1924--. 

pee 4 vols. Title varies: Treasurer's Cash Journal,’ Town of 

. | Thibodaux. 
Record of disbursements from all accounts including general, water- . 
works department, electric light department, and special funds; general 
fund lists accounts to which funds are allocated including those for 
streets and ditches, printing and stationery, police and criminal, board 
of health, fire department, clerk and attorneys, interest on bank loans, 
sundries, and trustees', deputics', and clerk's salaries; chemicals, 
repairs and maintenance, and supplies and sundries; electric light de- 
partment accounts to which funds are allocated include plant employees, 
linesmen and helpers, fuel and freight, lubrication oil, plant repairs 
and maintenance, line repairs and maintenance, and supplies and inci- 
dentals; special fund accounts to which funds are allocated include 
waterworks bonds, meter deposits, and bank loans; each account gives 
date, warrant number, to whom paid, explanation of expenditure, and 
amount. Arr. chron. by date of entry. 16 x 12 x @. 1924-35 in attic; 
1936-- in vault. ; 


22. GEYERAL LEDGER (General and Special Funds) TOWN OF THIBODAUX, 
1929--. 1 vol. 

Ledger of general and special funds of the incorporation including 
municipal light and waterworks furd, special improvement tax fund, 
general fund, special 7% mill waterworks bond fund, 3 mill school tax 
fund, water improvement fund, and bond issue fund-- giving title of 
fund, balance on hand, receipts with dates, source, and disbursements 
with date, purpose, and amount. Arr. by fund. Indexed in vol. alph. 
by name of fund giving page no. of record. lTidw. 372 pp. 18 x 12 x é. 





23. GENERAL FUND, ACCOUNTS PAID THIS YEAR, 1939--. Approx. $000 
items if 3 file drawers. Title varies: Eloctric and Water 
Accounts Paid This Year. 
Original invoices for materiais and services which have been paid and 
charged to the general fund and the electric and water accounts. Arr. 
by yoars, alph. thoreunder by name of account. Mo index. Hdw. and 
typed; some printed forms used. ll x 14 x 26. 
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(24-27) , re si + Trustee Of Finance As Ex Officio 
« te! Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
Special Accounts 


24. GENERAL FUND, ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, Sept. 1941--. Approx. 100 
bills in 1 steel file drawer. 

Original bills for supplies and services to be charged to the general fund, 

‘awaiting dppropriation before payment. Arr. by creditor. No index. Hdw. 

and typed; some on printed forms. ree ic xe cos wi toe. 
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$ -, Special Accounts 
Ponds © "5 , scaler to iag (fae e meriieucaat 4 eaiih np ees 
25, BOND AND COUPON RECORD, TOWN OF THIBODAUX, LA., 1930--. 1 vol. 
Record of bond issues of this municipality including those for water and 
filteration plant improvement, paving, and sewerage-- giving by whom issued, 
purpose, statute authorizing issue, date of election, number of votes for and 
azainst proposed project, amount voted, date validated, rate of interest, 
‘where payable, to whom bonds were sold, amount of bonds, and inclusive matu- 
rity dates. Included with each bond are the original redeemed coupons. 

Bond record gives denomination of bond, amount of each coupon, maturity date 
of bond, bond number, and purpose of issue; coupons give number, date re- 
deemable and amount, name of corporation on which issued, and fiscal agent 
who will redeem coupons. Arr. numer. by bond no. No index. Hdw. on printed 
forms; coupons printed. Approx. 250 pp. 11 x 14x 5. 


Payroll. ; vise ESREC PO PRA SA 3° Sey 5 A} 
26. . WEEKLY PAYROLL, 1936-21 Approx. 325 rolls in 1 wooden file 


drawer. 
Original and duplicate weekly payrolls for employees of the municipality 
including light and water plant employees and corporation laborers-- 
giving ending date of roll, names of employees, nature of work performed, 
number of days worked, rate per day, weekly salary, subtotals by departments, 
and grand total. Included is a breakdown of total showing what funds are 
to be debited and the amount. Roll bears signature of trustee of public 
property. Arr. chron. by payroll periods. No index. Typed on printed 
forms, (5-340 xLA6.. + 7 , 


Light, Power, And Water Accounts dive Ft ga, | . 


27. POWER IMPROVEMENT, EXPENSES INCURRED, 1201-1-P-F, Aug. 1958- 
June 1940. Approx. 100 items in 1 folder. 
Miscellansous expense records pertaining to the Thibodaux power house plant 
improvement project including correspondence, bills, invoices, bank state- 
ments, and Public Works Administration forms on project funds and costs. 
Arr. chron. by date of item. No index. Hdw. and typed; some printed forms 
used. 15x9x 1/4. 
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Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
Special Accounts 
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28. METER DEPOSITS, 1911--. Approx. 24 
=). drawers. (A-L; M-Z). bie ets 
Record of deposits made by consumers to guarantee costs of water, -light 
and power used, giving kind of meter installed, meter number, name and 
address of consumer, date and amount of deposit, number of receipt is- 
sued, and signature of-collector. Arr. alph. by first letter and 
grouping of second lettor in surnamo of depositor. No indox. Hdw. on 


00 cards in 2 steel file 


printed forms. 51/2 x61/2x 14. © Moa eeciin) Gow 


29. / CONNECT ORDERS 7, 1938--. 22 vols. lee ob 
Ordors to connect light and water meters giving order number, date of 


-order, name and address of consumer, smount of meter deposit, kind of 


service dosired, dato connected, kind of meter, number of meter, and 
reading at time of installation, by whom order was issued, and by whom 
order was filled. Arr. numer. by order no. and chron. by date issued. 
No index.. Hadw. on printed forms. 50 pp. 5 x 6 x 1/2. Office. 


29 0830. / METER READINGS 7, 1939--. 13 bundles, 13 looseleaf © 
Pea ‘binders, and 1 carton. . ‘ e ae 
Record of water and electric meter readings for each consumer giving 
month, reading, meter number, account number, and name and address of 
consumor. Arr. by years, by routes thereunder. No index. Hdw. on 
printed forms. Approx. 110 pp. 5 x 10s PeerCarton 19S7 in attic.” 
13 bundles and 13 looseleaf binders 1940-- in vault. 


31. / CASHIZR'S TICKETS, LIGHT, POWER, AND WATER BILLS 7, 1938--. 
33 looseleaf binders and 35 bundles. ™ 
Cashier's tickets acknowledging payments by consumers of indebtedness 
to this incorporation for light, power, and water services-- giving 
name of payee, month for which charges are due, present and previous 
meter readings, amount of each item consumed with cost, total of bill, 
end date paid. Arr. chron. by months. No index. Hdw. on printed 
forms. 900 pp. 5 x 8 x 6. 1935-39 in attic; 1940-- in vault. 


32, LEDGER (Day Book, Light and Water Receipts) Aug. 1954--. 
" 19 vols. Title varies: Journal; and Cash Book. 
Daily record of receipts for light and water services rendered con- 
sumers giving date of receipt, bill number, name of consumer, and 
amount collected. Also contains 1934-39 License Collections, entry 
52. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Haw. Aver. 474 pp. 
22 me 7+ BI 


33.6 / CONSUMERS LEDGER, ELECTRIC LIGHT AND WATER 7, 1935--. 
9 vols. Ledger of electric and weter account, 1937--, of each customer 
givins name and address of consumer, meter readings for each month, 
units consumed, amount of bill, folio number in cash book to which posted, 
amount credited to account, and balance due in some instances. Yolume 
1939-40, has a section for dead accounts from 1930--. arr. by yoars 
and by routes thereunder. No index. Iidw. under printed headings. vor. 
600 pp. 9 x le x 4. 
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(34-38) NOK PF isveever . ween Trustees Of Finance As Ex Officio 
‘ ay . - Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
Special Accounts 


7 


34, / DISCONNECTION ORDERS 7, 1928--. 19 vols. 
Order to disconnect light and water meters giving order number, date of 
order, name and address of consumer, amount of deposit refunded, kind of 
service discontinued, date disconnected, kind of meter, number of meter 
and reading at time disconnected, by whom order was issued, and by whom 
order was filled. Arr. numer. by order no. and chron. by date issued. 
No index. Hdw. on printed forms. Aver. 50 pp. 5x6 x 1/2. Office. 


: 35. (Refunded Meter Deposits), 1933--. Approx. 500 cards in 1 steel 
file drawer. (A-L; M-Z). a 

Record of meter deposits refunded to consumers giving same information as 

Meter Deposits, entry 28, and additionally, date of refund, and signatures 

of consumer and of refunding clerk. Arr. alph. by first letter and group- 

ing of second letter in surname of consumer. No index. Hdw. on printed 

forms. 51/2 x61/2 x 14. 


36. ELECTRIC AND WATER ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, Sept. 1941--. Approx. 
100 bills in 1 steel file drawer. 
Original bills for supplies and services to be charged to the electric and 
water accounts, awaiting appropriation before payment. Arr. chron. by name 
of creditor. No index. Hdw. and typed; some on printed forms. 11x le x 
26. Office. 


Paving Accounts 


37, / LEDGER, PAVING ACCOUNTS 7, Apr.- Nov. 1938. 1 vol. (discon- 
tinued, project completed). | 

Ledger of accounts with various concerns for material and supplies to be 
used on paving project giving name of account, date material was received 
and invoice number; check number and date remitted; explanations which 
enumerate the various types of supplies received, including sand, gravel, 
cement, lumber, and incidentals; amount of sales tax to be added and total 
amount of invoice; deductions including credit memo or discount, amount 
deducted for freight paid; and net amount paid. Included is 4 listing of 
checks with dates and numbers under account headings giving amount and 
purpose of expenditure; and a recapitul:tion of receipts and expenditures 
for this project showing balance at specified dates. Arr. by accounts, 
chron. thereunder by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 76 pp. (50 used). 
14x 10x 1/2. 


38. ROLL BOOK, Jan. 23 - Mar. 18, 1939. 3 vols. (discontinued, 
project completed). Sub-titled: La Rose, Gheens, Brule Guillot. 

Record of costs for transporting Work Projects Administration workers living 
in La Rose, Gheens, and Brule Guillot to and from sewerage project in 
Thibodaux giving names of driver and workers, number of days worked each 
month, total transportation cost per man, total for month, date driver was 
paid for services and in some instances acknowledgement of payment above 
his signature. Separate volume for each tovm, chron. thereunder by month. 
No index. Hdw. Aver. 50 pp. 9x 7 x pa" 
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Trustee Of Finance As Ex Officio , (39-44) 
Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
Special Accounts 


39. (Ledger) PAVING CERTIFICATE, 1930-36. 1 vol. (discontinued, 
all payments having been made). 

Ledger of accounts for surfacing and graveling of streets within the 
limits of this mmicipality giving name of taxpayer whose property abuts 
street, amount of total assessment, date and amount of each payment. 
Arr. alph. by first letter in name of account. Indexed in vol. alph. 
by first letter in surnamo of taxpayer, giving page no. of record. Hdw. 
$00 pp. 16 x6 x1. | 


40. NOTICE OF PAVING INSTALLMENT, (Receipts), 1938--. 3 loose 
leaf binders and 1 bundle. ' 

Cashier's tickets of notice of paving installments due by property owners; 
also used as a receipt to show that payments have been made ,-- giving 
date of notice, name and address of taxpayer, ordinance number under 
which assessment was levied, rate of interest, inclusive dates for which 
interest is charged with amount, number and amount of installment, total 
due, and date paid. Vol. for 1938 also gives a description of property 
fronting street paved for which these assessments are levied. Arr. by 
years, chron. thereunder by date paid. No index. Typed on printed 
forms. Aver. 300 pp. 5x 8x2. 


41. JOURNAL PAVING, Dec. 21, 1938--. 1 vol. 
Daily record of collections of paving installments from property owners 
giving date, assessment number, name of taxpayer, and amount collected. 
Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 300 pp. UG Xo ce 


42, [PAVING ACCOUNT LEDGER 7, 1938--. 1 vol. 
Paving account of each property owner whose property abuts a street 
having been paved giving name of taxpayer, amount of each installment, 
total amount of assessment, description of property taxed, number of feet 
of paving and price per foot, and dates various installments were paid. 
Ary. by open and closed accounts, by location of property thereunder. 
Indexed in vol. alph. by surname of taxpayer, giving page no. of account. 
Typed. Approx. 600 pp. 9 x le x 5. 


Pormits 

43. / APPLICATIONS FOR BUILDING PERMITS 7, 1938--, 8 vols. 
Duplicates of applications for building permits giving name of town, date, 
location where improvements are to be made, name of owner, specifica- 
tions, name of contractor, amount paid for permit, and permit number. 
Arr. chron. by date issued. No index. Hdw. on printed forms. Aver. 
50 pp. 5x6 x1/2. Office. 


Fines 


44, / FINES 7, 1938--. Approx. 200 cards in 1 wooden box. 
Card record of each case heard by the mayor's court in which a fine was 
imposed for the violation of a municipal ordinance giving case number, 
date, name of person fined, amount of fine, amount of court cost, date 
paid, and signature of receiving clerk. Arr. by years. No index. Hdw. 
oo a kU 
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(45-48) = RAE Bray S08 -. Trustee Of Finance As Ex Officio 
; ee . -.... Treasurer And Tax Collector - 
f Taxes 
bemctinn:sthy..fov. L oi Taxes 4 . 


Real and Personal Sag ang BP cee tng 6; a 





45, / ASSESSMENT ROLL 7, 188€, 1901-02, 1910-17, 1921--. 4 vols. 
Listing of assessments levied against owners of real and personal property 
situated within the corporate limits of Thibodaux giving assessment number 
of parish roll; name of taxpayer; description of property taxed; value of 
-lots and improvements; amount of personal property taxed; amount of ad 
valorem stock tax; total value of property; enumeration of taxes which 
include sewerage district #1 tax, special improvement tax, water bond tax, 
_ corporation tax, and total; and date paid in most instances. Recapitulation 
on last pages of volume gives sub-total by pages, totals of each tax, and 
grand total of all taxes. Certification over signature of assessor states 
that foregoing tabulation is true and correct and gives date original roll 
was filed with parish recorder. Arr. by years, by blocks thereunder. No 
index. Hdw. 1888, 1901-02, 1910-13; typed 1914-17, 192l--, printed head- 
ings used throughout. Aver. 250 pp. 17 x 22x 2. 


46. CASH BOOK, TAX COLLECTIONS, TOWN OF THIBODAUX, 1914--. 19 vols. 
Title varies: Cash Receipts, Town of Thibodaux. 

Daily record of tax collections of this municipality giving dave received; 
name of taxpayer; assessment number; and the various taxes with amounts 
levied for each including corporation tax, special improvement tax, and 
waterworzs tax; amount due on current year, if any; charge for notices; 
amount of interest; total amount paid by property owner; and monthly totals 
on all collections. Also contains 1914- May 1938, Cash Book, Town of 
Thibodaux, entry 20. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. under 
printed headings. 500 pp. 16 x 12x 3. 18 vols. 1914-38 in attic; 1 vol. 
1938-- in vault. : / 


47, / RECEIPTS FOR TAX PAYMENTS 7, 1930-32, 1936--. 3 bundles and 
‘8 loose leaf binders. cx 

Cashier's tickets of tax notices issued to owners of real and personal 
property in this municipality giving assessment number, name and address of 
taxpayer, year for which taxes are due, amount of taxes, assessed value of 
property, name of ex officio tax collector, itemization of the various taxes 
with interest and costs added, total amount of tax, and date paid. Re- 
ceipts for the years 1930-32, are for personal property tax only, while 
other receipts are for both personal and real property taxes. These are 
duplicates of the original tax notices and are used as a receipt to show 
that payment has been made. Arr. chron. by date paid. No index. Hdw. on 
printed forms. 900 pp. spe, ag eg a ; 


48. TAX SALES RECORD BOOK, Jan. 13, 1934--. 1 vol. 
Copies of sales and adjudications of property for non-payment of municipal 
taxes, by the ex officio tax collector of this municipality, giving name of 
city, state and parish, name of ex officio tax collector, number of act 
authorizing sale, notations as to delinquent notices delivered and pub- 
lished, name of newspaper in which publications appeared, when and where 
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sale was held, copy of tax notices; if a substantial bid was not re- 
ceived, property was adjudicated to the municipality; clauses of 
redemption, date of act, and signatures of ox officio tax collector and 
witnesses. In some instances notations appear showing that dolinquent 
taxpayers have redeemed the property. Such notations give date of re- 
demption and page number in voline where copy of redemption certificate 
appears. Also contains Tax Redomption Certificates, entry 49. Arr. 

by sales and redemptions, chron. therounder by date of ontry. No index. 


Typed and pasted on pages of vol. 400 ppt 8 x. Te, Kee tas 


49. TAX REDEMPTION CERTIFICATES 7, Jam. 31, 1935--. In Tax 
ales Record Book, entry AB. 7 

Duplicate copies of tax redemption certificates issued to persons whose 
property was adjudicated to this incorporation for non-payment of 
municipal taxes giving venue, date, redemption certificate number, to 
whom property was adjudicated, name of delinquent taxpayer, description 
of property involved, itemization of past due taxes and costs, amount 
paid, date of act of sale or adjudication, signatures of ex officio 
tax collector and witnesses and their acknowledgement. Marginal nota- 
tions appear beside oach certificate giving date of adjudication, instru- 
ment number, and page number in this volume of copy of sale, and in some 
instances date certificate was recorded in parish conveyance record 
with volume, page, and entry numbers of parish record. 


5 ¥ 


Licenses ; + Bayer a Dorororiod doen 


50. LICENSE RECORD, 1929--. 1 vol. and 2 steel file drawers. 
Record of occupations and businesses paying a license tax giving name 
of establishron’, htme address, year for which taxed, license number, 
type of license, and amount paid. Included in volume, 1934-38, is a 
compilation of taxes collected for given periods. One file drawer 
contains record of businesses now operating while the other is of estab- 
lishments no longer in existence. File drawers are arr. alph. by first 
letter in name of establishment or owner. No index. Vol. hdw; cards 
typed on printed forms. Vol. 152 pp. 14x 7x1; file drawers aver. 
200 cards. 4x6x 12. | RA gtGe lhe PUL <a 


51. / LICENSE STUBS 7, 1937--. 7 vols. 
Stubs of business and occupational licenses issued to individuals and 
firms operating in the city of Thibodaux giving license number, fee 
charged, name of state and city, name of establishment or owner, address 
of business, type of license, year for which issued, and date paid. Arr. 
chron, by dato paid. No index.  Hdw. on printed forms. Aver. 280 stubs, 
5x4x2. 2 vols. 1937-38 in attic; 5 vols. 1955-- in vault. 


52. JOURNAL (License Collections), Jan. 4, 1940--. 1 vol. 1934-39 
in Ledger; Day Book, Light and Water Receipts, entry 32. 
Daily record of revenue received by the municipality of Thibodaux through 
the issuance of occupational and business licenses giving date, name of 
establishment, foe charged, and total of each day's collection. Arr. 
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Shron. by date of entry. No, index. Hdw, 152 pp... 11x 7x2. 


53. MISCELLANEOUS 7, 1931--. Approx. 3600 items in 3 cartons, 
5 bundles, and 12 wooden file drawers. _Sub-titled by type 
of items in containers. 7 
Miscellaneous records of this municipality including insurance policies, 
gas contracts, paving certificates, contracts for the sale of bond 
issues, surety bonds, cancelled improvement bonds and coupons; invoices, 
receipts, paid notes, check stubs, petty cash vouchers; bank books and 
statements; returned tax notices, post office receipts, monthly reports 
‘and tally sheets. Arr. by types in most instances. No index. Hdw. and 
typed; some on printed forms. Cartons, 14 x 14 x 16; bundles, 9 x 5 x 8; 
file drawers, 5x 10 x 16. Cartons in attic; bundles and file drawers 
in vault. . . pas 


TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 


As his title indicates, the trustee of public property has charge 
of all property belonging to the town, including the tovwm hall, markets, 
bridges, streets, alleys, ditches, sewers, and electric light poles.(1) 
In connection with bridges, streets, and alleys, he bears joint respon- 
sibility with the trustee of public safety, who is ex officio head of the 
street department.(2) The trustee of public property is required to make 
diligent inspection of the physical condition of municipally ovmed property 
and to anticipate repairs with a view toward maintaining the highest 
efficiency and most presentable appearance.(3) To this end he is author- 
ized by the board to employ such personnel as may be necessary. (4) Re- 
ports of the condition of public prone are made to the board at dicen | 
intervals. (5) | 


The principal responsibility of the trustee of public property is 
the supervision and management of the several departments of the municipal 
water and electric light plant.(6) By authority given him by the board of 
trustees the trustee engages employees necessary for the successful 





te, LAs hee 1919 tebo, secs. 1964 19r. 

2. iJbid.2 sac. i4. 

3. Ibid., sec. 19d. Since the nature and extent of public improvements 
are determined by the board of trustees, records pertaining to streets, 
power house improvements, paving, etc. are listed under that office; 
see entries 5-8. 

4, Minutes, January 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 305; ibid., January 10, 1919, 
POle tls Dems. 

5. Las A., 1918, #266, sec. 6; Minutes, January 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 305; 
ibid., PSUPURry Ly to loweWOls, Vi, Dp. olos, ibid.,,Marchs7, 1919, vol. 
Vii vnyate ag ibid., April 4, 1919, vol. VI, p. 519, ot seq. 

6. the A., 1918, #266; sec. 19. 











etos eee una itis1eo 3 
o we omnworngee bollootaa «4 


- or 
t = 3 3 VU 
- 


7 eret «awe A 


- - VTA 


> 


pind 


ads xOer te pine 
. 
Seon ,eeotton xat borawtet 


a ee 


ee? 


et ming 


- 










* 


ie “ re 


eerie: serpy ; 
to ems gbeqyt” 
arewstb oft? 
tleav nk 


: 0 #T5= 
Trustee Of Public Property - — 


| (54-55) 
Public Utilities ; 


operation of the plant,(7) and he establishes rules for their conduct.(8) 
He executes the instructions of the board in making extensions of light 
or power wires and of water mains,(9) but he possesses sole authority to 
grant permission to private persons to tap and connect with water mains 
and light or power lines already in operation.(10) Water and light 
meters are read monthly, and the readings are turned over to the depart- 
ment of finance.(11) Periodic reports of the condition of the public 
utilities are made to the board of trustees.(12) 


Most of the records of the trustee of public property are either 
recorded in the minutes of the board of trustees, see entry l, or filed 
_with the trustee of finance, see entries 5-8, 26, 50. Records covered 

by the following entries are Tocated in the vault unless otherwise © 
indicated in the entry. ; 


“Public Utilities 
Power Plant 


54. POWER PLANT FOR L(ouisian)A., Docket 1201 F.R., 1958--. 
Approx. 500 pp. in 1 steel drawer. 
Records of the municipal power plant including estimates on operating 
expenses, requisitions for supplios, list cost of materials needed, 
insurance certificates, correspondence, and a list of licensed con- 
tractors in the state. Arr. by subject matter. No index. Hdw. and 
typed. 12x 12 x 26. Mayor's office. 


55, THIBODAUX MUNICIPAL POWER PLANT, ned. 1 iten. 
Plan of the municipal power plant at Thibodaux, Louisiana, showing 
location of walls, air compressor, switch board, pump pits, workshop, 
oil room, dressing room, telephone booth, and engines-- giving trade 
name of engines, end distance from various points in feet and inches. 
Blue-print, draftsman not given. Scale Tio eae. tek 10. 


ee a rr 


7. Minutes, January 7, 1919, vol. VI, p-. 305; ibid., January 10, 1919, 
Ordinance #246, vol. VI, p. SO7. Salaries of these employees are 
fixed by the board. (Minutes, January 10, 1919, Resolution, vol. 
VI, p- 307). The weekly payroll for employees of the light and 
waterworks plant and corporation laborers is filed with the trustee 
of finance, sinco he’ !:csps the rolls as a receipt; see entry 26. 

Wait Th, lou scoo, Soc. 19. nee 

9. La. Ae, 1918, #266, socs. 27, 19a. 

40. id1d., SECs els 

ll, Ibid., sec. 19c. See entry 30. 

12. Lae As, 1918, #266, sec. 6; Minutes, January 7, 1919, vol. VI, 
pe 305; ibid., February 7 > A919 VoloVi, ps. dis; toia., March 7, 
1919, vol. VI, p. 317; April 4, 1919, vol. VI, p. 519, ot sea. 
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- \, 56. MAP OF THIBODAUX, Dec. 9, 1926. 1 map. BOK, + Ba Fire 3 

Map of Thibodaux showing primary distribution system of the municipal 
power plant. Highline and transformers are indicated by heavy white lines 
and white triangles respectively; also shows streets with names, alleys, 
and Bayou Lafourche. Blue-print. Scale 1" » 200'. 42x 42... 


Waterworks System 


57. THIBODAUX LOUISIANA U(nited S(tates of) A(merica). (Water 
: Works System), n.d. 1 item. 
Plan of the Thibodaux waterworks extensions showing existing and proposed 
water mains, fire hydrants, and gate valves. Also shows Streets, alleys, 
depot and railway line, park, and Bayou Lafourche. E,.P. Joseph, Mechanical 
Engineer, Draftsman, Glezunoie, La. Blue-print. Scale 1" = 200'. 30 x 42. 


58. THIBODAUX QUADRANGLE, n.d. 1 item. 
Map of Lafourche Parish and sections of neighboring parishes showing town 
of Thibodaux; bayous, rivers, and highvm:s; large plantations; township and 
range lines and numbers; and drainage, indicated by shading. Board of State 
Engineers, Draftsman. Printed and shaded. Scale 1" = 11/2 miles. 60 x 30. 


TREE [SURVEY OF TWO TRACTS OF LAND LOCATED IN ST. JAMES PARISH 7, 
. eS AS a i ei a Pe 

Survey of two tracts of land situated in St. James Parish. Tract "A" is 
southeastern portion of township 135, range 16 E, and contains 1183.72 
acres; tract "B" is composed of sections 23, 24, 25, and°26, township 
13S, range 16 E, and contains 662.80 acres. H.E. Landry, Civil Engineer 
and Surveyor, Draftsman, New Orleans, La. Blue-print. Scale 1" = 10 
chains. 24 x 30. 


60. PLANS OF PROPOSED RAW WATER LINE FROM THIBODAUX, L(ouisian)A 
TO MISSISSIPPI RIVER, Jan. 5, 1940. 4 pages. 
Plans of the proposed raw water line from Thibodaux, Louisiana, to the 
Mississippi River showing existing and proposed lines with elevations and 
blow off tees; plans and details of Weir and Discharge chamber for raw 
water supply line; and canal crossings and pile bents. J.B. McCrary Co., 
Inc., Engineers, Draftsman, Atlanta, Ga. Blus-print. Scale varies. 
24 x 36. 


CLERK 


When the town of Thibodaux was organized in 1830, the office of 
clerk was provided for in the original charter.(1) The clerk was to be 
appointed by the board of trustecs within 5 days after their election,(2) 
and was to subscribe to an oath of office before any justice of the peace.(3) 


Ae La, A... 1850, p.154,6e0. 3. 
Be. \idem. 
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Clerk (Next entry, p. 62) 


No bond was required. The term of office of the clerk was fixed at 1 
year; specific compensation was not mentioned in the act. Vacancies in 
the office wore to be filled by the board of trustees.(4) 


The duties of the clerk consisted exclusively in recording all pro- 
ceedings and by-laws enacted by the trustees, and in causing their promul- 
gation by posting certified copies in different parts of the town.(5) 


In 1846 in addition to recording the minutes of the board, the clerk 
was required to keep a separate record of the by-laws, ordinances, and 
resolutions.(6) He countersigned the minutes of the proceedings ,(7) and 
signed in conjunction with the mayor all warrants upon the treasury. He 
kept a record of such warrants also.(8) 

The general charter act of 1898 provided that the clerk should be 
elected by the board of aldermen at the first regular meeting after each 
municipal election.(9) His term wes fixed at 2 years.(10) The condi- 
tions of his bond (11) and the matter of his compensation (12) were made 
subject to municipal ordinance. Vacancies were to be filled by the 
board, (13) which was empowered to remove the clerk for misconduct or 
neglect of duty.(14) 


The principal duty of the clerk was that of preserving a record of 
the proceedings of the board of aldermen, together with all orders, ordi- 
nances and judgments, which were to be kept in a book alphabetically 
jndexed.(15) In addition to the minute book, he was to maintain a 
municipal docket in which should be entered each claim against the munici- 
pality and each subject matter to be acted on by the board. Dockets Lor 
each meeting were required to be prepared in advance. A record of all 





2 ee hr 


4. Ibid., sec. 3d. 

5. JIbid., sec. % : : 

6. Tae A., 1846, 73153, sec. 22. See Ordinance Book, entry 2. 

eT Gk. L8tGe ips, secs 22. 

Pho bad. peoc. 2l.. See also Thibodaux Sentinel, November 11, 1860, 

_. Ordinance 73. 

9. La. Ae, 1898, #136, sec. 23, as amended by la. A., 1900, #97, sec. 2. 
See Also Minutes, May 1, 1901, vol. V, p- 2845 ibid sa dlay 191905, 
p. 354; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 9, 19135, 0 dwektie. DP. 240. 

10. Idem. 

Yl. Ta. A., 1898, #136, sec. 15, par. 15; ibid., sec. 23, as amended by 
La. A., 1900, #97, ‘sec. 12. 

L2 ie sk Oids;) Sem also Minutes May 7, 1902, vol. V, p- STO= tbid., Mey 14, 
1913, OL. ViLwp. 36; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May l, 19195 
vole 1 7 ep 3 ba 

Geeta. A., 1898, 7136, sec. 38; La. A., 1904, #196, sec. l. 

14, La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 15, par. 1GsicLe Johaerl9IlZ, dt111; Lae Aes 
1916, 74114, sec. l. ; 

15. selaeA., 1896, 62136) ‘secnl24. 
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- deeds to individuals and the list of lands sold to the municipality by the 
tax collector was to be kept by the clerk in a book labeled “Tax Record.” 
Pertinent details relating to the description of the land, former owner, 
date of sale, amount involved and subsequent redemption proceedings, if 
any, were to be entered in this book.(16) The clerk was custodian of the 
municipal seal,(17) and was required to attest to all commissions, appoint- 
ments, and warrants signed by the mayor, to affix the seal of the munici- 
pality to these documents and to keep a record of them.(18) 


4, 7 “ 
See fie OR amy a, re Y » weet 


> -' I was possible to combine a number of functions and ex officio 

duties in the person of the clerk. He was specifically designated as audi- 
tor,(19) and he could be tax collector or assessor if the mayor and alder- 
men should so elect.(20) He also could be an alderman.(21) As auditor 

the clerk was required to keep the accounts of each municipal fund and of 
each officer. Payments to the treasury had to be audited by the clerk 
before being deposited with the treasurer. The books of the auditor were 
open to inspection by the taxpayers during business hours.(22) In general, 
the clerk was required to keep all records pertaining to the business of 
the municipality.(23) SP Yor § 


Under the present charter the clerk is elected by the board of 
trustees on the Tuesday following the induction of the board into office, 
or within 10 days thereafter.(24) His term of office and compensation is 
fixed by the board,(25) which holds the power of removal at Will.(co)s lhe 
_ trustee of public safety may suspend the clerk for incompetency, neglect 
of duty, or any just and reasonable cause, but final determination of such 
susponsion rests with the board.(27) The clerk is required to record the 
proceedings, by-laws, rules, regulations, ordinances, resolutions, etc. 
of the town, and to cause them to be promulgated after obtaining the signa- 
ture of the mayor.(28) He is authorized to certify to the correctness of 


Tee ibid... sec. 24. 

18. Ibid., sec. 20; La. A., 1910, 77309. 

Toc Laee nh. 1600, slo, SOC. Of. : ; 

20. Ibid., sec. 19; La. A., 1900, #97, sec. 1. See Ordinance Book, Reso- 
lution passed May 9, 1913, Tolsell Fp. 240 wherein the clerk is desig- 
nated ex officio assessor. See essay on cler!: as ex officio assessor, 
following. 54,. 

21. La. Aa,ia98, $136, sec. 19; La. A., 1900, +97, sec. l. 

29. Ga. Ws. 4898, 7136, Sec.) 37. 


23. Bias. Fac, 245 
24. La. Ae, 1918, #266, sec. 5; Minutes, January Polo werol.s, Visi ps wo 
et seq. 


25. La. A-, 1918, 11266, sec. 5. Sce also Minutes, January Sl, 1919, vol. 
VI, p. 311; ibid., December 5, 1919, p. 354; Ordinance Book, Resolu- 
tion passed January 8, 1935, vol. III, p. 144; ibid., January Sl, 
1939, p. 294. 

26. Ta. Avd9is, #266, sec. 5. 

fioihid.. sec. laf. 

eae Ibid., seca. 54. 
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Chief Of Police 


copies of, or extracts from, the municipal minutes .(29) Records of 
minutes and ordinances are listed under the board of trustees, see entries 
1-3. Audits are made by specially employed private auditors ,(30) see 
entry 4. The record of tax sales referred to in this essay is now kept 
by the tax collector, see entry 48. : Bis ; 


CLERK AS EX OFFICIO ASSESSOR. 


The clerk was specifically designated ex officio assessor in 1894. 
(1) He had been authorized to act in this capacity by the charter act 
of 1838.(2) The general charter act of 1698 reiterated the provisions 
of the earlier charter in the matter of the consolidation of the offices 
of clerk and assessor,(3) and outlined his duties should he act in this 
additional capacity.(4) As assessor, the clerk was responsible for the 
preparation of the municipal property assessment roll. For this purpose 
he was authorized to copy from the parish assessment rolls such portions 
as effected property embraced by the corporate limits.(5) The duties of 
the clerk as ex officio assessor have not been changed by the present 
charter.(6) Since the assessment roll is turned over to the tax col- 
lector, the entr: for this record is listed under the trustee of finance 
as ex officio treasurer and tax collector, see entry 40. 


CHIEF OF POLICE 


The board of trustees was authorized to appoint a constable under 
the act which first incorporated the tovm in 1830.{1) The charter was 
silent as to his qualifications, term of office, method of fiddling 
vacancies, etc., but it may be assumed that these matters were likewise 
controlled by the board.(2) The constable was granted the same fees as 
allowed to constables throughout the state.(3) He was required to at- 
tend meetings of the board of trustees, and to execute writs, warrants, 
and orders issued by the president of the poard.(4) In addition he was 


De Dk 3 1 A ee en ee ESEEE SIRS aEyERNAAREOnIE 


29 Ftd. 
30 euliinuces, August 17, 1917, vol. VI, p. 262; ibid., January 17, 1919, 
p. 309; ibid., December 9, 1921, p. 454; ibid,, June 9, 1922, p. 485. 


1. Minutes, Kovember 28, 1894, vol. V, p.- 31. See essay on assessor, 
following. 
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Bee a A ee oot oo 20. 19; La. Ae, 1900, 07, ° sec. l. 

Sie Lae 1505, g-1od, SO Cen JO. 
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6. La. As, 1918, 7:265, sec. 26a. See osauy on assessor, followins. 
Pie A esOenee 1S4.0sec. 10. - 
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| (Roxt ontry, P. my gis) _ Chiof Of Police 


to perform such other acts as the trustees might impose.(5) 


The charter act of 1846 set the term of office of the constable at 
1 year.(6) He was required to take the oath of office and to post a 

bond with such sccurity as the mayor and trustees might ordain.(7) 
Vacancios in tho office wore filled in tho samc manner as tho original 
appointments hed boon mado.(8) In addition to executing papers issued by 
the mayor, the constable also served the court of any other justice of the 
peace within the limits of the town.(9) The duties of the constable were 
set forth in detail under an ordinance passed upon the reorganization of 
the municipal government at the close of the Ylar between the States.(10) 
By the ordinance his salary was fixed at $100 por year payable quarter= 
pn ia Be a ah he | hk ae 


‘hen the tovm came under the general charter act of 1698, the con- 
stable was superseded by a marshal, popularly elected from the municipal- 
ity at large at the election held for mayob and aldermen.(12) However, 
the marshal was ex officio constablo.(13) He served a term of 2 years. 
(14) The form and amount of his bond were prescribed by the mayor and 
board of aldermen,(15) but his removal from office was subject to the 
general law regulating the recall of all municipal officers.(16) Vacan- 
cies in the office were filled by the governor for the unexpired term.(17) 


The marshal was also the chief of police,(18) and he could be tax 
collector or assessor if the mayor and board of aldermen so deciced.(19) 
By the terms of the act of 1898 the marshal might also be the street con- 
missioner,(20) but this provision was omitted from the amendatory act of 
1900.(21) The duties of the marshal were determined almost exclusively 
by ordinance at the instance of the mayor and board of aldermen.(22) 





en en 











5. Iden. 

G..  sbereeiee pel as6 55->-900s7 16: 

75 aaem. : | 

8. Idem. 

9. iden. 

10. Thibodaux Sentinel, Warch 10, 1866, Ordinance 778. 
ll. idem. 





t 


12) as een 008. 2418S, :sec.,.19. 

13... bid sec. 25s 

44. aAbid.y.sec. 3&. 

feed eee Wercueeds: Les fsa.1912, #111; Le. A., 1916, 7114, sec. 1. 
Se a a de eo laa A 3919146307 : 
17. la. Aw, 1898, 105,e58ec. 53; La. As, 1904, +196. > | 
18.. Law An, 2698,19405, 890.25. 

19. Ibid., sec. 197 La. As, 1900, 707, sec. 1. 

20) doin: 1b9ese 156, aco -nd9. 

Oi. de. Dov lo00,. eolgseecayl. 

$2. ip. Au. 1898 ,\9156, e800. 25. 









| 
a 











os 


da afc ratanes" jae rot 
s tz07 oF brea wa: 
(v) atebto Sagi eonten , 
oft ee once ones ort heering 
Ke od ene at abe ohel : fo 
1 ao eft hovyes osls ah 2: ort 
Ce) svat eid To thal 9 ony. 7 6 
ante rs aebriv tiated. rot 
io ¢ 5 JiSenrtewy pare Sse 





ag > 6 . 
VeSseIIA pee 


Chief Of Police oii aa (Next entry, p. 82.) 


However, it was mandatory that he attend the mayor's court,(23) and, 
jin connection with his duties as a police officer, he was required to 
aid in the arrest and apprehension of any person violating the regula- 


tions of the state board of health.(24) os 


--- “By an ordinance passed in 1913 a police board was created which 
assumed jurisdiction over the activities of the marshal.(25) The board 
was composed of the mayor, the mayor pro tempore, and an alderman who 
was to be selected every 2 years.(26) In addition to the marshal, the 
police force was to comprise as many policemen as the police board might 
select, subject to the approval of the board of aldermen.(27) This pro- 
vision was later amended in order to place the selection and compensation 
of policemen in the hands of the board of aldermen.(28) 


Upon the adoption of the present charter, the principal police 

’ officer was designated as the chief of police.(29) The term marshal is 
no longer in use.(30) At this time the police board was supplanted by 
the trustee of public safety as ex officio head of the police depart- | 
ment.(31) The power to employ additional policemen to assist the chief 
of police from time to time is now vested in the trustee of public 
safety. (32) 


The chief of police is elected by a majority vote of the board of 
trustees(33) at a meeting held on the Tuesday following the qualifica- 
tion and induction of the board into office or within 10 days thereafter. 
(34) His term of office is fixed by the board, which has the power of 
removal.(35) The chief of police is subject.to suspension by the trustee 
of public safety for any just and reasonable cause, but the right of 
final disposition in such cases rests with the board of trustees.(36) 

The trustees likewise fix the salary of the chicf of police.(37) 


rn cr 


23. Ibid., soc. 30. 

24, fa. A., 1898, #192, soc. 3; La. A., 1902, #150. 

25, Minutes, Juno 6, 1913, Ordinance #184, vol. VI, p. 42. 

26. Idem. 

27, idem. 

Soe Aiba, p. "46% 

29. Tae A., 1918, #265, sec. 5; Minutes, January 10, 1919, vol. VI, p.- 307. 

30, <ibids 

2) las Ae O18 eos, soos 14. 

32, Minutes, January 10, 1919, Ordinance #246, vol. VI, p. 307, ot seq. 

33. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 5; Minutes, January 10, 1919, vol. VI, 
p.- 307; ibid., March 28, 1924500. S01; 20i0d.,,hpril 14, 1924, p. 582. 

mas Aa) OTe eGG y dec. 5. 

35, Idem; Mirmtes, May 30, 1919, vol. VI, p. 325; ibid., April 21, 1922, 
vol. VI, p. 470, et seq. 

Be Aled he, 191G> HeGo, ‘sec. 14f. 

37, ‘Ibid., sec. 5. See also Minutes, January Bis Fold, vos Vig Re Sil} 
ibid., May 30, 1919, p. 525; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed 
January 8, 1935, vol. III, p. 144; ibid., January 31, 1939, p. 294, 
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The chief of police attends the sessions of the board of trustees, 
and takes his instructions and orders from the mayor.(38) His jurisdic- 
tion extends “throughout the Corporation and the Parish" in the execution 
of legal orders, decrees, summonses and warrants directed to him either 
by the board or by the mayor.(39) He patrols the town in order to preserve 
the peace, and he has supervision over the duties performed by such police- 
men as may be employed.(40) In addition to the duties expressly enumerated 
in the charter, the chief of police may be required to perform such other 
duties as the board of trustees may see fit to prescribe.(41) 


61; LEDGER POLICE DOCKET, July 31, 1939--. 2 vols. Title varies: 

Police Docket; Day Book. 3 r? 
Reports of police officers on property stolen, traffic accidents, and 
persons charged with misdemeanor or criminal offenses within the limits of 
this municipality giving date, statement of facts pertaining to accident 
or crime, names of parties involved, scene of accident or crime, name of 
officer making report and in some instances notations as to disposition 
made. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. Aver. 260 pp. 10 x 
1x 1.° Chief of Police's office. ni 


62.° / RECORD OF WANTED PERSONS 7, 1935--. Approx. 1500 cards in 2 
steel file drawers. ry 

Individual card record on persons wanted by federal and state departments 
of justice giving name of fugitive, aliases, identification number, physi- 
cal description, facsimile of finger prints, crime .charged with or found 
guilty of, and name of department to be notified if fugitive is apprehended. 
Arr. by numerators of finger prints. No index. Printed. 4x6 x lz. 
Mayor's office. ! 


63, TRANSIENT REGISTER, Feb. 7, 1936--. 2 vols. (1-2). 
Register of transients who have applied for sleeping accommodations in the 
city jail giving date, name, home address, and in some instances occupation 
of applicant, and name and address of nearest relative. In cases where 
accommodations were refused reason for same is noted. Arr. chron. by date 
of entry. No index. Hdw. Aver. 200upp.. 10 x 7x 5/28 Chief of Police's 
office. 


TOWN ATTORNEY 


None of the early special acts relating to the incorporation of 
Thibodaux made any specific provision for the appointment or election of 


ee ee ee ee EE eee 


38, Lae Ae, 1918, #266, sec. 33. 


39. Idem. 
40. idem; Minutes, January 17, 1919, Ordinance #246, vol. VI, pe 309, 
et seq. 
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Town Attorney ee Bs ex (Next entry, p. 89) 


a town attorney.(1) The employment of legal counsel was first brought 
into the organic law of the municipality by the general charter act of 
1898.(2) Under its provisions the board of aldermen was given the option 
of annually appointing an attorney for the town, or employing legal coun- 
sel as the occasion arose.(3) In the event that an attorney was appointed, 
the as was authorized to prescribe his duties and fix his compensa- 
tion.(4 


Prior to the adoption of this general charter act in 1900,(5) the 
town employed an attorney as the occasion demanded.(6) However, in 1897, 
when an attorney was needed to prepare the ordinances and bonds relative 
to the waterworks system, the tovm engaged a lawyer at a fixed salary to 
serve for the balance of the term of the council.(7) From this time the 
town continued to enjoy the advantages of legal counsel,(8) but the office 
of "city" attorney was not officially created until 1907.(9) 


When the town came under its present charter, express provision was 
made for the appointment of a city attorney.(10) A general provision 
gave the board of trustees the right to remove the attorney at any time 
and without cause.(1l) No specific limitation was enunciated as to the 
length of his term of office.(12) His compensation was likewise left to 
the discretion of the board.(13) 


The city attorney acts as legal adviser to the mayor, the board of 
trustees, and all departments of the town.(14) He conducts all cases in 
court when the town is either plaintiff, defendant, or party at interest; 


err aca ae TiaiinTmRmmRSaaRainmiERaaEeaa 


Mp teeies Less“ pe ete tb" segs noe 

2. La. As, 1898, #136, sec. 23, as amended by La. Ap, 1900, 797. 

3. idem. 

4. Idem ; see Miinutes, June 4, WO lege VOls Ney Picco; sides May Tas 

- J902, p. 301; ibid., August 23, 1912, vol. VI, p. 8; ibid., May 

14, 1913, p. 36; ibid., June 11, 1914, p. 94; Ordinance Book, Reso- 
lution passed May 1, 1917, vol. LT gable wei is 

5. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance 7130, vol. V, pp- 241, 242. 

6. Ibid., February 8, 1895, p. So. 

7 eb idy wy Sua hig SOT fp opld0. 

8, lbid., December 6, 1898, p. 170; ihid., dune J1, 1900, p. 2355; a a As Blae 
June,4,. 1901, np. .285. 

So Tada, MA Cisseidtides «De 200-5. wath this meeting a motion was passed that 
Wthe board create the office of city attorney." 

Woe Le Poy ckDlS, 7e65, SOC. ae; Minutes, January 31, 1919, vol. yi Ds 
SV iwi Didiw mune 9, eloce, Do. 400. 

Tink ifachie, Lait.coo; sec. cl. 

12s: LD eG SGGm Cos 

13. Ibid.; see Minutes, January 31, 1919, vol. VI, p- ee ie ho Sc 
December 5, 1919, p. 354; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed January 
61935, Vol.sbbb, Do 1443 ibida; January 31, 1939, p. 294. 

Wie Las As 611919, FAG0n S9CH Oc; Minutes, March 7, 1919, vol. VI, p- obo: 
ibid., April 16, 1920, p. 566; Shic; , January 7, 192i, 2p. 415. 
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(Next entry, p- 69) — mae Board of Health 


and he is required to perform such other duties as may be required of him 
by ordinance.(15) Opinions rendered by the town attorney are recorded in 
the minutes, see entry 1. . tere i di 


oe oy 2 4 


SRC Gee Vo ote AS ens VAY S OSS te Lode BON a Cahats » 
Degen ee tee BOARD -OF HEALTH 

The board of health in Thibodaux was created during a yellow fever 
epidemic in the latter part of 1878.(1) The citizens of the tom petitioned 
the municipal council to take measures against the spread of the disease 
from areas already affected,(2) and an ordinance was passed creating a board 
of health, prescribing the duties of its members, and fixing a fine for 
violations of health regulations.(3) The board, consisting of four physi- 
cians and two lay members, met for the first time on July Sl, 1878.(4) | 


Although the legislature did not provide for municipal boards of 
health as separate entities until 1898,(5) as early as 1882 the governing 
authorities of incorporated towns or cities were authorized to constitute 
themselves local boards of health, choosing a registered physician as health 
officer, and fixing his duties and compensation.(6) In 1898, in pursuance 
of the constitution of that year,(7) municipalities in which boards of 
health did not already exist were directed to organize such boards to be 
composed of five members, three of whom, if practicable, being licensed 
physicians .(8) Members of the board of health could not be council members 
nor public officials,(9) and they were required to be voters in the commu- 
nity and to have been residents of the town for 5 years prior to their 
appointment.(10) The board served a 4-year term.(11) They selected fron 


ae ee NN el NN Ae 3 ye ee eee eee sen A IN ribs Ae 


A 


15. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 22; Minutes, March 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 51d. 
Special counsel may be employed to assist the city attorney. (Minutes, 
April oe 1922, Ordinance #263, vol. VI, p. 457; ibid., October 8, 1920, 
p. S92). 

1. Thibodaux Sentinel, August 10, 1878. The epidemic in Thibodaux lasted 
about 3 months, attacking approximately 900 persons, 74 of whom died 
from the disease. See also Thibodaux Sentinel, December 7, 1878, and 
December 28, 1878. “i 

2. Minutasigedidsy 30, gbb7 67, vod.) Tld4) ppt 170, 271, ‘ 

3. Ibid., Ordinance #58. The governing authorities of incorporated munici- 
palities were authorized to onact ordinances to protect themselves 
against the introduction of contagious or epidemical diseases. (La. 
Aw 18BS¢igs BolsesenenosLa., A 1855, H265,, sec.Lie:. ) 

4, Winutes,ehugust:6,°1876, vol, lI, pp. 174,, 175. 

5. Las Awdyb896 96192, secey 5. 

6. Lai. A.twi882, #02. 

7. Gonstapalbce ,Warico6. 

8.. Le. Avy? 1898, #192; seos,b. 

9. Ibid. 

10. Ibid., sec. 6. In 1900 the required length of residence was changed 
to l year. (La. A., 1900, #44.) 

1]. la. Ac; 2808, #192, soow 6, 
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Board Of Health’ ji al Sas es (Next entry, p. 89.) 


among the p'ysician members a chairman to act as health officer, and they 
fixed and paid his compensation.(12) The board had the power to appoint 
a sanitary officer, who s’:ovld act as scorevary, arid to stipulate nis 
duties and his salary.(13) The expenses of the board were borne by the 
municipality, which could be compelled by mandamus to provide for the 
support of such boards.(14) epedyd | vy ord 


In conformity with existing laws the board of aldermen of Thibodaux 
in 1913 created by ordinance a municipal board of health to be composed 
of five members, three of whom if practicable being licensed physicians. 
(15) The members were required to be residents of and voters in the 
tovm, and they were selected by the mayor and board of aldermen for a 4- 
year term.(16) Pending the board's being placed on a self-sustaining 
basis, the salaries of the president and of the sanitary inspector were 
to be paid by the town.(17) The amount so expended by the town was to be 
refunded to it out of surplus revenue to be derived from fees imposed by 
the board of health under the sanitary code.(18) The board of health was 
to hold its first meeting on the first Tuesday after its election, when 
_4t was to select its own officers.(19) Members of the board of health 


cee A A LE SE OT EDIE LALO ILIAC 





2 fhelbid:; 

13. Ibid. nts ee 

14. ‘Ybid., sec. 7. For subsequent legislation on municipal boards of 
health see La. -A., 1900, #44; La. A., 1902, #150; La. A., 1904, +184; 
Ta hehe pol Oleg HlSbsobs orl wnt] 9L2s09!273 on: Im 1918)the legislature 
gave che state board of health the right of mandamus to compel the 
creation of municipal boards of health, (La. A., 1918, HAT, 866s. 3.) 
but it was not until 1921 that the state board of health was author- 
ized to appoint such a board on the failure of the municipality to do 
so. A board so appointed had the same powers as one appointed by a 
municipal council. (La. A., 1921; B.S. #79, sec. 13, as amended by 
La. A., 1926, #296.) The act of 1921 changed the composition of the 
board, making it necessary thet one of the menzers de ar of@ielcl of 
the municipal government. (Laser. wiIed, Beds #79, sec. 13 as amended 

— by. Las Acs. 1926, #296.) | 

15. Minutes, June 6, 1913, vol. VI, Ordinance 7183, p. 41. See also 
Minutes, August 7, 1917, vol. VI, p. 265, et seq. 

15. Minutes, June 6, 1913, vol. VI, Ordinance #1653, p. 41. See also 
Minutes, August 7, 1917, vol. VI, pp. 262, 263; ibid., September 9, 
1921, p. 444; ibid., February 27, 1925, p. 628; Ordinance Book, Reso- 
lution passed January 7, 1927, vol. III, p. 15; ibid., Resolution 
passed January 23, 1931, p. &7; ibid., Janueryes1, 91959; «p.12946,Al1 
boards served a 4-year term except the one appointed in 1920. The 
term of this board expired in 1927 in order to conform with the 
ruling that the board of health should serve a term coequal to that 
of the governing body appointing it. (La. A., 1921, B.S. #79, sec. 
13, as amended by La. A., 1926, #296.) 

17. Ordinance Book, Resolution passed August 5, 1913, vol. II, p. 200. 

18s iclbid. 

19, Minutes, June 6, 1913, vol. VI, Ordinance #183, p. 41. 
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(Next entry, p. 89.) Mei Piet ese | Health Officer 


were named by the board of aldermen on June 6, 1913.(20) Applications 

for sanitary inspector were submitted to the board of aldermen by the 
president of the board of health,(21) but the municipal authorities left 
the selection of the inspector to the discretion of the health board.(22) 
The salary of the inspector was paid by the board of aldermen.(23). The 
present board of health was elected on January 31, 1939.(24) In the board 
of health are vested the health, quarantine, and sanitary measures of the 


7 _ % 4 ~ 
e , . - 


cit 2b utoJoyv teu Yo @ HEALTH “OFFICER 
The work of the board of health is carried on through the health 
officer, who is the only member of the board authorized to receive a 
salary.(1) His compensation is fixed by the board of health, subject to 
the approval of the municipal council.(2) Until 1926 the health officer 
was chairman of the board of health,(3) selected by the board from among 
its ovm members.(4) After 1926, however, the board of health was free to 
select as health officer any licensed physician skilled in sanitary science. 
(5) The appointment of the health officer is subject to the approval of 
Pistatetesortyof healltih(Gler tho indicia yeruyten lion woe ol 
The specific duties of the town health officer were enumerated in 
detail in the municipal charter of 1918.(7) Subject to the supervision 
and control of the board of trustees, the health officer enforced all laws, 
ordinances, and regulations relative to the preservation and promotion of 
the public health, the prevention and restriction of diseases, and the 


: 


20. Ordinance Book, Resolution passed June 6, 1913, vol. II, p. 248. 

21. Minutes, March 10, 1914, vol. VI, p. 8&l. 

22. Minutes, April 7, 1914, vol. VI, p. 83. Power to appoint a sanitary 
officer was vested in the board of health. (La. A., 1904, #184.) 

23. Idem. Although the board of health was to fix and pay the salary of 
the sanitary inspector, (La. A., 1904, #184) the expenses of the board 
of health were borne by the town. (La. A., 1898, #192, sec. 7 as 
amended by La. A., 1912, #173.) ; | 

24, Ordinance Book, Resolution passed January 31, 1939, vol. III, p. 294. 

25. Minutes, June 6, 1913, Ordinance #183, vol. VI, p. 41. For an instance 

of the functioning of the board of health see Minutes, March 5, 1918, 
vol. VI, pp. 281-283. FT. 

1, La. A., 1898, #192, sec. 6; La. A., 1900, #44, sec. 1; La. A., 1921, 

BLS. #79, sec. 13, as amended by La. A., 1926, 7296. See also Minutes, 
Apréi 7, 1914, vol. VI, p. 83; ibid., April 1, 1921, p. 426; Ordinance 
Book, Resolution passed January 7, 1927, vol. III, p. 15; Abid, 
Resolution passed Janvary 31, 1939, p. 294. 

2. Las Ae, 1921, B.S. #79, sec. 13 as amended by La. A., 1926, 7296. 

Sy) lm, A. etaoe, wlec, sec. 5; La. A., 1921, B:S. #79, sec. 15. 

4. Idem. 

5. Ibid., as amended by La. A., 1926, #296. 

6... ibid. jd 

VW. Las Ac, 1918, #256, sec. 20. 
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Fire Board ; at, (Next entry, p. 89.) 


suppression of nuisances which might affect the general health of the 
residents of the town.(8) To this end he inspected and supervised the 
production, transportation, storage, and sale of goods and foodstuffs in 
’ the community. I% was also tho duty of tho health officer to cause a 
system of vital statistics to be kept. In the event of an epidemic he 
could enforce such quarantine regulations as might be appropriate to the 
emergency.(9) The health officer had the power to issue warrants to 
enter, examine, and inspect establishments, but this power could be 
exerted only to prevent epidemics and to abate imminent menaces to the 
public health.(10) He exercised all the powers provided by general laws 
relative to the functions of municipal health officers, and he also en- 
forced additional regulations enacted by the board of trustees.(11) Since 
the organization of a parish health unit in Thibodaux in 1925,(12) most 
of the activities of the municipal health officer have been discontinued. 
(13) The municipal health officer has no records. 


729 eecitetaaen (9 Pix Ter ABLREGBOARD 

Until 1895 the fire companies of Thibodaux operated on a purely vol- 
untary basis. In that year the individual organizations were consolidated 
into one fire department.(1) The Thibodaux Volunteer Fire Department was 
controlled by a fire board, consisting of the mayor as 6x officio chair- 


man and one member from each of the fire companies. One of the members 
served as chief and the other three as assistant chiefs.(2) 


| In 1906, there being five fire companies in Thibodaux, the member- 
ship of the fire board was increased to a total of six, including the 
mayor as ex officio chairman. Each company was allewed one representa- 
tive.(3) Members of the fire board were elected at a joint meeting of the 
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10. La. Ae, 1921, E.S. 7:79, sec. 13, as amended by La. A., 1926, #296. 

12 Towle ews 191947266, gec..20: 

12. The health unit was established in 1925 and reorganized in igor 
following the passage of act #296 of 1926, which authorized police 
juries to contract with the state board of health and other agencies 
for the establishment and maintenance of a héalth Wiis Gs ! 

13. Dr. P.d. Dansereau, municipal health officer, Notes on Interview 
with Dr. P.J. Dansereau by Marcelle F. Schertz. (Copy on file in 
State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey.) 

1. Ordinance Book (1881-1924) pp. 24, 26, 55, 76; Minutes, December 15, 
1895, vol. V, p- 79. See historical sketch, fire companies. 

2. LEinutes, December 13, 1895, vol. V, pp- 78-81, Ordinance 37109 

3. Ordinance Book (1881-1924) Ordinance #146, approved January 12, 1906, 
pe 200. 
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(Next entry, p. 89.) igs Fire Board 


fire companies each December and approved by the board of aldermen at its 
first rogular mesting in January. Fire board members took office on the 
lst of February and served a l-year term.(4) . 


Requests for supplies or equipment were required to be made by the 
chief or assistant chief to the board of aldermen.(5) Likewise, the board 
of aldermen was obliged to refer to the fire board for its recommendation 
all matters coming before the municipal board which concerned the fire de- 
partment.(6) | asa : 


After 1915, when the value of fire department property exceeded 
$12,000,(7) revenue for the support of the department was received from 
the State.(&) ‘ 


In 1932, in conformity with the regulation that no fire company 
should have more than one representative on the board, the membership of 
the board was restricted to five persons, the mayor remaining in his capac- 
ity of ex officio chairman.(9) In the event of a vacancy in the fire board, 
the president of the company from which the vacancy occurred assumes the 
position of board member.(10) 


In a special election held in October 1940 the citizens of Thibodaux 
approved a 5 mill property tax levy for public improvements including the 
maintenance of the fire department.(11) The mayor was then authorized to 
lease yearly from the fire companies all fire stations, trucks and equip- 
ment in the amount of the sum set aside in the municipal budget for the 
maintenance of the fire department.(12) However, title to all fire depart- 
ment property is vested in the public.(13) The percentage of revenue allot- 
ted to the fire department is turned over to the fire board in monthly in- 
stallments. Each fire company receives a small amount monthly for current 
expenses, and the balance is spent by the fire board for operation, repairs, 


a 


4. Ordinance Book (1881-1924) Ordinance 75146, approved January 12, 1906, 
p. 200; see also Minutes, January reo vols Vig Db. oUGs LUld., 
January 13, 1920, vol. VI, p. 358; ibid., January 7, 1921, vol. VI, 

p. 416. 

5. Ordinance Book (1881-1924) Ordinance 7146, anproved January 12, 1005, 
p. 200; see also, Minutes, February 6, LOS Oi ed OL ice VligerD and Gian 

Bimet bids se 7 

7, Ordinance Book (1881-1924), Resolution passed January 28, 1915, p. 299. 

8. Ibides La. A., 1914,-295. According to this act, towns having an 
organized fire department with equipment valued at $1,000 or over were 
entitled to 10% of the premiums collected by out-of-state fire in- 
surance companies operating within the corporate limits of the town. 

9. Ordinance Book, Ordinance #327, adopted March 31, 1932, vol. III, 

Ue ea 
10. bid. 
11. Minutes, October 25, 1940, vol. IX, p. 48. 
12. Minutes, March 25, 1941, vol. IX, p. 86. 
13. Ibid. 
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- ‘Pire Board - Fire etch . Mates | ; 
- Board Records Dagee anit ad (64-65) 


and maintenance.(14) All bills must be approved by the fire board and 

are paid by a check signed by the secretary of the fire board and counter- 
signed by the fire chief.(15) The assistant secretary may act for the 
secretary, and the assistant fire chief may replace the fire chief .(16) 
The secretary of the fire board is required to furnish bond payable to 

the towm for faithful performance of duty, and he must account for all 
funds turned over to him.(17) Quarterly reports of all receipts and dis- 
bursements must be rendered by the fire board to the board of trustees. 
(18) Records of the fire board are located in the office ofthe secretary- 
treasurer, Ernest Thibodaux, in the powerhouse in Thibodaux. Records of 
the Thibodaux Fire Company #1 are located in the store of Braud's Sons, 
Inc., 406 W. Third St., Thibodaux, c/o Victor H. Toups, secretary. The 
records of Protector Fire Company #2 are located at the Teche Greyhound 
Bus Station, 108 %, 2nd St., Thibodaux, c/o Alex Gautreaux, secretary, 
unless otherwise indicated in the entry. The location of the records of 
the other fire companies are shown in the entries. 


Fire Board Records 


64. SECRETARY AND TREASURER, THIBODAUX FIRE DEPARTMENT, 1932--. 
Approx. 40 items in 1 steel file drawer. 

Records of fire board including minutes of the board at regular and 
special meetings, membership lists of the various companies, list of 
officers elected for each current year, reports on finances of the de- 
partment, reports on fire calls answered, chief's annual report on fire 
alarms answered in city limits, and annual list of same from local rural 
section. No obvious arr. Hdw. and typed. 3x9 x 14. 


65. THIBODAUX FIRE DEPARTMENT LETTSRS (Miscellaneous), 1932--. 
Approx. 100 items in 4 steel file drawers. Title varies: 
Reports on Out of Town Fires; Louisiana State Firemen's 
Association; Parade Expense 1935. 
Miscellaneous records of this office including bills, invoices, corre~ 
spondence from various governmental departments, copies of ordinances per- 
taining to the governing of this board, and newspapers containing items 
of interest about the various fire companies. No obvious arr. No index. 
Hdw., typed and printed. 3x 9x 14. 
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14, Minutes, March 25, 1941, vol. IX, p- 86. 
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“ie Suyod 2™s Thibodaux Fire Company #1 - 9° “8s 4 88 
' 66. MINUTES, Jan. 9, 1890--. 2 vols. Title varies: Record Book 
Thibodaux Fire Co. #1. , ity Oe Se, reigigett 
Record of proceedings at regular and special meetings of this organization 
detailing all actions taken and matters considered of interest to this body 
including election of officers and passing on new members; appointing of 
standing and special committees, including building committee which has 
charge of hall and makes arrangements for leasing, repairing, and remodel- 
ing of same, finance committee whose duty it is to check treasurer's re- 
ports and secure funds for operating expenses, investigation committee 
vhose duty it is to secure data on applicants wishing to become members 
of this organization, and the grievance committee which settles differ- 
ences that may arise among members. Reports include those of committees 
on equipment of the company and on fires occurring since last meeting, and 
all receipts and disbursements of company's funds. The minutes of each 
meeting give date held and number of members present, and are signed by 
the president and secretary. Also written into the minutes are the by- 
laws and amendments to the fire company constitution. In separate section 
of volume is the annual roster of membership. Arr. chron. by date of meet- 
ing. No index. Hdw. 1890-1935; typed 1936--. Aver. 300 pp. 16 x OPK < 


67. / STUBS OF WARRANTS 7, July 15, 1932--. 1 vol. 
Stubs of warrants issued by the secretary to be honored by treasurer giving 
warrant number, date issued, to whom, purpose of expenditure, fund to be 
debited, and amount. Arr. chron. by date issued. No index. Hdw. on 
printed forms. 100 pp. 4x 8x 1. a 


Protector Fire Company 72 


68. LEDGER (Minutes of Protector Fire Company #2), Jan. 5, 1951--. 
1 vol. 
Record of proceedings of this organization at regular and special meet- 
ings. For description, see entry 66. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. 
No index. Hdw. 8272 ppsol4:x.9 x°1/1/2. 


69. / CHARTER AND BY-LAWS OF PROTECTOR FIRE COMPANY #27, Mar. 20, 
1876- Dec. 4, 1933. 1 vol. OK 

Constitution and by-laws of this organization including a copy of the 
legislative act granting charter and the preamble and articles of consti- 
tution adopted which include: name and motto, procedure. for electing offi- 
cers, their duties and qualifications for activs and honorary membership, 
exercises and inspections, setting of dates of meetings and causes for fines 
to be imposed or procedure for expulsion of members for violation of by- 
laws. Included is a list of charter members. Arr. chron. by date of 
entry. No index. Hdw. 1876-1910; typed Dec. 4, 1933. 98 pp. (53 used). 
if. x 8 x ae. 
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Fire Board - Home Hook os Ro (70-76 ) 
3 And Ladder Company #1 ma ot 


70, DOUBLE ENTRY LEDGER (Roll of Active Members), 1937--. 1 vol. 
Annual membership roll of this company giving name and record of atten- 
dance at meeting. Arr. by years. No index. Hdw, 66 pp. ie way ls 


71. / WARRANT STUBS 7, Jan. 16, 1939--. 1 vol. 
Combination voucher and check stubs issued by secretary on funds of 
company to be honored by bank after being counter-signed by treasurer 
giving number, date issued, name of payee, and amount and purpose of 
expenditure. Arr. chron. by date issued. No index. Hdw. on printed 
forms. 150 pp. 7 x.4.x 1. 


72. / CASH BOOK /, Mar. 5, 1929--. 1 vol. 
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of this company giving on 
receipts date received; source, including municipal and fire board 
checks; amount of check and total at given period; disbursements give 
date; purpose of expenditure, including motor repairs and services, 
and services of caretaker; amount of disbursement; total disbursements 
and bank balance at given period. Arr. by receipts and disbursements 
on alternating pages, chron. thereunder by date of entry. No index. 
Hdw. 172 pp. 12 x 8 x 1. Records are located in the newspaper office 
of The Comet, 311 St. Philip St., Thibodaux, c/o Oliver C. Robichaux, 
secretary. 


Home Hook And Ladder Company #1 


73, MINUTE BOOK, Oct. 23, 1893--. 5 vols. Title varies: Record. 
Record of proceedings of this organization at regular and special meet- 
ings. For description, see entry 66. Included are records of the 
benefit fund for members of this company. Arr. chron. by date of meet- 
ing. No index. Hdw. Aver. 350 pp. 14 x 10 x 2. Records are located 
at the residence of Paul J. Naquin, Sr., recording secretary, 724 Canal 
Ave., Thibodaux. 


74. CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS H(ook) & L({adder) FIRE CO. aL 
Maree, 01690143001 s 
Constitution and by-laws of this company. For description, see entry 


69. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 152 pp. 10 x aie aoe Be 
Records located at Fire Station, 710 Canal Ave., Thibodaux. 


75. S.E. LEDGER, 1934--. 1 vol. 
Ledger of each member's relief fund account giving amount of dues with 
which he is debited, amount paid on credit side, and name of member. 
Tis is a sick and accident fund to be used when a member is ill or is 
injured while in the performance of duty. Arr. by accounts. No index. 
Haw. 276 pp. 12 x 7x1. Records are located in the residence of Louis 
E. Caillouet, financial secretary, 720 St. Philip St., Thibodaux. 


76. LEDGER, TREASURER'S BOOK, Jan. 15, 1876--. 2 vols.” Titie 
varies: Day Book, Home Hook and Ladder. 
Ledger of general and relief funds of this company giving amounts debited 
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(77-79) tag: ? | __ Assessor (Defunct) 
or eA Meok we OMA Ee 
and credited and balance on hand at.the end of each month. Pasted to 
pages of volumes 1876-1900, in a separate section, are warrants paid by 
treasurer. Arr. by funds on alternating pages, chron. by date of entry 
thereunder. No index. Hdw., and hdw. on printed forms. 360 pp. (297 used). 
14x 9x 2. Records 1876-1900 are at Station, 710 Canal Ave.; 1901--, at 
residence of ec dh i Blanc, eee BE. l2th St., Thibodaux. 
pinewn se ~.-.% Vigilant Chemical And “Hose Company 
Lone. RECORD etearties of Vigilant | Chemical And Hose aie) 9% Jan, 16, 
1935--. 1 vol. 

Record of proceedings of this organization at regular and special meetings. 
For description, see entry 66. Included is the annual roll of membership. 
Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 498 pp. 14x 8x 2. 
Records are located in the store of Charles So Musso, Rash ee 606 W. 
Third 5 ake Thibodaux. 


“78. / STUBS OF WARRANTS 7; ree9 ace 3 vols. 
Stubs of warrants on company's funds issxed by secretary to be honored by 
the treasurer giving number, date issued, name of payee, and amount and 
purpose of expenditure. Arr. chron. by date issued. No index. Aver. 
100 stubs. 3x 6x3 1/2. Records are located in the store of COAT ASS ee 
Musso, secretary, 606 W. Third —, Thibodaux. 


79. CITIZEN'S BANK AND TRUST CO. (Check Stubs), July 1938--. 1 vol. 
Check stubs account of receipts and disbursements of this organization 
giving check number, date, name of payee, purpose of expenditure, and 
amount. Deposits are noted on back of stub with balance at given period. 
Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw. on printed forms. Approx. 
100 stubs. 12x 14x 1. Records are located in residence of Dr. F.G. 
Wirt, treasurer, 806 Jackson Ave., Thibodaux. 


ASSESSOR (Defunct) PROD SE 


The board of trustees was authorized to appoint an assessor under 
the original charter of 1830.(1) The assessor was required to take the 
oath of office before a justice of the peace,(2) and he served a l-year 
term.(3) The statute is silent as to any bond required and as to his com- 
pensation.(4) Vacancies were filled by the board of trustees.(5) 


The office of assessor in many instances has* been combined with other 
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1. 4a. Ay 1830, p. 154, sec. 3. 
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Assessor (Defunct) REIS G: _ (Next entry, Pp: 104.) 


municipal offices. As early as 1858 the clerk was authorized to perform 
the functions of assessor.(6) After the War between the States, the 
office of assessor was combined with those of collector, wharfinger, 

and constable.(7) In 1894 the clerk resumed his duties as assessor, 
having been officially designated ex officio assessor in that year.(8) 
The general chartor act of 1598, adopted in 1900,(9) made no specific 
provision for an assessor.(10) The board of aldermen was authorized to 
combine the office of assessor with that of clerk or with that of mar- 
shal,(11) or the board could elect an assessor as a separate office 
under their general powers to provide for the election of such municipal 
officers as might be found necessary.(12) The minutes are not clear as 
to which action was taken,(13) and some confusion evidently existed even 
among the governing authorities, for in 1905 they formally declared that 
the election of secretary or clerk carried with it also the office of 
-assessor.(14) The charter of 1918 permitted great flexibility in this 
matter.(15) It left to the discretion of the board of trustees the means 
and methods of assessing, securing, and enforcing the payment of taxes. 
The board could either appoint a town assessor or impose such duty upon 
any officer or employee they deemed proper. In Lieu of making any special 
provision for the office, they could adopt as the town assessment a copy 
of the assessment roll prepared by the state assessor.(16) It is not ~ 
clear which policy was pursued.(17) While some of the records. in the 
minute book seem to indicate that the assessor was @ separate office, (18) 
other records in the same book for the same year show that the offices of 
clerk and assessor were combined.(19) Separate ordinances outline the 


ne ee Sues WP Beige ee ee 


Ge Lae A., 1838, #67, sec. 5. 

7. Minutes, September 23, 1865, vol. II, p. 47; ibid., June 18, 1874, 
vol,Z1I, p- 33; ibid., May VIE bBo, Datoos,tP102. November 15, 1678, 
De 185. ‘ 

8. Minutes, November 28, 1894, ViGdeuais Gihe gous 

9. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance #130, vol. V, pp. 241, 242. 

10. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 19; La. A., 1900, #97, sec. l. 

ll. Idem; Minutes, May 14, 1915, vol. VI, p- 36; ibid., December §5.219195 
a ee 

12. La. A-, 1898, #136, sec. 15, par. 15; La. A., 1912, #111; La. A., 
1916, #114, sec. 1. > 

13. Minutes, November 5, 1901, vol. V, p- 302; ibid., November 17, 1902, 
pe 322. 

14. Minutes, May 12, 1905, vol. V,; p- 464. See also Minutes, May 8, 1907, 
vol. V, p. 558; Minutes, May 9, 1915, Wolsey 1 ope Gp; Abid, may te, 
1913, p. 36; Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 9, 1915, vol. 1, 





p. 240. 
15. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 26a. 
16. Ibid. 


17. Minutes, December 4, 1918, Ordinance #304, vol. VI, pp. 502-304; 
Minutes, October 31, 1919, vol. VI, p. 548; ibid., December 5, 1919, 
pe 554. 

18, Minutes, October “3l, 1919, vol. VI, p- 348, gives “the town assessor 
was nominated and elected at a salary of $50 a year." 

19. Minutes, December 5, 1919, vol. VI, p- 354, gives in a lump sum the 


salary paid to the clerk and assessor. 
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(Next entry, p. 104.) F os Assessor (Defunct) 


duties of the assessor,(20) but since 1913 at least,(21) and probably since 
1905,(22) the office of assessor has been combined with that of clerk. 


| * Although Thibodaux had been functioning as a municipality since 18350, 
(23) it was not until 1846 that any duties were specifically outlined for 
the assessor.(24) At this time he was required to make an assessment and 
estimate of all taxable property of the town within 3 months after his ap- 
pointmont. Upon the complotibn of the roll he was to give notice to 
persons interested by posting an advertisement in three different places 

_within the town limits.(25) At the expiration of 10 days, during which 
time the roll was subject to correction, he was to make two copies with 
recapitulations attached, one to be delivered to the collector, and the 
other deposited among the archives of the board of trustees. A third and 
separate recapitulation was required for delivery to the treasurer.(26) 

It was expressly provided that the assessor should receive no compensation 
until he had fulfilled these enumerated duties.(27) The charter of 1898 
provided that tho assessment roll should be made by the clerk or the tax 
collector by copying from the parish assessment that portion embracing 

* property or persons within tho corporate limits.(28) The copy could be 
made any time after the assessment rolls were approved, and was to be given 
to the tax collector as his warrant for the collection of municipal taxes. 
In the event that persons or property had escaped taxation for a previous 
year, the clerk was required to assess such property, which assessment, 
when approved by the mayor and board of aldermen upon notice to the person 
assessed, became binding and conclusive unless appealed within 5 days after 
its approval.(29) Changes in the valuation of property assessed could be 
made by the board of aldermen at a regular or special meeting. Notice of 
such a meeting was required to be given 10 days in advance.(30) The 
assessment roll was submitted to the council, who referred it to the fi- 
nance committee for approval.(3l) One copy was retained in the municipal 
archives, one turned over to the collector, and one deposited with the 
clerk of court of the parish.(32) The present charter provides that the 


tr LL LL LLL 


-20. Minutes, December 4, 1918, Ordinance #304, vol. VI, pp. 302-304; 
Minutes, September 10, 1920, Ordinance #257, vol. VI, p. 390; Minutes, 
. October 29, 1940, Ordinance 74376, vol. IX, p. 59. 
21. Minutes, May 14, 1913, vol. VI, p. 36. See also Ordinance Book, May Sits 
otal... Il» pae40. ar 
22. Minutes, Iay 12, 1905, vol. V, p. 464. 
25.a Layik., 1850, p. 154, 
24. Lav A. , 1846, #153;,69e0.,24. 
25. Idem. ; 
26. Idem. 
27. Idem. For a detailed account of the duties of the assessor, see 
Thibodaux Sentinel, March 10, 1866, Ordinance #9. 
28. ~ Las Awpul&dess los .nSel~, 35. 





29. Idem. 

30. Idem. . 

31. Minutes, November 5, 1901, vol. V, p. 302; ibid., November 17, 1902, 
p. 322. 


32. Ibid. 
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Tax Collector (Defunct) 7 eis ae | (Next entry, p. 104.) 


assessor shall extend and make the assessment rolls of the tovm on or 
before the first day of September of each year.(33) Notice of the com- 
pletion of the rolls is published for 20 days in the official journal of 
the town,(34) and the rolls are exposed for inspection and correction in 
the office of the trustee of finance.(35) Application by property owners 
to modify their assessment must be made within 20 days .(36) 


_ TAX COLLECTOR (Defunct) 


The tax collector was among the original officers provided for by 
the first charter in 1830.(1) He was appointed by the board of trustees 
(2) and was required to take an oath before a justice of the peace.(3) 

His bond was such as the trustees might deem expedient.(4) It was re- 
quired that he be appointed within 5 days after the trustees were elected, 
and his term was for 1 year.(5) Vacancies in the office were filled by 
the trustees.(6) Municipal taxes were required to be collected within 
such time as might be provided by ordinance, and all taxes collected were 
to be paid over to the treasurer.(7) The collector was given the same 
power to enforce payment of taxes imposed as was held by parish sheriffs 
in relation to state taxes.(8) In 1847 the collector assumed the duties 
of the wharfinger in addition to his normal responsibilities as collector. 
(9) At various times the collector was also assessor, constable, market- 
master, and sanitary officer as well as wharfinger.(10) 


a 


33. Las. A., 1918, #266, sec. 26a. See also Minutes, December 4, 1918, 
Ordinance #304, vol. VI, pp. 302-304; ibid., September 10, 1920, 
Ordinance #257, sec. 2, vol. VI, 390; ibid., October 29, 1940, 
Ordinance #376, vol. IX, p. 59. 


34, La. Ae, 1918, #266, soc. 26a. 





35. Idem. 
36. Idem. 

). eemersa., 1850, p. 164, seo. J. 
2. idem. 


3. SeIbid. j secs: .5: 
4, SUEbION. pesect Ss 
5. @uibide, sec. 5. 

















6. Idem. 
7. BeTbid.,8S6c 47. 
8. Idem. 





9, Ordinance Book, Ordinance #2, approved July 16, 1847, vol. I, D- Ole 
See also Thibodaux Sentinel, November 25, 1865, Ordinance 7. 
10. Minutes, September 23, 1865, vol. II, p. E7eekbidse, Junerl8, 1874, 
vols III, p. 3; ibid., May 11, 1875, p. 38; ibid., November 15, 1878, 
p. 185; ibid., Novomber 24, 1880, p. 264; ibid., November 27, 1860, 
p. 266; ibid., Novomber 28, 1894, vol. V, p. 31; ibid., December 6, 
1898, p. 175. 
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(Next entry, p. 104.) Tax Collector (Defunct) 


' The general charter act of 1898 provided that the collection of 
taxes should be performed by the marshal.(11) However, this act was not 
adopted as the charter of the town until 1900 (12) after the consolidation 
of the office of tax collector with either that of marshal or clerk was 
left to the discretion of the mayor and board of aldermen.(13) The duties 
of constable or marshal and those of tax collector continued to be exercised 
by the same official.(14) As has been noted, this consolidation of the 
offices of collector and marshal was purely optional,(15) as the act of 
1900 provided for the election of a tax collector by the board of aldermen 
for a 2-year term.(16) The board was to determine his bond,(17) and fix 
his compensation,(18) and held the power of removal (19) and of filling 
vacancies in office.(20) However, since the functions of collector were 
performed by the marshal, who was a popularly elected official, the powers 
of the board relative to the tax collector were not in effect. Although 
_the bond and compensation of the marshal were fixed by the board,(21) this 
official could be removed only in the manner prescribed by the general 
law regulating the recall of all municipal officials.{22) As tax collec- 
tor the marshal was required to account for and pay over all taxes col- 
lected, and to perform any other duties that might be roquired of him 
by ordinance.(23) He made monthly reports to the board of aldermen.(24) 


With the adoption of the commission form of government in 1918, the 
duties of tax collector and town treasurer were combined into one department 





11. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 19. Seo essay on chief of police, preceding. 

12. Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance #130, vol. V, pp. 241, 242. 

13. La. A., 1900, #97, sec. 1, approved July 10, 1900. 

14. Minutes, May 12, 1905, vol. V, p. 464. The proceedings of the board 
stated that the office of marshal carried with it also the offices 
of collector, wharfinger, marketmaster, and sanitary officer. 

16. aah. 5) 1 9005).497,, sac..1. ; 

1G. ShOi S606 1c. 

£7 ©? Lia 

16 Mba eee 109c, 416, sec. 15, par. 15, as amended by La. A., 1912, #111, 
sec. 1] and La. A., 1916, #114, sec. 1. See also Ordinance Book, Reso-=- 
dutacne passed May 22, 2915; vole il, ps 220; ‘Ibid., May 1, 1917, 
p. 315, 

19. La. A., 1898, #136, seco°l5, par. 16, as amended by La. A., 1912, #111, 
seceul, vendula. A.) 1916;#114, sec. 1. 

20. La. Ae, 1898, #136, sec. 38 as amended by La. A., 1904, #196, sec. l. 

21.. @ha saw yeteede 150, 60s 15) par. Piby4he. A., 1912, #111; La. A., 
19164 #4014, “sec. 1: 

22. ‘La.'A., 1912, #235; La. A., 1914, :$807. See essay on chief of police, 
preceding. . aa 

23. Shawty, 18690N+47186, sec. 26. 

24. Minutes, June 4, 1901, vol. V, p. 288; ibid., December 6, 1901, p. 303; 
ibid., January 7, 1902, p. 305; ibid., May 7, 1902, p. 310; ibid., 
June 9, 1902, p. 313; ibid., March 13, 1905, p. 326, et seq. 
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Wharfinger (Defwnot): , (Next entry, p. 104.) 


under the control of the trustea of finance.(25) Thus the office 

of tax collector passed out of existence as a separate political entity. 

(26) The books of the tax collector were closed and delivered to the newly 
elected trustee of finance on January 14, 1919.(27) <A few days before, 

the trusteo of finance had been authorized to employ a deputy collector, 

who assumed the routine duties formerly performed by the tax collector. 

(28) At the present time an assistant deputy collector is also employed.(29) 


WHARFINGER (Defunct) . 


The office of wharfinger was created by a supplementary act to the 
charter passed in 1846.(1) Prior to this time the tax collector had been 
responsible for the collection of wharfage in addition to the collection 
of taxes.(2) The wharfinger was elected by ballot and majority vote of 
the mayor and trustees within 10 days after the general municipal elec- 
tion.(3) His oath of office could be taken before any justice of the 
peace of the parish, or any other officer authorized to administer oaths. 
(4) He was required to give such security as was ordained by the mayor 
and the trustees.(5) He served a l-year term.(6) Vacancies were filled 
by the mayor and board of trustees in the same manner as the original se- 
lection was made.(7) 


The duties of the wharfinger were to collect and pay over to the 
treasurer all sums due for wharfage, and he had the same power as the tax 
collector to enforce payment. Upon any shipmaster's refusal or neglect 
to pay the dues accrued, the wharfinger, after making an oath of the in- 
debtedness of the ship before any court of competent jurisdiction, was 
empowered to sue out an attachment against the ship in the name of the 
mayor and trustees.(8} The money collected by the wharfinger was turned 
over to the treasurer, who kept ea regular account of it.(9) 


net 


5A oaanA, 018). g-226.5ise0sa: 3,' 15. 

26. Idem. 

27. Minutes, January 31, 1919, vol. VI, p. 310. 

20a welpide,, NanuarydO~rl919,: p..307. 

29. Ibid., October 29, 1940, vol. IX, pp. 56, 57. For the functions of 
the trustee of finance as ex officio treasurer and tax collector, 
see essay on tac office. 

leit Aearhe AalesGwes ll beynsec.: 16. 

2. Minutes, May 4, 1840, vol. i, p. 41. 
3idsl dots Beyrtth46 095155, 7ie00., 16% 

4, Abpidss Gec elise 

Sit edad, je oe, 18. 

6. Ibid., sec. 16. 














8. Ibid. ,.sec. 20. 
9.4. Ibid), secs 2). 
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(Next entry, pe 104.) Fits ie  Marketmaster (Defunct) — 


Although the office of wharfinger was created as a separate entity 
in 1846, the following year the duties of wharfinger and those of collector 
were being performed by the same person.(10) The act of 1846 did not pro- 
hibit the consolidation of these offices.(11) Upon the reorganization of 
the municipal government following the close of the War between the States, 
the functions of wharfinger wore performed by an official who acted also 
as constable, assessor and collector.(12) Shortly after the first meeting 
of the newly organized town council, ordinances outlining the duties of 
each of these officials were enacted.(13) The functions of wharfinger and 
collector were specifically combined by an ordinance which closely followed 
the charter of 1846 in relation to the wharfinger but imposed upon the 
holder of the office the additional duties cf tax collector.(14) The 
wharfinger-collector was required to keep a detailed account of money re- 
ceived, indicating its source, and to pay over such sums to the treasurere 
Monthly he submitted a statement of his accounts together with the 
treasurer's receipts for the money turned over to him, and annually he 
submitted a full recapitulation of the amounts received and paid over by 
him during the year.(15) The office of wharfinger continued to be combined 
with that of collector({16) since ons official performed the functions of 
both offices, but it was not until 1913 that the title wharfinger ceased 
to be usede At this time the tax collector was designated ex officio 
collector of all revenues of the town.(17) oe 


“ MARKETMASTER (Defunct) 


The office of marketmaster was doubtless created shortly after the 
markethouse was opened for public use on September 22, 1840.(1) The market- 
house was leased annually at public sale to the highest bidder. The one to 


a aaa eee maaan ae 


10. Ordinance Book, Ordinance #2, passed July 16, 1847, vole.Iy pe 276 

lle Ide tAwsv2846, #153f cecs516. 

12. Thibodaux Sentinel, September 23, 1865; ibid., September 30, 1865. 

13. For the ordinance pertaining to the collector-wharfinger see Thibodaux 
Sentinel, November 25, 1865, Ordinance #6, for the assessor see ibid., 
March 10, 1866, Ordinance #9, and for the constable see ibide, Ordi- 
nance #8. 

14, Thibodaux Sentinel, November 25, 1865, Ordinance #6; la. Ace, 1846, 
#153, secse 16-20. See also essay on tax collector, precedinge 

15. Thibodaux Sentinel, November 25, 1865, Ordinance #6, sece 4 

16. Minutes, June 18, 1874, vol. III, pe 3; ibid., May ll, 1875 5°38 3 
ibide, November 15, 1878, p. 185; ibid,, November 28, 1204 oO let, 
pe 31; ibid., December 6, 1898, pe 17/5; ibide, March 12, 1905, pe 464. 

17- Minutes, May 9, 1913, vol. VL, pe 35, Municipal revenues included in 
addition to general and special taxes the money formerly collected by 
the marketmaster as well as that collected by the wharfinger. 

1. Minutes, September 19, 1840, vole 1, p. 50. For further information 
on the markethouse see Minutes, July 29, 1839, vole I, pe 32; ibide, 
October 4, 1839, p. 56; ibidse, March 16, 1840, p. 38; ibide, pe 433 
ibid.e, September 19, 1840, pe 49- See also historical sketch, pe 5e 
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Marketmaster (Defunct) —. Blext entry,.ps,104.) 


whom the markethouse was adjudicated became the marketmaster. As such 
- he was required to post bond of one quarter over and above the amount 


a 


of adjudication.(2) The bond was recorded in the town minutes and in 


the mortgage records of the parish.(3) In addition to posting bond the 
marketmaster subscribed to an oath of office.(4) Since the lease of the 
markethouse was put up for sale each year, the marketmaster served only 
a l-year term.(5) His monthly salary was paid Dy the town council, 


oly oa to the markethouse fund.(6) 


$i 
% +2 


It was the sehen duty of the nes alt ab to enforce the ‘ordi- ‘i 


nances and resolutions relative to the markethouse and to vending within 
the limits of the town.(7) To this end he was invested with the author- 
ity to arrest violators of these ordinances and to bring them before the 
mayor or any justice of the peace within the town limits. (8) He certified 

. to the correctness of all weights used in selling, and he was responsible 
for the cleanliness, lighting, and sanitation of tne markethouse and for 
the freshness of the meats and vegetables sold therein.(9) Fines were 
provided as a penalty to persons using hile se iioie weights or selling 
diseased or ‘spoiled meats. (10) ied sate 


Stalls and benches in the markethouse were in ie leased by the 


marketmaster at rates fixed by ordinance.(11) Since all fruits and veg- 
etables as well as meats were required to be sold at the markethouse, 

(12) the position of marketmaster was doubtless an enviable one. Articles 
sold contrary to regulations were confiscated and sold by the marketmaster 





12. 


Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, January 12, 1867, Ordinance £22, sec. l, 


hereinafter cited as Ordinance 3422. aoe also ues > RS eo 2, Lio. 
Mevorwelii, p. oo; tbe, DAY o, LOO, pe ere « 





Minutes, April 9, 1875, vol. Ill, pp. 29, 30. 

Ordinance #22, sec. l. 

Ibid.; see also Ordinance Book, Digest of Ordinances, approved 
February 4, 1681, secs. 147-163, pp. 35-38, hereinafter cited as 
Digest. 

Ibid.; Minutes, November 1, 1831, vol. III, p. 349. 

Ordinance #:22, sec. 2. 





Ibid.; Digest, sec. 160. 


Ordinance #22, secs. 2-4, 


Ibid., secs; 3; 4. 


Ibid., secs. 5, 8. .In 1867 benches used for selling vegetables, 
game, fowls, eggs, melons, fruits, nuts, or coffee rented for 5 
cents a day; those used for selling meats and fish were taxed 20g 
a day. (Ordinance #22, sec. 8.) 

Articles of marketing were not permitted to be hawked or peddled 
about the town except after 10:00 A.M. Since by this time the 
markethouse would have been open for business for about 6 hours, 
it is not likely that a great deal of trade was carried on in the 
streets. (The markethouse opened at 4:00 A.M. during the summer 
months, and a half hour later in the cooler seasons.) Oysters, 
milk, and butter wore spocifically exempted from the "no peddling" 
provisions, but other farm products were subject to a charge. 
(Ordinance 122, secs. 6, 10.) 
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(Next entry, p. 104.) | pees ere g ‘-@reasurer (Defunct) 


to the highest bidder.(13) The offender was subject to a fine, and the 
proceeds of the sale, minus the marketmaster's fee, were turned over to the 
town treasurer.(14) The marketmaster was required to report daily all fines 
and moneys collected by him and to turn over such sums to the town treas- 
urer.(15) s 2 bi ro et tt a oe ‘ 


Since the functions of the marketmaster were very similar to those 
of the tax collector(16) and the constable,(17) it is highly probable that 
this office was combined. with one or the other related offices at an early 
date. It is certain that by 1880 the office of marketmaster had been com- 
- bined with that of constable, which office at this time embraced also the 
functions of collector, assessor, wharfinger, and sanitary officer.(18) 
The marke master was nover again made a separate political office. After 
1900, when the constable or marshal became an elected official,(19) he 
continued to perform the duties of marketmaster, collector, wharfinger, and 
sanitary inspector.(20) Even the term marketmaster had ceased to be used 
by 1913, when the tax collector was designated as collector of all revenues 
of the towm.(21) The public market had been gradually augmented and sup- 
planted by private markets which came under municipal jurisdiction with the 
extension of the tovm limits ,(22) and in 1916 the market square was ded- 
jcated as a public park.(23) , 


ere 


TREASURER (Defunct) 


Under the charter of 1830 the board of trustees was required, within 
5 days after their election, to appoint a treasurer,(1) who was to take 
the oath of office before a justice of the peace(2) and to post such bond 


ae tee oe ee ee Se ee SS 


13. Ordinance #22, sec. 7. 

14. Idem. : 

15. Digest, secs. 147-163. For ordinances relative to the marketmaster 
and the conduct of the markethouse see Ordinance Book, Ordinance 
#81, 86, 89, 111, 125, 151-156, vole Il, pp- 96, 100, 102, 108, 135, 
L52,e208 206) 216. 

16. See essay on tex collector, preceding. 

17. Ses essay on chief of police, preceding. a 

18. Minutes, November 24, 1880, vol. III, p. 264. See also Minutes, 
November 27, 1880, p. 266; ibid., November 28. 1694, TOls Vj De OLS 
ibid., December 6, 1898, pe 17o. . 

19. La. A., 1898, #136, adopted as the charter of Thibodaux in 1900. 
(Minutes, August 30, 1900, Ordinance #130, vol. V, pp. 241, 242.) 

20. Minutes, May 12, 1905, vol. V, Pp» 464. Sometimes the marshal was 
also street commissioner and superintendent of the power plant. 
(Minutes, May 21, 1909, vol. V, Pe 684.) 

©°1. Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 9, 1913, vou. Wyip. 220. 

22. Ordinance Book, Ordinance 4125, approved March 4, 1899, vol. II, 
p. 152; ibid., Ordinance 138, approved February 12, 1904, p. 190. 

23, Minutes, April 4, 1916, Ordinance #233, vol. VI, p- 520. 

1, LenvAs Pavey p, 1164,/ sep.o.6, 
2. . Thidid. sdtard. 





















sani ite lab sroge t of 
~tantd mot sat oF Bese ow 


yviov etow T3808 ain ots ay 

| (TC) efdatembe ody ban Cor)ae 
‘to eff 26 ene a be bontdntoo 

to ott OBSL vd tacit etary ef 41 

tio dotdw . tention to Fact. iste 8 

sotoafioo Te 





- | 


é rele 


Treasurer (Defunct) — er | mat (Next entry, PD. 104.) 


as the trustees might deem expedient.(3) His term of office was fixed 
at leyear.(4) Vacancies were filled by the board of trustees in the same 
manner as the original appointments had been made.(5) The treasurer was 
to receive all moneys paid over to him by the collector, and to keep a 
regular account of all fiscal transactions.(6) The trustees could re- 
quest his accounts at any time.(7) The treasurer received and kept a 
record of all municipal funds, and money could be withdrawn from the 
treasury only on the warrant of the prosident of the board of trustees. 
(8) When the office of wharfinger was created in 1846,(9) the treasurer 
assumed the additional duty of accounting for the funds turned over to 
him by this official.(10) It was at this time that a previous appropria- 
tion by the mayor and board of trustees was made necessary before any 
disbursement from the treasury could be made.(11) 


The structure and function of the office of treasurer were un-~ 
changed under the general charter of 1898.(12) His selection,(13) bond, 
(14) and compensation (15) remained in the hands of the municipal council 
(known as the board of aldermen after the adoption of this act in 1900) 
under the general provision covering all officers and employees of the 
-town.(16) At each regular meeting of the board of aldermen the treasurer 
was required to submit a written report relative to the finances of the 
town.(17) Money could be paid out only on a warrant issued by order of 
the mayor and board of aldermen.(18) The office of treasurer as a separate 

municipal functionary passed out of existence when the present charter of 
- 1918 was adopted.(19) His duties together with those of the tax collector 


ee np LL 


3. la. Ae, 1830, p. 134, sec. 6. 

4, Ibid., sec. 5. 

5. Idem. 

6, Ibid., sec. 8. See also Thibodaux Sentinel, January 20, 1866, 
Ordinance #11. | : 

7. Iden. 

8. Idem. The charter of 1838 provided that warrants on the treasury 
should be signed by the mayor and two trustees. (La. A., 1838, 
#67, sec. 10.) 

9. “La. A., L646 ,.4154, sec. 16. 

10;, told. puSOC. aL. 

11. Idem. 

12 alee eA 1800 snr h00 7 SECa.a ls 

13, Minutes, May 1, 1901, vol. V, p. 285; ibid., May Lee lvO0, Deloss 
Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 9, 1913, Vols Lh, Deuetes 

14. Minutes, May 8, 1903, vol. V, p. 355. 

15, Minutes, May 7, 1902, vol. V, p. 310; Ordinance Book, Resolution 
passed May 14, 1913, vol. II, p. 240; ibid., May l, TOY TEER colo. 

16. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 15, par.15; La. A., 1912, #111; Lae Aes 
1916, #114, sec. 1. 

17, La. As, 1898, #136, sec. 27. See also Minutes, June ay, 1901, WOin 
V, pe 288; ibid., December 6, 1901, p. 303; ibid., January 7, 1902, 
pe 305; ibid., May 7, 1902, p. 510; ibid., June 9,,.1902, p.. 513; 
ibid., March 13, 1903, p. 326, et seq. 

18, las Avy 2898, 47136, Sede 27, 

10; tes As, 1LUL0, 7-206. 
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(Next entry, p. 104.) | my Street Commissioner (Defunct) 


y sais 8 


were combined in the office of trustee of finance.(20) The treasurer de- 
liverocd his books.to the nowli; inductad trustos-of financc on January 14, 
1919,(21) and ho-rondered his final report to the board of trustees shortly 
eee on kar nerdiaGnudihe wromcack! slain 
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oo STREET COMMISSIONER (Defunct) 
Ree The office of street commissioner was first made a part of the govern- 
mental structure of Thibodaux with the adoption of the general charter act 

“of 1898.(1) Prior to that time the tovm council had retained general super- 
vision over the public thoroughfares and passed such by-laws and ordinances 
in relation to them as they deemed expedient.(2) Even though a separate 
office was authorized for this function in 1898, the activities of the 
street commissioner remained under the direction of the mayor and council. 
(3) No special qualifications were set forth for the holder of the office. 
He could at the same time be an alderman, or he could be the marshal.(4) 

“He was elected by the mayor and board of aldermen(5) who likewise pre- . 
scribed his bond and fixed his compensation.(6) His term of office. was 

left in the hands of this body, at least by implication, since no specific 
time limit was set by the act. It could not extend any longer than 2 
years, however, since this was the term for which the aldermen themselves © 

were elected by the people.(7) The street commissioner could be removed 
by the mayor and board of aldermen for misconduct or neglect of RRR AS RIS a 
and vacancies in the office were filled by the same body at either a regu- 
lar or special meeting.(9) Subject to the direction of the tom council 
the street commissioner had control of the streets, alleys, avenues, and 


re Sea Se Se A eet fee en SY es ape ery fuses coer 


eer A ae 


20. La. Ae, 1918, #4266, secs. 3, 15. See essay on the trustee of finance 
as ex officio treasurer and tax collector. ) 
21. Minutes, January 31, 1919, vol. VI, p. 3510. 
Ademeibiawsmoanuary 175 -1919,.p.+ 508. 
1. beavers 16985 -44156;-s0e07"19. 3 
Be adBethe, 2000 ed, 164... 34C. 43ola-.Ae, 1858, #67, sec. 33 Lae Ae, 
1846., #7153, BoC. Ss ; 
3. La. Ae, 1898, #136, sec. 28. At one time the mayor acted as street 
commissioner. (linutes, May 14, 1913, vol. VI, p. 36.) 
4. .la. A., 1898, #4156, sec. 19; La. Aw, 1900, 797, sec. 1. At this time 
the street commissioner was also superintendent of the electric light 
and waterworks plant. (Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 9, 1913, 
vol. II, p. 240; ibid., Resolution passed May 14, 1915, vol. II, 
p. 240.) 
6. A. Ae £098,156 nec. 19; la. A., 1900,,797, sec. l. 
6. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 15,:par. 15; Minutes, May 14, 1915, vol. VI, 
p. 36, Ordinance Book, Resolution passed May 1, 1917, PO ee dle De Silky 
Te Tae Aey LUEL, #155, 86Ce, 5; La. Aco, 12C4, #196, sece 1; Lae Avy 
1925, 3369, sec. 1. The term of office of municipal employees was lim- 
ited to that of the board appointing or electing them. D2 Asis, alo), 
#30, sec. 1.) 
Beet Mee LO0C. gtlouy SOG. to, Dare 16; diepdic,. 1912, id Lede es LOLG, 
#114, sec. 1. 
9. La. A., 1898, 74136, seo. 38; La. A., 1904, #196, sec. l. 
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Board of Directors Of The’ (Next entry, p. 104.) > 
“+... Guion Academy (Defunct) 


sidowalks of the town.(10) It was his responsibility to see that these 
thoroughfares were worked, repaired, altered, paved, lightcd, and sprin- 
klod; and any other matters which pertained to the good repair or condi- 
tion of the streets came within the purview of his duties.(11) In addi- 
tion, he was charged with performing any other function required of him 
‘by ordinance.(12) aa ha Bite lA biyote-7 S95 44 


When the present charter was adopted, no provision was. made for the 
appointment or election of a street commissioner as a distinct official 
entity of the municipality.(13) His duties in the main were assumed by 
the trustee of public safety as ex officio head of the street department. 
(14) However, the trustee of public property also exercises supervisory 
care over streets and alleys with respect to their relationship to public 
utilities.(15) : ; mis Lappe’ + 


ee 
sf 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE GUION ACADEMY 
| ea (Defunct) | TL: 


The board of directors of the Guion Academy, the first public school 
in Thibodaux,(1) was created shortly after the completion. of the school 
- building in 1849.(2) The board was composed of six members, three of 
whom were elected at the regular municipal election, and three who com- 
posed the standing committee on education.(3) The first meeting was held 
May 30, 1849.(4) The board formulated the:rules and regulations for the 
management of the school.(5) RD. EES HONE ow 5 


Although academic activity was suspended when the school was taken 
over by the Federal forces during the War between the States,(6) the 
board of directors resumed control(7) upon the return of the building in 
1865 to the municipal authoritiese{8) Three school directors were 


bn lie Di ti A ER OO i IE a TS 
Oe ren COR eG SOO. 20. : OL . 
ll. La. A., 1898, #136, sec. 28; Minutes, February 7, 1902, vol. V, 
pe 506. 
Ieee tae A, 1598, 4136, sec, 28. 
1S, se he ols, 5/260. 
14. Ibid., sec. 14; Minutes, March 7, 1919, vol. VI, p. 515, et seq, 
15. La. A., 1918, #266, sec. 19; Minutes, February 7, LOSS vol. V1, 
p. Sl5s-ibid., March 7, ‘1919,p. S17; et seq. 

1. See historical sketch, schools. ox see 

2. itinutes, March 10, 1849, vol. I, p. 184, 

3. Record (Journal of the Board of Directors of the Guion Academy), 
Ordinance for the establishment and organization of a public school 
jn the town of Thibodaux, sec. 3, back of book, pp. 1~5. 

eeoanid. oe omironticl book) 

5. Ibid., Rules for the government of the school, back of book, p. 3. 

6. Naquin, History of Thibodaux. 
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« Thibodaux Sentinel, September 23, 1865. 
- Minutes, October 13, 1865, vol. II, p. 49. 
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(80) Go $k it Board Of Control Of 
' | Public Library (Defunct) 


included in the governor's appoirtment/of mmicipal officiels,(9) and a 
committee on education was selected by the mayor.(10) When, however, in 


1867 the building was leased to be’used as a private school,(11) it may be” : 


assumed that the municipal authorities surrendered control of the academy. ae 
The committee on education was definitely discontinued.(12) Municipal’. °' 
school boards were formally abolished by the state. legislature in 1874. (isyo 
When the Guion Academy reopened in 1877,(14) its affairs were Sirected beet tsk 
the re-created committee on education. (15) , me 


; - 80. RECORD (Journal Of The Board Of iractore Of The Guion dsetiamy) 
May 30, 1849- Sept..17, 1862. 1 vol. 
Record of proceedings at regular and aster meetings of. the board of* 
directors of this school giving details of all matters. considered and of 
action taken thereon by this body including appointment of president, com- 
mittees, and teachers; approval of annual budgets; reports from special 
committees and from teachers on enrollment and attendance; regulations 
concerning the admittance of pupils; resolutions specifying the amount of 
teachers' salaries; outline of courses of study; fixing of school session 
dates and of holidays; orders for repairs to school buildings; authoriza- 
tion of payment of claims; lists of school equipment; approximation of 
expenditures for subsequent year; and invitations to parents to attend 
graduation exercises. The minutes of each meeting give date and vlace 
held, names of members present and absent, and signatures of president and 
secretary. Included in separate section of volume are the rules and regu- 
lations of this school and a copy of the ordinance Seas ae a public — 
school in Thibodaux. Arr. chron. by date of meetins. No index. Hdw. - 
300 pp. ee megd.) 15x 10x 1 1/2. Vault. . . 


BOARD OF CONTROL OF PUBLIC LIBRARY (Defunct) 


The Thibodaux public library was created by 8 municipal ordinance 
adopted November 19, 1926, in accordance with an act of the legislature 





9. Minutes, September 19, 1865, vol. II, p. 44. 

10... Ibid., p. 47. 

tie Mimites, August 295 1867, vol. II, p. 82. See also historical sketch, 
schools. 

12. Minutes, July 5, 1872, vol. i J pe 231; ibid., June 18, 1874, vol. 
Til, doe; shale. Maya 1875 ,.vol» lil pe p. 38; ee January 9, 
eT eve... Lid, p. 92. 

Ios les Ae biAnetied,, sacri 

14, Thibodaux Sentinel, September 29, 1877; see also Minutes, September 
LO, LOIT nwols Tidy, pores 

15, a August 29, 1877, vol. ae Pe 118, 
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‘members were to serve for | 







under the sponsorship of the Women's Club of Thibodaux.(5) 


‘ 


____.__ sent. 28 See 


l. Ordinance Book, Ordinance #289, vol. III, pp. 14, 19; LascAwynt9253 
#36. | 

2. Idem. 

3. Ordinance Book, Ordinance #291, adopted January 27, 1927, vol. 1il; 
pp. 16, 17; La. Ae, 1926, +36,,1S900.7« 

4, Ordinance Book, Ordinance #293, adopted April Semler Vole Liss 

oto. 

5. a Emmette Meyer, Notes on Interview with Mrs. Emmette Meyor by 
Lucy L. Pellegrin, p. 3. (Copy on file in State office of Louisiana 
Historical Records Survey.) 
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‘Bronze Plaque in St. John's merssopa* Church, Thibodanx, hoteles. 


Reser of Innigration, Map of the ‘the State of Louisiane (1885). 


Carter, Clarence Edwin, comp. and ed., The Territorial Papers of the 
*-- = United States. Washington, Government Printing Office, “1940, Sahl pe to 


Corngrstone of city Hall, Thibodaux, Lote eer te 


Cornerstone oe St. popera.s chores Thibodaux, Louisiana. 


ay {4% 


Darby; ime, A Map of the State of Louisiana with part of the Mississippi 
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Territory from Actual Surveys (1816). 


Bry oa te Records Survey, Courity-Parish Boundaries in Louisiana. New 
Orleans, Department of "Archives, Louisiana State 6 University, 1959. 
109 6D. cise wes bod 





' 
Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, / Correspondence , 1807-1908. 
Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Conveyances, July 23, 1808--. 
Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Election Returns, 1846-1904, 1923--. 
Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Oath Book, 1813--. | 
Lafourche Parish, Clerk of Court, Wills and Donations, July 3, erie 


Lafourche Parish, Police Jury, Minutes, June 21, 1841 - Mar. Sy 1862, 
Sept. 23, 1865 - Sept. 15, pose y Mar. 6,.1895-=. 


Lafourche Parish, Superintendent of Education, Record (Minute Been) 1893-~. 
Louisiana, Secretary of State, Record of Charters, 1898--. 


Louisiana Highway Comission, Louisiana Official Road Map Revised, May 
1939 Edition. were 


New Orleans, Catholic Action of the South, 1941, Annual Catholic Informa- 
tion Supplement. 


New Orleans Daily Picayune 
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New Orleans Sunday States 


New Orleans Tribune AR yet ory 
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Plaque on wall at entrance to Presbyterian Church, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 


Police Jury of the Parish of Lafourche et al v The Thibodaux Bridge Company 
in Liquidation, 44 Le. Am. 157 (1692). SOLICITS 


State Department of Education of Louisiana, Ninety-First Annual Report for 
the Session 1939-40. Baton Rouge, 1941. ¢25 p. 


Superintendent of the Archdiocesan School Administration, Sixth Annual 
Report of the Archdiocesan Schools, 1940-41. New Orleans, A.F. Laborde, 
I941.-.29-p. 

Survey of Federal Archives, Transcription and Translations of the Federal 
Archives of Louisiana, The Pintado Papers. New Orleans, 1940. 10 
vols. (Typed manuscript on file in State office of Louisiana Histori- | 
cal Records Survey, New Orleans.) 


Terrebonne Parish, Treasurer's Vault, Minute Book, (Police Jury Minutes ) 
April 6, 1822 - July 26, 1847, September 4, 1854--. 


Toxas and Pacific Railway, Time Tables, Issued October 12, 1941. 
Thibodaux (La.), Lafcurche Star | 

Thibodaux (La.), Lafourche Union 

Thibodaux (La.), Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel 


Tombstone in Catholic Cemetery, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 
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dium. Washington, Thomas Allen, 1841. 379 p. 


U.S. Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of the United States, 1850. 
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tion. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1883. 961 p. 
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U.S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, 
Population. Washington, Government Printing Offices, 1901...2 vols. 
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Population. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1912-14. 4 vols. 
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War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union 


and Confederate Armies. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1880- 
tye la) i Lee 


Secondary Sources 


Baudier, Roger, The Catholic Church in Louisiana. New Orleans, A.W. 
Hyatt Stationery Mfg. Co., Ltd., 1959. 605 p. 


Bazet, R.A., “Houma-- An Historical Sketch," Centennial Celebration, 
Houma, Louisiana, May 10-13th, 1934. Morgan City, La., King- 
Harmaford Company, Inc., 1934, pp. 9-43. 


Bernard, Lewis, A History of Thibodaux, Louisiana and Its Newspapers. 
Typescript, Louisiana State University School of Journalism, 1938. 
52 p. 


Bowie, Helen M., Bayou Lafourche. Unpublished Master's Thesis, see al 
Memorial Library, Louisiana State University, 1935. 43 p. 


Carleton, R.L., Local Government and Administration in Louisiana. Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 1935. 533 p. 


Chembers, Henry E., A History of Louisiana. Chicago and New York, The 
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American Historical Society, Inc., 1925. 3 vols. 
Coulon, Charles J., Notes on Interviow with Charles J. Coulon-at Thibodaux, 
La., on February 27, 1941, by Glenn Maness. (Copy on file in State 
office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey, New Orleans.) 


Dansereau, Dr. P.J., Notes on Interview with Dr. P.J. Dansereau at 
Thibodaux, Las, on October 16, 1941, by Marcolle F. Schertz. (Copy 
on file in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey, 
New Orleens.) 


Davis, Jackson Beauregard, "The Life of Richard Taylor," Louisiana Histori- 
cal Quarterly, XXIV (1941), 49-126. 
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e Bow, slaliat = fos "The Parishes of Louisiana," De Bow's Commercial Review 
of the South and West, Il (1846) 442, 443. 
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Fortier, Alcee, ed., Louisiana, Comprising Sketches of Parishes, Towns, 
Events, Institutions, and Persons, Arranged in Cyclopedic Form. 
Madison, is., Century’ Historical Association, 1914. 3 vols. 


Goodspeed Publishing Company, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of 
Louisiana. Chicago, 1892. @ vols. 


Gregory, Winifred, ed., American Newspapers, 1821-1936, A Union List of 
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Piles Available in the United States and Canada. New York, H.W, 
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Hall, Winchester, The Story of the 26th Louisiana Infantry in the service 
of the Confederate States. e22 p. (published, place and date of 
publication not given. . 

Harper, Clifton Edward, The Country Press of Louisiana, 1860-1910. Unpub- 
lished Master's Thesis, Hill Memorial Library, Louisiana State Univer- 

Bicy, a9ov. 144 p. 


Harper, Myrtle Buckley, The Country Press of Louisiana, 1794-1860. Unpub- 
lished Master's Thesis, Hill Memorial Library, Louisiana State 
University, 1939. 95 p. . 


Harris, Wm. H., ed. and comp., Louisiana Products, Resources and At- 
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tractions, with a sketch of the Parishes. New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Historical Biography of Henry Schuyler Thibodaux. (Typescript, 2 p., 
in the possession of Sidney R. Coulon, Lafourche Parish Courthouse, 
Thibodaux, Louisiana.) 
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295 p. 


Johnson, Claudius 0., Government in the United States. New York, Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., 1938. 735 pe 


Klorer, John D., ed., The New Louisiana. New Orleans, Franklin Printing 
Company, 1936. 231 p. 


Laney, Rex, ed., Do You know Louisiana? Baton Rouge, State Department 
of Commerce and Industry, 1938. 319 p. 


Laney, Rex, ed., Louisiana's Resources and Purchasing Power. Baton Rouge, 
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Laney, Rex, ede, This is Louisiana. Baton Rouge, State Department of 
Commerce and Industry, 1940. 259 p. 
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"Louisiana Newspaper Historical Sketches, Thibodaux," Pelican Press 
Messenger, June 1938. ; 


Louisiana WPA Writers' Program, Louisiana: A Guide to the State. 
New York, Hastings House, 1941. 746 pe 


Memoirs of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Thibodaux, Louisiana, 1931. (Pub- 
lisher and place of publication not given.) 64 Dp. . 


Meyer, Mrs. Emetto, Notes on Interview with Mrs. Emette Meyer at 
Thibodaux, Lae, on July 30, 1941, by Lucy L. Pellegrin. (Copy on 
Filo in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey, New 
Orleans. ) 


N.W. Ayer and Son's Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals. Philadelphia, 
NeW. Ayer and Son, Inc., 1941. 


Naquin, Charles Omer, History of the Town of Thibodaux, the Capital City 
of the Sugar Belt of America. (Typescript in possession of the 
author, City Hall, Thibodaux, Louisiana. ) 


Naquin, Charles Omer, Notes on Interview with Charles Omer Naquin at 
Thibodaux, La., on March 11, 1941, by Marcelle F. Schertz. (Copy 
on file in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey, 
New Orleans.) : 


Naquin, Charles Omer, Notes on Interview with Charles Omer Naquin at 
Thibodaux, Lae, on July 3, 1941, by Lucy L. Pellegrin. (Copy on 
file in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey, New 
‘Orleans. ) 


Naquin, Charles Omer, Notes on Interview with Charles Omer Naquin at 
Thibodaux, Las, on August 27, 1941, by Orahlee F. Comer. (Copy a5 
on file in State office of Louisiana Historical Records Survey; 

New Orleans.) 


Price, Charles W., Jr., “Rienzi Mansion on Bayou Lafourche, Relic of 
Intrigue, Lost Dreams and Empire," Hammond Progress, March 18, 1938. 


Price, Frank James, The Country Press of Louisiana, 1910-1940. Unpub- 
lished Master's Thesis, Hill Memorial Library, Louisiana State 
University, 1940+. 120 pe 


Proctor, Albert, "Ridgefield Plantation Echoes Brilliant Career of 
Louisiana Statesman, Soldier," Hammond Progress, September 9, 1938. 


Record of the Lafourche Creoles, A Military Company Organized in the year 
A.D. 1861, for Service in the Army of the Confederate States of 
Amori¢a. (Manuscript, 144 p., in possession of Sidney R. Coulon, 
Justice of the Peace, Lafourche Parish Courthouse, Thibodaux, 
Louisiana.) 


Rowell, George P., ede, American Newspaper Directory. New York, George 
P. Rowell and Co., 1872. 680 p. 
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Pacific Company, Historical Outline. ‘San ee ee (106 p. 
"Ste ‘John's church, Thibodaux ‘The Diocese of Louisiana, XXX (1925), 52 Pe 


| Thibodaux, rae, Notes on Perera wath Ernest Thibodaux at Thibodaux, 
La., on August 7, 1941, by Lucy L. Pellegrin. (Copy on file in State 
‘Shipper of Louisiana Historical eons Survey, New Orleans.) 


Rane. Rerasent PSAs. Notes on ‘Interview with ‘Reverend Lawrence 
Thibodaux at Thibodaux, La., on May 25, 1941, by Louis lefort. (Copy 
.. on file in State office =e Louisiana Historical Records Survey, New 
a Orleans. ) erie Pina eae 
Tucker, Gardiner L., “How Our Church Came to Louisiana," How Our Church 
Came to Our Country, (pamphlet series. -) Milwaukee, Morehouse Pub=-_ 
ee Co. 8 pe, unnumbered. sree 
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416 p. 


Westcott, Mary and Allene Ramage, comps., Bibliographical Contributions. 
of the Duke University Libraries, A Check List of United States News- 
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N.C., Duke University, 1952. 6 vols. 


Wilson, W.E., comp., Louisiana's Message, 1930-31. Baton Rouge, ge 
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ap PUBLICATIONS PREPARED BY THE 
~ ss LOUISIANA HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 
bk h eithd ee de SERVICE DIVISION . : 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 


INVENTORIES OF STATE ARCHIVES 
Series IIe The Judiciary. oe . . 
Noe le . The Superior Court of the Territory of Orleens. (ix, 37 p. 
mimoo.e, February 1942) 
‘Noe 2e Tho Supreme Court of Louisiana. (vii, 59 pe mimeoe, 
April 1941) oe’ . 
Noe 3e The Courts of Appeal of Louisiana. (v, 97 pe mimeo., 
September 1941) 


Series III. The Executive. } 
Noe 2- The Lieutenant Governor. (v, 11 p» mimeo., November 1941) 





INVENTORIES OF PARISH ARCHIVES 

Noe 2e Allen. (iv, 91 p- mimeoe, June 1938) 

Noe 6, Beauregard. {v, 105 pe mimeo, October 1940) 

Noe 8. Bossiere (v, 295 pe mimeos, August 1940) 

Noe 10. Calcasieue (iv, 113 pe mimeo., March 1938) 

Noe 226 Grant. (iv, 110 p. mimeos, April 1940) 

#Noe 266 Jefferson. (iv, 437 pe mimeo., January 1940) 

Noe 266 Jefferson: A Brief History. (Reprinted from "A Brief History 
of Jefferson Parish," in Jefferson Parish Yearly Review, 1939, 
pps 127-183; ix,25 pe mimeo., April 1940) 

Noe 28 Lafayette. (iv, 118 p. mimeo., March 1938) 

Noe 29¢ Lafourche. (xiii, 129 pe mimeo., March 1942) | 

Noe 35 Netchitochese (v, 180 pe mimeo., September 1938) 

*Noe 366 Orleans. (v, 172 pe mimeo., June 1939) 

Noe 38 Plaquemines. (iii, 228 pe mimeo., August 1939) 

Noe 43e Sabine. (vii, 145 pe mimeo., January 1942) 

No. 44. Ste Bernard. (iii, 166 p. mimeo., December 1939) 

#Moe 456 St» Charles. (ii, 117 ps mimeo., November 1937) 

Noe 55e Terrebonne. (xiii, 169 pe mimeo., May 1941) 

Noe 59. Washington. (vi, 365 pe mimeo., March 1940) 

Noe 60. Webster. (ix, 137 pe mimeo., March 1942) 





INVENTORIES OF MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES 
Town of Franklinton. (x, 53 pe mimeo., April 1941) 
Town of Thibodaux. (x, 115 pe mimeo., March 1942) 





MANUSCRIPTS PUBLICATIONS 

MGuide to Depositories of Manuscript Collections in Louisiana" 
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXIV (1941), 305+353~- Not 
distributed separately. 


*Guide to Depositories of Manuscript Collections in Louisiana. 
(Reprinted from “Guide to Depositories of Manuscript Collections 
in Louisiana,” in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXIV (1941), 
305-353; 51 pe printed, April 1941) 


Guide to Depositories of Manuscript Collections in Louisianae 
(2nd ede, v, 48 pe mimeoe, November 1941) 
*Guide to the Manuscript Collections in Louisianes 
The Department of Archivese Vol. 1. (iv, 55 pe mimooe, August 1940) 
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*Guide to Manuscript Collections in the Department of Archives, Louisiana 
State University. Vol. 1. al aoe! vi, 108 p. multies . 
December 1940) 


*Calendars of Manuscript Collections in Louisiana: DP Metcssteknctenccnes 
_ Series 1. The Department of Archives: No, l. Taber +s 
er * * Collection. (12 Ip. ‘printed, May 1938) kan on 4 


An Inventory of the Collections of the Middle American Research Pyerarte: 
#No. 1. Callender I. Fayssoux Collection of William Walker Papers. 
‘(ii; 28 p. mimeo,, May 1937) 
*No. 2. Calender of the Yucatecan Lettors. (viii, 240 p. mimeo., 
October 1939) | 
_ i. #Noe 3, “Maps in the Frederick L. Hoffman set Locticn. Griii, 146 pe 
mimcoe, Decomber 1939) 
No. 4. Maps in the Library of the Middle American Research 
institute. (ix, 282 p. mimcoe, November 1941) 


Transcriptions of Manuscript Collections in Louisiana: 
No» J. Tho Favrot Pancrs: 
Vol. Te, “1695-1769... Civ, 123 ps: mimede. apis 1940) 
Vol. IIe 1769-1781. (x, 184 p. mimco., December 1940) 
-Yols III. 1781-1792. (x, 166 p, mimco., March 1941) 
"Fol; IV. 1793-1796. (xiii, 140 p. mimeo., June 1941) 
eNO s Ve 1796-1799. (v, 145 v0. mimoo., August 1941) 
Noll a Wie 17oc-1sol.s (vii, 14h p. mimeo.,, October.1941) 
Vol. VII. 1801-1803. ° (vii, 230 p. mimeo., March 1942) 
Vole a slicg (15321-19841, 108 p.*amimeo.,,. February, 1941) 


"Mississippi River Ice at New Orleans," Louisiena Historical Quarterly 
XXI (1938), 349-353. Not distributed separately. 


AMERICAN IMPRINTS INVENTORY PUBLICATIONS 


Location Symbols for Libraries in the United States. (v, 258 p. miméoe, 
October 1939) 


Location Symbols for Libraries in the United States, Additions and : 
Corrections. (36 p. mimeo., January 1941) 


Noe 19. Bibliography of Official Publications of Louisiana, 


1803-1934, compiled by Lucy B. Foote. (giv, S79 p. milti., 
March 1942) 


CHURCH ARCHIVES PUBLICATIONS 


Church Directories 
*Directory of Churches and Religious Organizations in New Orleans. 
we 96 pe mimeoe, March 1941) 


Jewish Congregations and Pee Br (xvii, 183 p. mimeo, 
October 1941) 
TRANSCRIPTIONS OF PARISH RECORDS OF LOUISTIAM 


No. 24. Iberville Parish: Series I.. Police Jury Minutes. 
#Vol. 1. 1850-1862. (xlviii, 188 p. mimeo. April 1940 ) 
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*Vol. 3. 1858-1870. (liv. 319 p. mimeo., November 1939) - 
*Vol. 3-A.1871-1884. (lix, 347 p. mimeo., January 1940) 
*Vole 4. 1870-1879. (lxix, 370 p. mimeo., March 1940) 
*Vol. 5. 1879-1888. (lxvi, 386 p. mimeo., April 1940) 
*Vol. 6. 1889-1895. (lxvi, 400 p. mimeo., April 1940) . 
“Vol. 7. 1695-1904, (liii, 480 p. mimeo., June 1940) 
#Vol.e 8. 1905-1912. (lvii, 342 p. mimeo., July 1940) 
“Vol. 9. 1912-1918. (lv, 492 p. mimeo.. September 1940) 
*Vol.102 1918-1924, (lxxx, 532 p. mimeo.. September 1940) 
*Volelle 1924-1929. (lxxxv, 650 p. mimeo., September 1940) 
*Vol.12. 1930-1935. (lxiv, 622 p. mimeo., November 1940 ) 
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